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We to ourselves may all our wishes grant, 

For nothing covcting, we nothing want ; 

They cannot want, who wish not to have more 

Contented minds may smile when counted poor, 
Drypen. 
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Phil. 4th & r1th—For I have learned, in whatsewer stage 
I am, therewith to be content, 
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To H1s EXCELLENCY 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
S7R, 


FROM the amiable cha- 
racter I have heard of you, both in this 
country (where I have refided many years 
in the various fpheres of life) and in Eu- 
rope, I am induced to dedicate to you 
this publication. 


When I laft returned to this country, 
I did myfelf the honor to wait upon your 
Excellency, in September, 1796, before 
your refignation of the Prefidency of the 
United States, and prefented to you a 
Poem I compoféd upon the “ Rural and 
Romantic Scenes of Down Hitt,’ near 
Colerain, Ireland, the feat of the Earl of 
Briftol, and Bifhop of the Diocefe of Lon- 
donderry—for a copy of which, many of 
the gentlemen of that country gave me a 
guinea. 


Your Excellency was fo humane and 
condefcending, as to countenance my ins 
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tention of publifhing by fubfcription, a 
Poem, fuited to the then prefent ftate of 
America, for which I obtained above 1200 
fubfcribers. And your Excellency’s con- 
deicending and polite letter, for tranfmit- 
ting a Poem to you at Mount Vernon, 
merits by moft fincere gratitude. 


The Book now publifhed may be ufe- 
ful to all defcriptions of both fexes, as the 
times are indeed alarming, and the art of 
contentment rendered an effential ftudy of 
mankind, in purfuit of real happine/s. 


 T fhould have done myfelf the pleafure 
of waiting on your Excellency, for liberty 
of addrefling the following Treatife te 
your patronage, but an indifpofition, and . 
fear of tranfgrefling on your delicacy pre- 
vented—As it is only to gentlemen of 
fuperior rank and noted abilities, we can 
look for literary encouragement in any 
country for promoting learning and fci- 
ence. May every -encourager of this 
work join me in fervent prayer to Hea- 
ven, that every real felicity may ever 
await your Excellency. 


I have the honor to fubfcribe myfelf, 
with the moft profonnd refpect and gra- 
titude, Sir, Your Excellency’s moft de» 
voted, and obedient humble Servant, 
JOHN SEARSON. 
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A PREFACE or Introduction to a book, 
is generally looked for, as alfo fome account of 
the Author’s life, character, Fc.—but, as it 
is a mere matter of form, and of little confe- 
quence tothe public, Ifhall limit myfelf in that 
re[pect, trufting, that the production alones 
will be a fufficient recommendation. 


I was born in the North of Ireland, of an 
Englifb family, and educated in the weftern 
part of that kingdom, chiefly in.the city of 
Cork, by two of my uncles, clergymen of the 
Church of England, and early went abroad 
an apprentice ig tabrcband: inthe Vland of 
Tortola, in the Weft-Indies ; but not enjoying 
my health there, Ireturned to Ireland, and 
from thence at an early period of my life came 
ower to America, where I remained about 
twenty-ix years, in various /pheres of life ; 
married reputably inthe city of Philadelphia, 
and after the deceafe of my «wife, I return: 





































( W.) 


to Ireland, where I was mafter of fome cont 

Jiderable {chools or academies, but returned 
again to America in 1776, on fome bufinefs. 
When in Ireland, I wrote two Poems, roman- 
tic and defcriptive, which were well received, 
and handfomely encouraged by feveral gentle 
men of re/pectability in that country :—and in 
1797» publilbed a book of Poems, for which I 
was equally rewarded in Philadelphia. 


The profe part of the * Arr or Conrenr- 
MENT,” ts chiefly félected from the firft Eu- 
ropcan writers. Several of the pieces (thofé 
defcriptive of America particularly) are muy 
oyun, with the Acroftic on the late Prefident : 
when I quote from another author, generally 
give credit, 


The times indeed are alarming; and if 
ever compofure to the difpenfations of Heaven 
were necefjary, it will in all probability be fo, 
zuben the cloud burfts that hangs over the 
Land.—Contentment can only make it fup- 
portable. St. Paul fays, he had learnt con- 
tentment : /o it is to be learned, and not im- 
@icdiately obtained, as fome other bleffings are. 


£ moft fincerely thank my fubfcribers for 
their benevolence towards me, and am, 
Their ever obliged, 
And devoted hum. Servt. 
JOHN SEARSON, 
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ART of CONTENTMENT. 





Section. I. 


Of the neceffary Connection between Happi- 


nefs and Contentment. 


(G OD, whois eflentially happy in him- 
felf, can receive no acceflion to his felicity 
by the poor contributions of men. He 
cannot therefore be fuppoied to have made 
them upon intuition of increafing, but 
communicating his happinefs. And this 
his original defign is very vifible in all the 
parts of his Geconomy towards them. 
When lapied man had counterplotted a- 
gain{t himfelf, defeated the purpofe of the 
Divine goodnefs, and plunged his whole 
nature into the oppofite {tate of endlefs mi- 
fery; he yet reinforced his firit defign, 
and by an expedient as full of wonder as 
mercy, the death of his Son, recovers him 
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to his former capacity of blifs. And that 
it might not only be a bare capacity, he 
has added all other methods proper to 
work upon a rational creature. He has 
fhewn him his danger, fet before him in 
perfpective that eternal Tophet, which he 
is advifed to fhun. On the other fide, 
he has no lefs lively defcribed the heaven- 
ly Jerufalem, the celeftial Country to 
which he is to afpire: Nay farther, has 
levelled his road to it, leads him, not as 
he did the Ifraelites through the wilder- 
nefs, through intricate mazes to puzzle 
his underftanding; through a Jand of 
drought, wherein were fiery ferpents and 
fcorpions, Deut. vil. 15. to difcourage and 
affright him, but has in the Gofpel chalked 
out a plain, a fafe, nay a pleafant path ; 
as much fuperior both in'the eafe of the 
way, and in the end to which it leads, ag 
Heaven is to Canaan. 


2. By doing this, he has not only fe- 
cured our grand and ultimate happinefs, 
but provided for our intermedial alfo. 


Thofe Chriftian duties which are to car- 
ry us to heaven, are our refrefhment, our 
viaticum in our journey ; his yoke is not 
to gall and fret us, but an engine by which 
we may with eafe (and almolt infenfibly) 
draw all the clogs and incumbrances of 
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human life. For whether we take Chrif- 
tianity in its whole complex, or in its fe- 
veral and diftinct branches, ’tis certainly 
the moft excellent, the moft compendious 
art of happy living: Its very tafks are re- 
wards, and its precepts are nothing but a 
divine fort of alchymy, to fublime at once 
our nature and our pleafures. 


3. This may be evidenced in every par- 
ticular of the evangelical law : But having 
formerly made fome attempt towards it 
in another*® tract, I fhall not here reaflume 
the whole fubject. I fhall only fingle out 
one particular precept, wherein happinefs 
is not (as the others) only implied, and 
muft be catched at the rebound by confe- 
quence and event ; but is literally expreft, 
and is the very matter of the duty ; | mean 
the precepts of acquiefcence and Content- 
ment: Happinefs and this true genuine 
Contentment, being terms fo convertible, 
that to bid us be content, is but another 


phrafe for bidding us be happy. 


4. Temporal enjoyments, fuch as are 
pleafure, wealth, honor, and the reft, tho’ 
they make fpacious pretences to the mea- 
fure of human happinefs, are all of them 


juftly difcarded by the Philofopher in his 





* Decay of Chriftian Piety. 
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Ethicks, upon this one confideration, that 
coming from abroad they may be withheld 
or taken from us: And our tenure belng 
precarious, we even for that reafon are 
unhappy in our moft defirable pofleffions ; 
becaufe we {till are liable to be fo. And 

therefore he concludes, that felicity muft 
% placed 1 in the mind and foul; which 
{tands without the reach of Pie ; and 
in the practice of virtue, which in its own 
nature, and not in its contingent ufe, Is 
truly good, and therefore certainly ren- 
ders the poffeffors fuch. 





5. But this practice being diffufed thro’ 
the whole extent of moral duty, Epictetus 
thought he had deferved well of human 
nature, when he drew it up in two fhort 
words, to /u/iain and abfain: ‘Thatis, to 
bear with conftancy adverfe events, and 
with moderation enjoy thofe that are prof- 
perous. Which complexure of philofo- 
phy is yet more fully, as well as more 
compendiouilly exprefled i in the fingle no- 
tion of Contentment: Which involves the 
patient bearing of all mifadventures, and 
generous contempt of feniual ille€tives. 
This {tate of mind the Greeks exprefs by 
calling it felf-fufficiency, which, we know, 
properly fpeaking, is one of the incommu- 
nicable attributes of the divine nature, and 
the Stoicks exprefsly pretend, that by tt 
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mortal men are enabled to rival their gods; 
in Sencca’s phrafe, to make a controverfy 
with Fupiter himfelf. . But abating the in- 
folent blafphemy of an independent felici- 
ty, chriftianity acknowledges a material 
truth in the affertion: And St. Paul de- 
clares of himfelf, that having learnt how to 
want, and how to abound, and in whatever 
JSrate be happens to be in, therewith to he con- 
tent : he is able to do all things through Chrift 
that frrengthens him, Phil. 1v. 11, 12, 13. 
And having nothing to ell efs all things, 2 
COK. Ninh On. 505 


_6. Which great event comes about, not 
only becaufe all good things are eminént- 
ly in the divine nature, and he who by 
virtue and religion pofleiles Him ,thereby 
in a full equivalence has every thing ; but 
alfo upon human meafures, and principles 
of philofophy. . The compendious addrefs 
to wealth, as P/ato rightly obferved, being 
not to increafe pofleffions, but leflen de- 
fires. And if fo it will follow, that the 
contented man muft be abundantly pro- 
vided for, being fo entirely fatished with 
what he has, as to have no defires at all. 
Indeed ’tis truly faid of covetous men, and 
is equally verified of all who have any de- 
fire to gratify, that they want no lefs what 
they have, than what they have not; but 
-the reverfe of that paradox is reaily made 
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good by Contentment, which beftows on 
men the enjoyment of whatever they have, 
and alfo-whatever they have not; and b 
teaching to want nothing, abundantly fe- 
cures not to want happinefs, 


7- On the other fide, this one grace 
being abfent, it is not in the power of any 
fuccefs or affluence to make life a tolera- 
ble thing. Let all the materials of earthly 
happinels.be amaft together, and flung up- 
on one man, they will without Content- 
ment be but like the fatal prize of Tarpeia’s 
treafon, who was preft to death with the 
weight of her booty. He that has the ele- 
ments of felicity, and yet cannot form 
them into fatisfaction; is more defperate- 
ly miferable than he that wants them: For 
he who wants them has yet fomething to 
hope for, and thinks if he had them he 
might be happy; but he who infignificant- 
ly pofleffes them, has no referye, has not 
fo much as the ilattery of an expectation ; 
for. he has nothing left to defire, and yet 
can be as little faid to enjoy. 


8. He therefore that would have the ex- 
tract, the quinteflence of happinefs, mutt 
feck it in Content. All outward accefii- 
ons are but the drofs and earthly part; 
this alone is the fpirit, which when ’tis 
once feparated, depends not upon the fate 
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of the other ; but preferves its vigor when 
that is deftroyed. St. Pau/, whom I before 
mentioned, is a ready inftance of it, who 
profefles to be content in whatever frate ; 
Contentment being not fo infeparately 
linked to eternal things, but that they may 
fubfift apart. That thofe are often with- 
out it we are too fure, and that it may be 
without them is as certainly true ; thougl h 
by our own default we have not fo many 
exa mples of it. A heart that rightly com- 
putes the difference between temporals and 
Sn may oa ce gs tek 


fball fr a be in thé vines ; tbe 5 te f the 


olive fhall fail, and the fields foal ; yield na 
meat ; the flock fhall be cut off from the faa, 
and there fb all he no herd in if be fealks ; : vet 
1 will rejoice in the Lord, 1 will soy in the Ged 


of my fa'vation,, Hab. iil. 17; 18. He that 
has God need not much deplore the want 
ofany thing elfe: Nor can he that confi- 
ders the plenty and glory of his future 

ftate, be much dejected with the want or 


& 
abjectnefs of his prefen 


ent. 


9- Yet fo indulgent is God to our infir- 
that knowing how unapt our impa- 
natures are to walk only dy | faith, rie 
I by fight, 2 Cor. y.°7. he i is pleated 
ve us fair antepafts of nine 
i 
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fpenfes his temporal biefings, the’ 
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not equally, yet fo univerfally, that.he that 
has leaft, has enough to oblige not. only, 
his acqtiiefcence, but. his thankfulnefs, 
Though every man has not all his wifhes, 
yet he has that which is more valuable than 
that he complains te want; nay. which he 
him{felf could worle fpare were. it put to 
his option. 





10. And now from fuch.a difpofure of 
things, who would not expect that man- 
kind thould be the cheerfulleft part of the 
creation? that the./uz /hould not more re- 
joite to run his courfe, Pfal. xix. 5. than 
man fhould to finifh his: That a journey 
which has fo blefled an end, and fuch good 
accommodation. by. the. way, fhould be 
paffed with ail tmaginable alacrity, and 
that we fhould live here practicers and 
learners of the ftate of unmixed, mtermi- 
nable joys, to which we afpire. But alas, 
if we look upon the univerfality of men, 
we fhall findit nothing fo, but while all other 
creatures gladfomely follow the order of 
their. creation, take pleafure inthofe things 
God has affisned for them, we with a ful- 
len perverfenefs quarrel at what we fhould 
enjoy, and in every thing make it our bu- 
finefs, not to fit.it for. our ufe, but to find 
out fome concealed quality. which .may 
render it unfit. We look infidioufly upon 
our bleflings, like men that defigned only: 
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to pick a quarrel, and ftart a pretence for 
mutining. From hence it is that man ee 
was defigned the lord of the world, 
whofe fatisfaction all: inferior beings were 
to contribute, is now the unhappiett of the 
creatures : Nay as if the whole order of 
the wniverfe were inverted, he becomes 
flave to Kis own vaflals, courts all thefe lit- 
tle fublunary things with fuch paflion, that 
if they ‘prove coy and fly his embraces, -he 
is mad’ and defperate; if they fling ilem- 
felves inito his-arms, he is then glutted and 
fatiated ; like Amnon, he hates more than 
he loved, 2 Sam. xii. 15. and is ficker ot 
his poffeffion, than he was of his defire. 


. And thus will it ever be, till we 
can es eep our defires more’ at: home, and 
not fuffer them to ramble after things with- 
out ourreach. That honeft Roman, who 
from his extraordinary induftry upon his 
little fpot of ground, received fuch an in- 
creafe, as brought him under fufpicion of 
witchcraft, isa good example for us. God 
has placed’ none of us in fo barren a foil, 
in fo forlorn a ftate, but there is fome- 
thing in it which may afford us comfort ; 
let us hufband that to the utmoft, and it is 
fearce imaginable what improvement, even 
he that appears the moft miferable, may 
make of his condition. Butif in a fullen 
humour we will not cultivate our own, 
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field, becaufe we. have perhaps more mind 
to our neighbors, we may thank ourfelves 
if we ftarve. ‘The defpifing of what God 
has already given us, is fure but cold in- 
vitation to farther bounty. Men are in- 
deed forced fometimes to reward the mu- 
tinous ; but God isnot fo to be attacked, 
nor is it that fort of violence which can ez 
ver force heaven. The Heathen could 
jay, that 7upiter fent his plagues among 
the poorer fort of men, becaufe they were 
always repining : And indeed there is fo 
much of truth in the obfervation, that our 
impatience and difcontent at our prefent 
condition, 1s the greateft provocation to 
Cod to make it worfe. 




















12. It muft therefore be refolved to be 


} 
lied a fubordination ‘and fubmiflion to 
that power which has made us fo; and to 
difpute his management of the world, to 
make other diftributions of it than what 
he has done, is to renounce our fubjection, 
and fet up for dominion. But this is yet 
more intolerable as we are chriftians, it be- 
ing a {pecial part of the evangelical difci- 
pline, cheerfully to conform to any condi- 
tion; know hpw to be abafed, and how ta 
abound, tobe full, and to be hungry, Phi. 
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iv. 12. fo be careful for nsthing, ver. 6. 
Nay, fo little does Chrift give countenance. 
to our peevifh difcontents, our wanton 
outcries when we are not hurt, that he 
requires more than a contentment, an ex- 
ultancy and tranfport of joy under the 
heavieft prefiures, under reproaches and 
perfecutions, Rejoice ye in that day, and 
leap for joy, Luke vi. 23. And fure no- 
thing can be more contrary to this, than 
to be always whining and complaining, 
inc in the Prophet’s phrafe, My lean- 

j, my leanne/s, woe is me, Wfa, xxiv. 16. 
when perhaps Mo/es’ fimile does better fit 
our flate, Fefurun waxed fat and kicked, 


}- >} ~ 
Deut exaki. 15. 


3. And as this querulous humour is 
againft our intereft and duty, fo is it vifi- 
bly againit our eafe. Itis a ficknefs of the 
mind, a perpetual knawing and craving 
of the appetite, without any poffibility of 
jatisfaction ; and indeed is the fame in the 
heart which the Caninus.appetitus is in the 
flomach: to which we may aptly enough 
apply that defcription we find in the pro- 
phet, He /hall {natch on the right hand and 
be hungry, and he fball eat on the left and 
not be fatisfed,- Ua. ix. 20. Where’ this 
fharp, this fretting hamour abounds, no- 
thing .converts into nourifhment: Every 
new acceffion does but excite fome new 


B23 








pede awaadetlals 


Care.) 


defire; and as ’tis obferved of a trencher- 
fed dog, that he taftes not one bit for the 
greedy expectation of the next; foa dif- 
contented mind is fo intent upon his pur- 
fuits, that he has no relifh of his acqueft. 
So that what the prophet fpeaks of the co- 
xetous,, is equally applicable to all other 
forts of mal-contents ; He enlarges bis de- 
i as hell, and is as death, and cannot be 
fatisfed, Hab.u. 5. And fure if the de- 
“fre accomplifhed be, as Solomon fays, fweet to 
the foul, Prov. xiil. 19. it muft be exceed- 
ingly, bitter, to be thus condemned to end- 
lefs unaccomplifhed defires ; and yet this 
is the torture which every repining un- 
contented f{pirit provides for itfelf. 


14. What a madnefs is it then for men 
to be fo defperately bent againit their in- 
tereft and duty, as to renounce even their 
eafe too for company ? One would think 
this age were fenfual enough to be at de- 
fiance with the leaft fhadow of uneafinefs. 
it is fo ] am fure where it ought not, eve- 
ry thing 1s laborious when it 1s in compli- 
ance with their duty: A few minutes fpent 
in prayer, OF what a wearine/s is it / Mal. 
il. 13. If they chance but to mifs a meal, 
they are ready to cry out, their knees are 
cveak through fafing, Plal. cix. 24.. yet 
they can without regret, or any {elf com- 
paflion, macerate and cruciate themfelves 
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with anxious cares and vexations, aid 
cs the apoftle fpeaks; 1 Tim. vi. 10, 
Pierce themfelves through with many for- 
rows. ‘Vhat propofal therefore which was 
very rafhly made by St.. Peter to our Savi- 
cur, Majer, pity thyfelf, Mat. xvi. 22. 
v hich we render be it fur from thee, would 
here be an advifed motion to the genera- 
lity of mankind, who are commonly made 
unhappy, not by any thing without them, 
but by the relftlefs impatience that ts with- 
in them. 


15. It may therefore be a feafonable of- 
fice to endeavor the appeafing thofe 
ftorms, by recalling them to thefe fober 
ridonal confidérations; which may fhew 
as well the folly, as uneafinefs of this re- 
pining unfatisfiable humour. It is cer- 
tain thatin true reafoning we can find no= 
thing whereon’ to tide it, but a great 
deal to enforce’ the contrary. Indeed it 
is fo much againft the dictate of reafona- 
ble nature to affect damage, fin, and tor- 
ment, that were there nothing elfe to be 
faid, but what I have already mentioned, 
it might competently difcover the great 
unreafonablenefs of this fin. 


16. But we need not confine our ap- 
peal to reafon, as itis cnly a judge of uti- 


lity and advantage : but enlarge it to ano 
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ther notion, as it is judge of equity and 
right: in which refpect alio it gives a clear 
and peremptory fentence againft all mur- 
muring impatience. ‘lo evince this, I 
fhallinfift upon thefe particulars. rf, 
‘That God is debtor to man, and there- 
fore whatever he affords to any, it is upon 
bounty, not of right, a benevolence not a 
due. Secondly, That this bounty is not 
itrait or narrow, confined to fome few 
particular perfons, and wholly over-ikip- 
ping the reft, but more or lefs univerfal- 
ly diffufed to all. So that he who has the 
leaft, cannot juftly fay but he has been 
liberally dealt with. Thirdly, Vhat if we 
compare our bleflings with our allays, 
our good things with our evil, we will 
find our good far furmounting. Fourthly, 
‘hat we fhall find them yet more fo, if 
we compare them with the good we have 
done; as on the contrary, we fhall find 
our affliGtions fearce difcernable if balan- 
ced with our fins. Fiftbly, ‘Vhat as God 
is rector of the univerfe, fo it appertaims 
to him to make fuch allotments, fuch 
diftributions as may belt preferve the ftate 
of the whole. Sivthly, That God not- 
withftanding that univerfal care; has al- 
fo a peculiar afpect on every particular 
perfon, and dilpofes to him what. he dif- 
cerns beft for him in fpecial. Seventhly, 
If we compare our adverifities with thafe 








of other men, we fhall always find fome- 
thing that equals, if nnot exceeds our 
own. All thefe are certain irrefragable 
truths, and there is nore of them fingle, 
but may, if well. preft{ upon the mind, 
charm it into a calmnefs and refignation ; 
but when there. is fuch a confpifation of 
arguments, it mufk be a very obftinate 
perverlenefs that can refift them: Or 
fhould they fail to enforce a full convidti- 
on, will yet introduce thofe fubfidiary 
proofs, which I have to alledge, fo ad- 
vantageouily, as will, being put altogether, 
amount unto perfect and uncontroHable 
evidence. 


If you'll be happy, be content ; 
Nor let vain Cares difturb thy peace : 

Gon, who is good and kind, hath fent 
This Meffage down ta humay Race. 
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Stoh, II, 


Of God’s Abjolute Sovereignty. 
"Tur firt propofition that God is deb- 


tor to no man, is too clear and apparent 
to'requite much ofilluftration : For as he 
isa free agent, and may ac as he pleafes, 
fo he is the fole proprietary, and can 
wrongfully detain froni none, becaufe all 
original right isin himfelf. This has been 
fo much acknowledgedby the blindefthea- 
thens, that none of them durft make info- 
jent addrefles to their gods, challenge any 
thing of them as of debt, but by facrifices 
and prayers owned their dependance and 
wants, andimploredfupplies. And fure, 
chriftianity teaches us not to.be more fau- 
cy. Ifthofe deities who owed their. very 
being to their votaries, were yet acknow- 
edged to be the {pring and fource of all, 
we can with no pretence deny it to that 
fupreme power, in whom we live, meve, and 
have our being, A&ks xvii. 28. For if it 
were merely an ad of his choice to give 
usa being, all his fubfequent bounties can 
have no other original than his own good 
pleature. We could put no obligation 
upon God before we were ; and when we 
began to be, we were his creatures, and 
fo by the moft indifputable right owe our- 
{elves to him, but can have no antecedent 
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title on which to claim any thing from 
him: So that the apoftle might well make 
the challenge which he doth on God’s be- 
half, Who hath given any thing unto him, 
and it feall be recompenced to him again ? 
Rom. xl. 35. 


2. Now ordinary difcretion teaches us, 
not to be too bold in our expectation from 
one to whom we can plead no right. It 
has aslittle of prudence as modefty, to 
prefs impudently upon the bounty of a 
patron, and does but give him temptation 
(at Jeaft pretence) to deny. And if it be 
thus with men, who poflibly may fome- 
times hayean intereft, fometimes a vanity 
to oblige; it muft be much more fo to- 
wards God, who cannot be in want of 
us, and therefore need not buy us: Our 
good, as the pfalmiit fpeaks, extends not to 
him, Pfal. xvi. 2. He hasa fundamental 
right in that little we are, which will 
ftand good tho’ it fhould never be ccr- 
roborated by greater benefits. With 
what an humble bafhfulnefs fhould we 
then fue for any thing, who have no ar- 
gument to invite the leaft donation, be- 
ing already fo pre-engaged, that we can- 
not mortgage fo much as ourfelves in con- 
fideration of any new favor? And furely, 
exiravagant hopes do very il! befit people 
in this condition. We fee the modefty 
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of good Mephivofheth, tho’ he was by a 


flanderous accufation outed of half the ef- 
tate David had given him, yet upon a re- 
fleCtion that he derived it all from his good 
pleafure, difputed not the fentence, but 
cheerfully refined to the fame difpofure, 
from wyich he received it, faying, Yea, 
let him take all, 2 Sam. xix. 30. A fare 
example, and fit for imitation, as being 
adapted to the prefent cafe, not only in 
that one circumftance of his having re- 
ceived all from the king, but alfo in that 
of the attainder of his blood; which he 
confefles in the former part of the 28th 
verfe, For all of my father’s houfe were but 
dead men before my Lord. And alas! may 
we not fay the very fame? Was not our 
whole race tainted if our firft parent? So 
that if God had not the primary title of 
vaflalage, he would in our fall have ac. 
quired that of confifcation’ and efcheat. 
And can we think ourfelves then in terms 
to capitulate, and make our own conditi- 
ons, and expect God fhould humour us 
in all our wild demands? 


3. This is indeed to keep up that old 
rebellion of our progenitor, for that con- 
fitted in. a difcontent with that portion 
God had afligned him, and coveting what 
he hadreftrainedhim.. Nay indeeditcomes 
up to the height of the devil’s propofal, 
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the attempting to be as God, Gen. li. 5. 
For ’tis an endeavor to wreit the manage- 
ment out of his hands, to fupercede his 
authority of difpenfing to us, and to carve 
for ourfelves. This is fo mad an info- 
lence, that were it pofible to ftate a cafe 
exactly parallel between man and man, 
it would raife the indignation of any that 
but pretended to ingenuity. Yet this is, 
without hyperbole, the true meaning of 
every murmuring repining thought we 
entertain. 


4. Butas bad as it is, who is there of 
us, that can in this particular fay, We 
have made our hearts clean? Prov. xx. 9. 
*Tis true we make fome formal acknow~ 
ledgment fometimes that we receive all 
from God’s gift: Cuftom teaches’ us 
from our infancy, after every meal we 
eat, to give him thanks (though even that 
is now thought too much refpect, and 
begins to be difcarded as unfafhionable :) 
yet fure he cannot be thought to do that 
in earneft, that has all the time of his eat- 
ing been grumbling that his table abounds 
not with fuch delicacies as his neigbors. 
And yet at this rate God knows are moft 
of our thanfkgivings. Indeed we have not 
fo much ordinary civility to God, as we 
have to men. The common proverb 
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eaches us, not to pry too curioufly into 
the blemitfhes of what is given us ; but on 
God’s gifts we fit as cenfors, nicely exa- 
mine every thing which isin any way dif- 
agreeable to our fancies, and as uf we dealt 
with him under the notion of chapmen, 
difparage it, as Soloman fays, buyers ufe 
to do, It is naught, it is naught faith the buy- 
er, Prov, xx. 14. Nay we feem yet more 
abfurdly to change the {cene, and as if 
God were to make oblations to us, weas 
critically obferve the deteéts of his bene- 
factions, as the Levitical priefts were to do 
thofe of the facrifice, and (like angry Det- 
ties) fcornfully reject, whatever does not 
perfectly anfwer our wanton appetites. 

5. And now, fhould God take us at our 
words, withdraw all thofe bleffings which 
we fo faftidioufly defpife, what a condition 
were we in? Tis fure we have nothing 
to plead in reverfe of that Judgment. 
There is nothing in it againft juftice ; for 
he takes but ek own. ‘This hej int bad 
to {freal, Hof. ii. 9. J will return and take 
away my corn in the time cult and my 
wine in the feafon thereof, and will recover 
my wool and my flax : In which heafferts his 
own property, My corn, my wine, &c. and 
recalls them to the remembrance that they 
were but ufufructuaries. And ‘tis as evi- 
dent that our tenureis butthesame. Nay 
this proceeding would not bei repugnant 
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even to mercy, for even that is not obligéd 
ftill to proftitute itfelf to our contempt. 
Jam lure fuch a toleration is beyond all 
Fe meafures of humen lenity. Should 
any of us offer an alms to an indigent 
Stet and he when he fees ’tis fily eT, 
fhould murmur and exclaim “that it is not 
gold, would we not draw back our hand, 
and referve our charity for a more worthy 
object ? *Tis true indeed, God’s thoughts 
are not as our thoughts, nor our narrow 
bowels equal meafures for the devine com- 
paflion ; and we experim ‘entstie find that 
his long-fuffering infinite i exceeds ours ; 
yet we know he does in the parable of the 
lord and the fervant, Mast. xxviit. declare, 
that he will proportion his mercy by ours, 
in that inftance 5a and we have no promife 
that he will not do it in this ; nay we have 
all reafon to expect he fhould : For fince 
his wifdom prompts him to do nothing in 
vain, and all his bounty to us is défigned 
tomake us happy, when he fees that end 
utterly fruftrated by our difcontents, to 
what purpofe fhould he continue that to 
which we will be neyer the better for? 


6. Befides tho’ he be exceedingly pa- 
tient, yet he is not negligent or infenfible; 
he takes particular notice: not only with 
what diligente we employ, but w: th what 
aifections we refent every of his bleffings. 
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And as ingratitude is a voice odious tomen 
fo it is extremely provoking to God ; fo 
that in this fenfe alfo, rhe words of our Sa- 
viour are moft true, Fron him that hath not 
(i. e. ) that hath not a grateful fenfe and 
value, /ball be taken away even that he hath 
Mat. xxv. 29. But we may find a threat- 
ning of this kind, more exprefs to Ifreal. 
Becaufe thou fervedfe not the Lord ihy 
God with gladnefs, and with goyfulnefs of 
heart, for the abundance of all things, there- 
ore {hall thou ferve thine enemies, whom the 
“Lord God will fend among thee, in hunger, 
and in thirft, and in nakedne/s, and in want 
ofall things, Deut, xxvill. 27. A fad and 
difmal inverfion, yet founded wholly i in 
the want of that cheerful. recognition 
which God expected from them. And 
if Ifrael, the lot of his inheritance, that 
people whom he had fingled out from all 
the nations of the world, could thus for- 
feit his favor by unthankfulnefs, fure 
none of us can fuppofe we have any furer 
entail ofit. In a word, as God lovesa 
cheerful giver, fo he alfo loves a cheer- 
ful receiver; one that complies with his 
end in beftowing, by taking a juft com- 
, placence in his gifts. But the querulous 
and unfatisfied, reproach his bounty ; ac- 
cufe him of illiberality and narrownefs of 
mind. So that he feems even in his ho- 
nor engaged td bring them to a righter 
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apprehenfion of him, and by a deprivati« 
on teach them the value of thofe good 
things which they could not learn by the 
enjoyment. 


4. If therefore ingenuity and gratitude 
cannot, yet at leaft let prudence and felf- 
love engage us again{ft this fin of Murmur- 
ing, which we fee does abundantly juftify 
the charater the wife man gives, when 
he tells us, ’¢is unprofitable, Wifd.i. 11. 
he might have faid pernicious alfo; for 
fo it evidently is in it’s effects. Let 
us then arm ourfelves againft it, and to 
that pnrpofe imprefs deeply upon. our 
minds the prefent confideration, That 
‘God owes us nothing, and that whatever 
‘We receiveis an alms, and nota tribute. 
Diogenes being afked what wine drank the 
mott pleafant, anfwered, That which is 
drank at another’s coft. And this cir- 
cum{tance we can never mils of to re- 
commend our good things to us: For be 
they little or much, they come gratis. 
When therefore ina pettifh mood we find 
ourfelves apt to charge God foolifhly, and 
to think him ftrait-handed towards us, 
let us imagine we hear God expoltulating 
with us, as the houfholder in ihe parable, 
Eriend I do thee no wrong: is it not lawful 
‘fos me to do what Lwill with my ewn? Mat, 
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xx.15. If God have not the right of dif- 
pofing, let us find out thofe that have, and 
fee how much better we thall fpeed:; But, 
if he hath let us take heed of difputing 
with him: -We that fubfift merely by his 
favor, had need court and cherifh it by 
all the arts of humble obfervance. Every 
man Is ready to fay. how ill beggary and 
pride do agree. The firft qualification 
we cannot put off: O let us not provide 
it of the other fo inconvenient, - fo odious 
an adjunct. Let_us leave off prefcribing 
to God (which no ingenious man would 
do to an earthly benefactor) and let 
us betake ourfelves to amore holy and 
luccefsful policy, the acknowledgment of 
paft mercies, and our own unworthinefs. 
“Dhis was Yacob’s method, I am not worthy 
ofthe leat of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth whith thou haft fhewed unto thy fere 
vant: for.with my faff I paffed over this 
Jordan and now-Lam:become two bands ; and 
with this humble preface he introduces 
his petition for refcue in his prefent diftrefs, 
Deliver me I pray thee from the hand of my 
brother, &c. Gen. xxx. 10, 11. An eX~ 
cellent pattern of divine rhetoric, which 
the fuccefs demonitrates to have been ve- 
ry prevalent. And we cannot tranfcribe 
better copy, to-render our defires as fuc- 
cefsful. Indeed we are fo utterly deftitute 
of all arguments from ourlelves, that we 
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can make no reafonable form of addrefs, 
if we found it not in fomething of God: 
and there is nothing even in him adapted 
to our purpofe, but his mercy; nor can 
that be fo advantageoufly urged by any 
thing, as by the former initances it has 
given of itfelf:, for as God only is fit to be 
a precedent to himfelf, fo he loves to be 
fo. ‘Thus we find, not only. Mojfes, but 
‘God often recolleéting his miraculous fa- 
vors towards J//rae/, as an argument to do 
more + Lec us therefore accoft him in his 
own way, and by a frequent and grateful 
recounting of his former mercies, engage 
him to future. Nor need we be at a lofs 
for matter of fuch recollection, if we will 
‘but ferioufly confider what we have alrea- 

dy received, which+is the fubject of the 
next fection. | 


Since God doth rule, the fovereign King, 
Let-all bis creatures bere below, 

With grateful hearts his praifes fing, 
For ev’ ry Good he doth bestow. 
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sect. II. 
Of God's unlimited Bounty. 


Ir is the kown character of an unworthy 
nature, to write Injuries in marble, and 
benefits in duft: and however fome (as 
Senaca well obferves) may acquit them- 
felves of this imputation “as to-man, yet 
fcarce any do fo in relation to God. ’Tis 
true indeed the charge mult be a little va- 
tied ; for God neither will nor can do us 
injury: Yet we receive any thing thatis 
adverfe with fuch a refentment”as if it 
were, and engrave that in our memories 
with indelible charaters, whilft his'great 
and real benefits are either not at all ob- 
ferved, or with fo tranfient an advertence, 
that the comparifon of duft is beyond our 
pitch, and we may be more properly faid 
to write them in water. Nay fo far are 
we from keeping records and regifters of 
his favors, that even thofe ftanding and 
fit ones which fenfe can prompt us to, 
(without the aid of our memories) cannot 
obtain our notice. 


Were it not thus, it were impofhble 
for men to be fo perpetually in the com- 
plaining ke Key, as if their voices were capa. 
ble of no other found. One wants this, 
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ey, 
and another that, and a third fomething 
beyond them both: and fo on ad infinitum; 
whet all this while every one of them en- 
joys a multitude of good things without 
any remark. ‘That very breath where- 
with they utter their complaints, is a 
blefling, anda fundamental one too: for, 
if God fhould withdraw that, they were 
incapable of whatfoever elfe they either 
have, or defire. *Tis true that fome 
mien’s impatience hath nien fo high, as 
to cait away life, becaufe it was not 
cloathed with all the circumitances they 
wilhed. Yet thefe are rare inftances, and 
do only thew fuch men’s depraved judg- 
ment of things. A rich jewel is not the 
lefs valuable, becaufe a mad man in his 
raving fit flings it into the fire: But as to 
the generality of men, the Devil (though 
a liar) gave a true account of their fenfe, 
when he faid, Skin for /hin, and that a man 
hath, will be give for his life, Job. i. 4. 
And though Shela g in an angry fit many 
men have with Jonas, Chap. iv. -3.. wi/hed 
todie, yet ten to one, fhould tech then 
come, they would be as willing to divert 
it, as was the man in the Apologue, whe 
wearied with his burden of fticks, flung 
it down and called for death; but when 
he came, owned no other pects for 
him, but to be helped up again with his 
bundle. I dare in this appeal to the ex- 
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perience of thofe, who have feémed vefy 
weary of life, whether when any fudde 

danger has furprifed them, it has not 4s 
fuddenly altered their mind, and 
made them have a greater defire for 
life, than before they abhorred it. °Tts 
the common faying, as long as thereis 
life there is hope: it is fo, as to fecular 
concerns, for what {trange revolutions do 
we often fee in the age of man? From 
what defpicable beginnings have many ar- 


‘rived to the moft fplendid conditions? 


Of which we have divers modern as weil 
as ancient inftancess 


Indeed ’tis admirable to fee what time & 
induftry will (with God’s blefling) effect. 
But there is no work, nor device, nor knows 
ledge, nor wifdom in thé grave, Ec. ix. 106 
Wwe can improve no more when we are 
once traniplanted thither. 


3. But this is yet much more confider- 
able in refpeét of our fpiritual ftate. Our 
life is the day wherein we are to work, John 
ix. (yea to work out Salvation:) but 
ceben the night comes (when death over- 
takes) no man can work. Now alas when it 
is confidered how much of this day the 
moft of us have ftood idle till the fixth or 
ninth hour, it will be our concern not to 
have our day clofe before the eleventh,, 
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Nay alas it fs yet worfe with us: We have 
not only been idle, but very often ill bufi- 
ed; fo that we have a great part of cur 
time to unravel, and thatis not to be done 
ina moment. For though our works may 
ftly enough be reprefented by the Pro- 
phet’s comparifon of a /pider’s web, Ifa. 
lix. 5. yet they want the beft property e- 
ven of that; they cannot be fo foon un- 
done. Vices that are radicated by time 
and cuftom, lie too deep to be lightly 
{wept away. It is no eafy thing to per- 
fuade ourfelves to the will of parting with 
them. Many violences we muft offer to 
ourfelves, a long and {trict courfe of mor- 
tification muft be gone through, e’er we 
can find in our hearts to bid them begone : 
And yet when we do fo, they are not fo 
tractible as the Centurions fervants. They 
will indeed come when ever we bid them, 
but they willfearce go fo: they muift be 
expelled by force and by flow degrees ; 
we muit fight for every inch of ground we 
gain from them : And as God would not 
affift the Hraelites to fubdue the Canaan- 
ites at once, Deut. vil. 22. fo neither ordi- 
narily does he, us to mafter perfectly our 
corruptions. Now a procefs of this diffi. 
culty is not to be difpatched on a fudden. 
And yet this is not all our tafk, for we 
haye not only ill habits to extirpate, but 
we have alfo good ones to acquire: It is 
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not a mere negative virtue will ferve our 
turns, nor will empty lamps enter us into 
the marriage-chamber, Mat. xxv. 10. We 
muft add to our faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, &c. 
2 Pet. ans. 


4. And now I would defire the Reader 
ferioufly to confider, whether he can upon 
good grounds tell himfelf that this fo difh- 
cult, (and yet fo neceflary) a work is et- 
feétually wrought in him. fit be, he is 
a happy man, and can with no pretence 
complain of any external want: (he, that 
is fed with Manna, mutt be ftrangely per- 
verfe if he murmur for a belly-full of /eeks 
and onions, Num. xi. 15.) But on the con- 
trary, he owes infinite thanks to God, 
that has {pared him time for this impor- 
tant bufinefs, and did not put a period to 
his natural life, before he had begun a {pi- 
ritual. For I fear there are among the 
beft of us few of fo entire an imnocence, 
but they may remember fome, either ha- 
bits or acts of fin, in which it would have 
been dreadful for them to have been 
inatched away. And then how compre- 
henfive, how prolific a mercy has life 
been to them, when it has carried eternity 
in its womb, and their continuance on 
earth has qualified them for heaven? Nei- 
ther.are fuch perfons only to look on it as 
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a bleifing in the retrofpeét, as it relates to 
the patt, | but alfo in the prefent and future; 
which if they continue to employ well, 
does not only confirm, but advance their 
reward. Befides God may pleafe by 
them to glorify himfelf, make them in- 
ftrumental to his fervice; which as it is 
the greateft honor, fo it is alfo the great- 
eft fatisfation to a agood heart. He fhews 
himfelf too mercenary that fo longs for 
his reward, as to grow impatient of his 
attendance: He that loves God, thinks 
himfelf bleft in the opportunity of doing 
work, as well as in receiving wages. Thus 
we fee how lifeis under all thefe afpects, a 
mercy to apious man, and fuch as not 
only obliges him to contentment, but 
gratitude. 


. But fuppofing a man cannot give 
his comfortable account of his life, but 
is <onfcious that he has fpent it toa very 
different purpofe, yet.does not that at all 
leffen his obligatigns to God, who meant 
he fhould have employed it better, and 
that he has not done fois merely oe own 
fault. Nay indeed the worfe his flate is, 
the greater mercy itis, that God has spit 
made it irrev erfible, that he has not cut 
him off at once from the earth, and the 
poihibility of Heaven too, but affords him 
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yet a longer day, Py yet he will hear: his 
voice, Plal. xcv. 7. ‘This. long- fuffering 
is one of the moft tranfcendant aéts of di- 
vine goodnefs, and therefore the Apoftle 
rightly ftilesit the the riches of his goodnefs, 
and long Suffering, and forbearquce, Rom. 
i. 4. “And fo at laft we commonly ac- 
knowledge it, when we have worn it out, 
and can no longer receive advantage by it. 
What a value ‘does a gafping defpairing 
foul put upon a fmall parcel of that time, 
which before he knew not how faft enough 
to {quander? Oh that men would fet the 
fame eftimate on it before: and then cer- 
tainly as it would make them better huf- 
bands of it, fo it would alfo render them 
more thankful for it, Accounting that the 
long- ful iufering of our Lord ‘ts Salvation, 2. 
Pet. iil. 15. 


6. Indeed did men but rightly com- 
pute the benefit of’ life upon this fcorey, 


all fecular’ encumbrances and uneafinefles 


of it would: be overwhelmed, and ftand 
only as cyphers in the’ detount. What a 
fhame is it then’ that we fhould fpend our 
breath in fighs and out-cries ? which if we 
would employ to thofe nobler ends for 
_ which it was given, would fuperfede our 
- complaints, and make us confels we were 
well dealt with: that on /ife (though bare 
and {tripped of all outward acceffaries) is 
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given us for a prey, Jer.xlv.5. And in- 
deed he that has yet the great work of 
life todo, can very. ill {pare time or for- 
row to. beftow upon the regretting any 
emporal diftrefs, fince his whole {tock i8 
little enough to bewail and repair his neg- 
le€ts of his eternal concerns. Were our. 
lives therefore deftitute of all outward 
comfort, nay were they nothing but a 
feene of perpetual difafters, yet this one 
advantage’ of life would infinitely out- 
weigh them all, and render our murmur- 
ing very inexcufable, 


7. But God has not put this to the ut- 
moft trial, has never placed any man in 
fuch a ftate of unmixed calamity, but 
that he fill affords many and great com- 
forts: he finds it fit fometimes to diminifh 
fome of our outward comforts, and per- 
haps imbitter others, but he never takes 
all way. This muft be acknowledged, if 
we dobut confider how many things there 
are in which the whole race of mankind 
do in common partake. ‘The four ele- 
ments, fireand water, air andearth, do 
not more make up every man’s compofj- 
tion, that they fupply his needs: the 
whole‘ hoft of heaven, the fun, moon, 
and ftars,, Mo/es, will tell us, are by Ged 
divided to all nations under the whole heaveny 
Deut. iy. 19. Thofe refplendent bodiess 
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equally afford their light and influence to 
all.. he fun thines as bright on the poor 
cottage, as on the moft magnificent pa- 
lace; and the {tars have their benign af- 
pects, as well for him that is bebind, the 
mill, as for bim that fitteth on the throne, 
Exod. xi. 5. Property (the great incen- 
diary below) breeds no confufion in thofe 
celeftial orbs, but they are every man’s 
treafure, yet no man’s peculiar,. (as if 
they meant to teach us, that our love of 
appropriation de/cends not from above, James 
lil, 15, is no heavenly quality.) 
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§. And as they make no diftinGtion of 
the ranks and degrees of men, fo neither 
do they of their virtues. Our Saviour 
tells us, God caufes his fun to rife on the 
juft and on the unjuft, Mat. v. 45. Ifnow 
we defcend lower to the fublunary crea- 

, tures, they equally pay their homage to 
man, do not difdain the dominion of the. 
poor, and fubmit to that of the rich, but 
fhew us that, their inftinct extends to the 
whole nature... An horfe draws the poor 
man’s plough, as tamely as the prince’s. 
charrict, and the beggar’s hungry cur | 
follows him with as much obfequiofnefs 
and affection, as. the pampered lap-dogs 
of the niceft ladies. The fheep obey a 
poor mercenary: fhepherd as well as they 
did the daughter’s of the wealthy Laban, 
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Gen. xxix. g. or of Yethroa prince, Exod: 
ii. 26. and as willingly yield their fleece 
to clothe Lazarus, as to make purple for 
Dives. And as animals, fo vegetables are 
as communicative of their qualities to one 
man as another. The corn nouvrifhes, 
the fruits refrefh, the flowers delight, the 
fimples cure the poor man as well as the 
rich. 


9. But I forefee it will be objected, that 
thefe natural privileges are infignificant 
becaule they are evacuated by thofe pofi- 
tive laws which bound propriety, and that 
therefore though one man could ufe the 
ereatures as well as another, yet every 
man have them not to ufe. I anfwer, 
that for fome of the things I have menti- 
oned, they are {till in their native lati- 
tude, cannot be inclofed or monopolized. 
‘Lhe moft ravenous opprefior could never 
yet lock up the fun in his cheft: He that 
lays houfe to houfe, and land to land, till 
there be no place, lla. v. 8. cannot inclofe 
the common air; and the like may be faid 
of divers of the reft: So that there are. 
fome (and thofe no mean blefiings) which 
continue ftiyl the indefeafible right of man- 
sind in general. 


10. As for thofe other things whicl: 
are liable to the reftrictive terins of meum 
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and ¢uum, *tis not the difpenfing them ; 
as great -as Nathan’s parable defcribes, 
when he {peaks of the numerous flocks of 
the rich man, and the fingle ewe lamb of 
the poor, 2 Sam. xii. 2, yet there is fcarce 
any fo deplorably indigent, but by one 
means or other, he has or may have the 
neceflary fupports of life. Perhaps they 
fal: not into his lap by birth-right and in- 
heritance, yet they are acquirable by la- 
bor and induftry, which is perhaps the 
better tenure. ‘They jcannot, it may be, 
arrive to Sodom’s fulne/s of bread, yet if 
they have not her abundance of idjene/s, 
Ezek. xvi. 40. they commonly need not 
want that, which was the height of 4w- 
gur’s with, food convenient, Prov. xxx. 8. © 
Tis true indeed, if they will fold their 
hands in their bofom, if with Solomon’s 
fluggard, they will not plough by reafon of the 
cold, they muft- take his fate in the fum- 
mer, as they have his eafe in the winter, 
they may beg in harveft, and bave nothing, 
Prov. xx. 4. But then ’tis vifible they 
are the authors of their own necefilities. 
Aud indeed to men of fuch lazy carelefs 
natures, “tis hard to fay, what degree of 
God’s bounty can keep them from want, 
fince we often fee the faireft fortune’s dif- 
fipated, as well by the fupine negligence, 
as the riotous prodigality of the owners. 
And'therefore if men will be idle, they 
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are not to accufe God, but themfelves, if 
they be indigent. 


x1. But then there is one cafe wherein 
men feem more inevitably expofed, and 
that is, when by age, ficknefs, or decre- 
pidnefs, they are difabled from work, or 
when their family is toonumerous for their 
work to maintain. And thisindeed feems 
that moft forlorn ftate of poverty; yet 
God has provided for them alfo, by affign- 
ing fuch perfons to the care of the rich: 
Nay, he has put an extraordinary mark 
of fayour on them, given them the honour 
of being his proxies reprefentatives, made. 
them leiters of attorney (asit were )'to de- 
mand relief in hisname, and upon his ac- 
count. And though tis too true, that even 
that authority will not prevail with many 
of the rich to open their purfes, yet even 
in this age of frozen charity, there are 
{till fome who remember upon what terms 
they received their wealth, and employ it 
accordingly. And though the number 
of them is not fo great as it were to be 
wifhed, yet there are in all parts, fome 
fcattered here and there, like cities of re- 
fege in the land, Deut. xix. 2. to which 
thefe poor diltrefled creatures may flee for 
fuccour. And I think I may iay, that 
between the legal provifions that are made 
in this cale, and voluntary contributions, 
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there are not very many that want the 
things that are of abfolute neceffity: and 
we know Sr. Paul comprifes thofe in a 


{mail compats, food and raiment, and pro- 


pofes them as iuihcient materials of con- 
tent, 1 Zim. vi. 8. I fay not this, to con- 
tract any man’s bowels, or Jeflen h’s com- 
patlion for fuch poor wretches. For how- 
muchioever they lend, I wifh as Feab did 
in another cafe to David, the Lord in- 
creafe it an hundred fold, 2 Sam. XXIV. 3. 
I only urge it as an evidence of the afler- 
tion | am to prove, that no man is fo pre- 
termitted by God, or his difpofal of tem- 
porals, but that even he that feems the 
moft abandoned, has a fhare in his provi- 
dence, and confequently- cannot jultly 
murmur, fince even this ftate which 1s 
the higheft inftance of human indigence, 
is not without its receivings from God. 


12. But the number in this form are 
but few, compared to thofe in a higher; 
for between this and the highelt affluence, 
how many intermediate degrees are there, 
in which men partake not only of the ne- 
ceflaries, but comforts of life ; that have 
not only food and raiment, but their dif- 
tinCtion of holy-day and working-day, 
fare and appaerel ? He that is but one ftep 
advanced from beggary has fo much, he 
that has got to a fecond has more than is 
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neceflary ; and fo every degree rilés ini 
pleicty till it comes to vanity and excefs : 
And even there too, there are gradual ri- 
tings, forme having fo much fewel for 
luxury, that they are at as great a lofs for 
invention, as others can be for materials, 
and complain that there are no further 
riots left for them to eflay. How many 
are. there who have fo cloyedand glutted 
their fenfes, that they want fome other 
inlets for pleafure, and with the rich mao 
in the gofpel, are in: diftrefs where to be: 


Stow: their abundance ! 


13. And fure fuch as thefe cannot de- 
ny that they have received good things, 
yet generally there arenone lefs content- 
ed ; which is ‘a clear demonftration ‘that 
our repinings proceed not from any -de- 
fe& of bounty in God, but from’ the ma- 
lignant temper of our own hearts. And as 
itis an eafier thing to fatisfy the cravings 
ofan hungry, than to curethe naufeous 
recoilings of a furfeited ftomach : fo’ cer- 
tainly the difcontents of the poor are much 
eafier allayed than thofe of therich. The 
indigence of the one has contracted his 
defires, and has taught him’ not to‘look 
further than a little beyond bare necefia- 
ries, fo 'that 4 moderate alms fatisfies, and 
a liberal, tranfports him: Buthe who by a 
perpetual repletion has his defres ftretch- 
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his body, 1s a piece of admirable work- 
manfhip, of a moft incomprehenfible con- 

rivance, as the Pfalmift Tayas He is fear- 
fully and wonderfully made ;.and ’tis atto- 
nifhing. to think of what a fymetry of 
parts this beautiful fabric is made up. Nor 
arethey only for fhew, but ufe; every 
member, every limb is endowed with a 
particular faculty to make it ferviceable 
to the whole; and in ae admirable con- 
texture of veins and arteries, finews and 
mufcles, nerves and poneea none are 
fuperfluous, but fome way or other con- 
tribute to vegetation, fenfe, or motion, 
Nay, the moft noble and moft ufeful parts 
are all of them double, not only as a re- 
ferve in cafe of mifadventure of one part; 
but alfoas an inflance of the bounty of 
the donor. And indeed it is obfervable 
of Galen in his writings, that after he had 
taken great eare to exempt himfelf and 
all of his profeffion from taking notice of 
the Deity, by faying, That to difcourfe 
concerning the Gods, was the tafk of {pe- 
culative philofophers ; ; yet coming to write 
de uf/n partium, and confidering the frame 
of human bodies, and therein difcovering 
the. wonderfal. contrivance: of every part 
in reference to itfelf, and alfo to the whole; 
their flrength, agility, and various move- 
ment, infinitely furpafling the powers of 
mechaaic engines; he feems to have had 




























C “8 


the fate we read of Saul in holy feripture, 
and again{ft his genius and purpole, to be- 
come a prophet, breaking frequently out 
into hymns and facred raptures, daying, 

, Thete myfteries are more divine than the 
Samothracian or Eleufinian; and contefling 
sat both itrictly require, and infinitely 
excel the low returns of human praife. 
But beyond the fabric of parts. as organic, 
what an extract of wonder are our Giese 
thofe jive operations of the Lord, as the fon 
of Sirach righ tly (andby way of eminence) 
{tiles them Eccl. xvii. 5? By thefe we 
draw all outward objects to ourfelves. 
What were the beaufies of the univerfe to 
us, if we had not fight to behold them, or 
the moft melodious “founds, if we had not 
hearing? and fo of the reft. And yet 
thefe are not only generally given, butal- 
fo preferved to the greater part of men ; 
and perhaps would be to more, did not 
our bafe undervaluing of common mer- 
cies, force God fometimes to inftrué& us 
in their. worth. by making us feel what it 
ig to want them. 


15. Multitudes of refrefhments God 
alfo has‘ provided for our bodies, particu- 
larly that of fleep, of which he’ has been 
fo confiderate, asin his’ diftributions of 
time, to titake afolemn allotment for it: 
Yet who almoft, when he les down, con- 
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fiders the mercy, or when he rifes refrefh- 
ed, rifes thankful alfo ? But if our reft af 
any time be interrupted by the cares of our 
mind, or pains of our bodies, then and on- 
ly then, we confider, that it is God who 
gives his beloved fleep, Plal. cxxvii. 2. and 
think it a blefling worth our efteem. Thus 
it is with health, ftrength, and every thing 
elfe, we defpife it while we have it, and 
impatiently defire it whilft we have it not, 
but in the mean time fure we cannot 
complain, that God’s hand is fhortened 
towards us, when in the ordinary courfe 
of his providence we commonly enjoy 
thefe mercies many years, which we find 
fo much want of, if they be withdrawn 
but for a few hours. And indeed, there 
is not a greater inftance of human corrup- 
tion than our fenfelels contempt of bleis- 
ings, merely becaufe they are cultomary; 
which in true reafon is an argument why 
we fhould prize them the more. When 
we deal with men, we difcern it well 
enough, he that gives me once an hun. 
dred pounds, I account not fo much my 
benefactor, as if he madeit my annual re- 
venue; yet God muft lofe his thanks, by 
multiplying his favors; and his benefits 
grow more inyifible by their being always 
before us. 


16. But the body (with its enjoyment) 
E 
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is but the loweft inftanceof God’s bounty, 
*tis but a decent cafe for that ineftimable 
jewel he has putin it: The foul, like the 
atk, is the thing for which this whole 
tabernacle was framed, and that is a fpark 
of divinity in which alone it is that God 
accomplifhed his defign of making man 
in his own image, Gen. 1. 26. It would 
be too long to attempt an exact furvey of 
its particular excellencies. ‘The mere in- 
tellectual powers wherewith it 1s endued, 
have exercifed the curiofity, and raifed the 
admiration of the great contemplations of 
nature in all ages ; yet after all, of fo fub- 
tile compofure is the foul, that it is in- 
{crutable even to itfelf: And thongh the 
fimpleft man knows he has the faculties 
of imagination, apprehenfion, memory, 
refleQion ; yet the moft learned cannot 
affign where they are feated, or by what 
means they operate. It is enough to us 
that we have them, and many excellent 
ufes for them; one whereof (and a moft 
neceflary one) is a thankful reflection on 
the goodnefs of God who gave them. He 
might have made us in the very loweit 
form of creatures, infenfible ftocks or 
{tones; or if he had advanced usa ftep 
higher, he might have fixed us among 
mere animals, made us perhaps of the 
noxious, at beft of the tamer fort of beafts; 
but he has placed us in the higheft rank. 
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of vifible creatures, and not only given us 
dominion over the works of bis hands, Pfal. 
vill. 6. but has given reafon wherewith to 
manage that fovereignty, without which 
we had only been the more matterly fort 
of brutes. 


17. Yet ftill the foul is to be confider- 
éedinahigher notion, than of its immor- 
tality and capacity of endlefs blifs: And 
here indeed it owns its extraction, and is 
an image of the firft Being, whofe felici- 
ty is co-exiftent with himielf; this, as it 
is the moft tranfcendent accomplifhment 
of nature, fo it 1s moft univerfal. Whate 
ever difparity there may be between man 
and man in other refpects, yet in this all 
are equal. ‘The poor beggar at the gate 
has a foul as capacious of eternal happi- 
nefs as his whofe crumbs he begs for, (nay 
fometimes better prepared for it, as ‘that 
parable fhews, Luke xvi. 11.) And tho’ 
the dignities of earth are the prize of the 
rich and noble, the fubtle and defigning, 
yet heaven is as eafily mounted from the 
dunghill as the throne: and an honeft 
fimplicity will fooner bring us thither than 
the Machiavelian policy. Nay God has 
not only defigned us to fo glorious an end, 
by it has = hese all on his part to fecure us ap 

; fent his Son to lead us the way, his 
Spirit to quicken usin it. We need not 











) 


difpute how univerfal this is ; it is fure it 
concerns all to whom I am now fpeak- 
ing, thofe that are within the pale of the 
church: And if it fhould prove confined 
only to them, the more peculiar is their ob- 
ligation, and are thus fingled from the 
teft of the world, and the greater ought 
to be their thankfulnefs. ‘The heathen 
Philofopher made it matter of his folemn 
acknowledgment to fortune, that he was 
born a Grecian and not a Barbarian: And 
fure the advantages of our Chriftianity 
are of a much higher ftrain, and ought to 
be infinitely more celebrated. The Apoftle 
we find often applauding this glorious pri- 
vilege, as that which makes us fel/ow-citi- 
zens with the faints, and of the houfbold of 
God, Fphef. ii. 19. Nay, which elevates 
us toa higher ftate, the adoption of fons, 
Gal. iv. 5: Not only fons, but 4eirs alfo 
with Ged, and soint heirs of Chrift, Rom. 
viii. 17. And what ambition is there fo 
greedy which this will not fatisfy? Yet 
this is our common ftate, the birth-right 
of our regeneration, if we not degrade our 
ourfelves, and with E/au fell our title. 




























18. And now methinks every man may 
mterrogate himfelf in the fame form 
wherein Yonadab did Amnon, 2 Sam. xu. 
4. Why art thou, being the king’s fon, thus 
ean from day to day ? Why fhould a per- 
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fon adopted by the King of kings, thus 
languifh and pine? What is there below 
the fun worthy his notice, much lefs de- 
fires, that hath a kingdom above it? Cer-- 
tainly did we but know how to eftimate 
ourfelves upon this account, it were im- 
poflible for us, with fuch fordid conde- 
{cenfions, to court every petty worldly in- 
tereft, and fo impatiently vex ourfelves 
when we cannot attain it. Alas! how un- 
worthily do we bear the names of Chrifti- 
ans, when that which carried the forefa- 
thers of our faith through the moft fiery 
trials, cannot fupport us under the difap- 
pointment of any exrtavagant defire? They 
had fuch re/pect to the recompence of the re- 
ward, Heb. xi. 26. as made them cheer- 
fully expofe their fame'to ignominy, their 
goods to rapine, their bodies to the moft 
exquifite tortures, and their lives to 
death. Yet the fame hopes cannot work 
us to any tolerable degree of patience, 
when we fuffer the finalleft diminution of 
any of thefe. What fhall we fay? Is hea- 
ven grown lefs valuable, or earth more 
than it was then? No furely, but we are 
more infatuated in our eftimates, we have 
fo long abetted the rivalry of the hand- 
maid, that the miftrefs, like Sarah, ap- 
pears defpicable. Like fonah we fit down 
fullen upon the withering of a gourd, 
never confidering that God has provided 
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us a better fhelter, a building of God eternal 
in the heavens, 2 Cor. vy. 1. Indeed, there 
can be no temporal deftitution fo great, 
which fuch an expectation cannot make 
fupportable. Were we in Job’s conditi- 
on, fitting upon a dunghill, and fcraping 
ourfelves with a potfheard, yet as long as 
we can fay with him, Our Redeemer liveth, 
Job xix. 25. we have ‘all reafon to fay with 
him alfo, Bleffed be the name of the Lorn, 
Job, i. 21. What a madnefs is it then for 
us to expofe ourfelves to be pierced and 
wounded by every temporal adverfity, 
who have fo impenetrable an armour? 
Nay, what an ungrateful reproach is it to 
that goodnefs of God, to fhew that we can- 
not make him a counterpoife to the moft 
trivial fecular fatisfa€tion? on which ac- 
count fure he may again take up that ex- 
probating complaint we find in the Pro- 
phet, A goodly price that I was valued at of 
them, Lac. Xi. 13. 




























19. But how mean foever he is in our 
eyes, though Chrift feem the fame to us 
tn his glory which he did in his abafement, 
to have no beauty that we fhould defire 
him; yet he puts another rate upon him- 
felf, and tells us, Phat he that loves father 
or pre er, fon or daughter, more than me, 

ot worthy of me, Matth. x. 37. Now 
our Hove and our joy are paffions coinci- 
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fuch a cloud of witneffes, fuch fignai ted- 
timonies of God’s goodnefs tous: For 
when we have muttered up all our little 
grievances, moit critically examined all 
our wants, we fhall find them very unpro- 
portionable to our comforts, and to our 
receivings ; in which comparative notion, 
the next fection is to confider them. 


God’s bounty’s great, his mercy fure ; 
Let none repine howe’ er oppre/t, 

His truth for ever will endure, 
His Saints in him may fure'y rept. 


Great Ged give me my daily bread, 
And what thou feeft good for me: 

For by Faruoran we are fed, 

Let all the world fing praife to thee. 
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Of the Surplufage of our Enjoyments above 
our Sufferings. 


To regulate our eftimate of thofe things 
which we either enjoy or fuffer, there are 
three precedent queries to be made: The 
firft of their number or plenty, the fecond 
Of their weight, the third of their conftan- 
ey and continuance ; for according as they 
partake more of thele properties, every 
good is more good, and every evil is more 
evil. It will therefore be our beft me. 
thod of triai in the prefent cafe, to com- 
pare our bleilings and our calamities in 
thefe three refpects. 


2. And firfl in part of plenty, the 
mercies of God are the fource of all our 
| good, are fet out toms in holy fcripture 
in the moft fupurlative ftrain. ‘They are 
multitude, Pla]. ci. 20. Plentious redem- 
ption, Plal...cxxx. 9.4, As, pigh.ai be 
heaven, Pfal. cia. 11. He fills all things 
living with plenteoufne/s, Pial. cxlv. 16. 
His mercies indeed are fuch as come 
not within the compafs of number, but 
ftretch themfelves to infinity; andare 
beft reprefented by fuch a calculation as 
God made to Abraham, when he fhewed 
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him the numeroufnefs of his pofterity by 
the innumerablenefs of the ftars, Gen. 

xy. 5. Were there but a fingle mercy 
apportioned to each minute of our lives, 
the fum would arife very high: But how 
is our arithmetic confounded, when every 
minute has more than we can diftindly 
number? for befides the original ftock 
mentioned in the laft feCtion, and the ac- 
ceflion of new bout.ty, the giving us fome- 
what which we had not before; what an 
accumulative mercy is it, the preferving 
what we have? we are made up of fo ma- 
ny pieces, we have fuch variety of inte- 
re{ts, {piritual, temporal, public and pri- 
vate; for ourfelves, our friends, and de- 
pendants, that itis not a confufed general 
regard that will keep all thefe in fecurity 
one moment. We are like a vaft build- 
ing, which cofts as much to maintain as to 
erect. And indeed confidering the cor- 
ruptiblenefs of our materials, our prefer- 
vation is no lefs a work of omnipotence, 
than our firft forming: Nay perhaps it is 
rather a greater. Our original clay though 
it had no aptnefs, yet it had no averfion 
to the receiving a human form; but was 

in the hand of the potter to make it what 
he pleafed : But we now have principles 
of decay within us, which vehemently tend 
to diflolution ; we want the fupplies of fe- 
veral things without us, the failing where- 
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of return us again to our duft. Nay we 
, do not only need the aid, but we fear the 
| hoftility of outward things. That every air 
which fometimes refrefhes us, may at ano- 
ther ftarve & freeze us; that which warms 
arid coniforts, has alfo a power of confum- 
ing us. Yea that very meat which nou- 
rifhes, may choak and ftiflle us. Ina 
word, there is no creatare fo defpicable, 
fo inconfiderable, which may not fome- 
times ferve, and which may not at any. 
time (if God permit) ruin us. Now, 
whence is it that we fo conftantly, fo fre- 
quently find the good, the benign effica- 
cy of thefe things, and fo feldom, fo rare- 
ly the evil? Whence I fay is it, but from 
the active unwearied providence, which 
draws forth the better properties of the 
S| | creatures for our ufe, and reftrains the 
worfer for our fecurity ? which with a par- 
ticular advertence watches not only over e- 
very perfon, but over every feveral con- 
cern of that perfon. And how aftonifhing 
a contemplation is this? If the mere eb- 
bing and flowing of the fea, put the Phi- 
lofopher into fuch an ecftacy, that he flung 
himfelf into it, becaufe he could not com- 
prehend the infcrutable caufe of it; in 
what perpetual raptures of admiration 
may we be, who have every minute 
within us, and about us more and greater 
-wonders, and thofe too in our favor, 
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Cre) 
when we deferve rather the divine pow- 
- er fhould exert itfelf into our deftruction? 


3. But alas! our danger from the vifi- 
ble creature, is little compared with thofe 
from the fpirits of darknefs. We wrefle 
nat only with fichh and blood, but with prin- 
cipalities and powers, with /piritual wicked- 
nefs, &c. Mphef. vi. 12. So inveterate 
is the enmity between the ferpent and the 
feed of the woman in general, that he 
watches all advantages againit us, not on- 
ly in our fouls, but_even our bodies, our 
goods, and in every part of our concerns. 
Thus we fee ‘he not only affaulted ‘Yob’s 
foul, by the wicked infinuations of his 
wife, (with more effect) his body with 
boils and fores, his pofleilions by the Chal- 
deans and Sabeans, and the images of him- 
felf, his deareft children, by a wind from 
the wildernefs, Job i. And can we think 
his malice is now worn out? No furely, 
he {till wifhes as ill to mankind as ever, 
and we fhould {con fee the woful effects 
of it, did not the fame power which let 
loofe for Yob’s trial, reftrain him for our 
fafety. Nay, had he but power to af- 
fright, though net to hurt us, even that 
would make our lives very unccmfortable. 
We cannot hear the relation of {prights or 
apparitions, but our ble cd chills upon it, 
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cand a horror runs through our veins : 
“What fhould we then do if he fhould make 
_his night-walks through our. chamber, and 
with, his illufory terrors difturb our reft? 
Yet. all this.and much more he would. do, 
af.God did not.chain.up this o/d dragon, 
Rev. xx. Nay, if he were not at the.ex- 
» pence of a guard about , us, and thofe.no 
defs than angels. I fhall not, difpute whe- 
ther every perfon. hath not_ his’, peculiar 
guardian:: , For, though many have not 
improbably afferted it, we, have ground 
enough of acquiefcence in the-general af- 
firmation of the Apoftle, That they are all 
sunifeering fpisits, fent forth. to miuifter for 
them, wha fball be heirs of falvation,: Heb. 
1,14. And now if the reader pleafe to 
{um up. how many are his concerns, and 
how many are the dangers await him in 
them all, he cannot fure render the ac- 
, count of thofe mercies, which preferve the 
one, and divert: the other, in any: other 
phrafe tahn that of the pfalmift, . They are 
more than I am able ta expre/s, Pfal. xl. 5. 


4+ We may. now challenge the moft mi- 
ferable or the moft querelous man living, 
to preduce caufes.of complaint,, proporti- 
onable tothofe of thanfgiving. _He.that 
has the greateft {tock of calamities, can 
never vie with the heaps of benefits; the 
difproportion is greater than that of the 
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armies of Ahab and Benhadad, 1 Kings, 
xx. 27. whereof the one was like two /it- 
tle flocks of kids, the other filled the country, : 
God has told us that he afficts not willing- 
ly, nor grieves the children of men, Lam. i. 
33. whereas on the contrary, he delighteth 
Gn mercy, Micah vii. 18. “We may judge: 
by’ourfelves which he is likelieft often to 
repeat, thofe aéts which he doth with re- 
gret and reluctancy, or thofe which he 
does with pleafure and delight. But we 
nced no inferences: where we have the at-: 
teftation of ‘experience. ‘Let every man 
therefore make this his judge in this cafe, 
let him every night recollect, how many 
things within and about him he is concern- 
ed in, and confider how many of thofe 
have been preferved entire to’ him,  ftill 
accounting every thing fo continued asa 
mew donation. If he begin with ‘his Spi- 
ritual ftate, ’tis too poflible he may fome= 
times find he has loft his innocence, come 
mitted fome, perhaps many fins: But e& 
ven in 'thefe he. will find caufe to juftify 
God, -if he do but recolle&t with what in- 
ward checks and’ admonitions, and out- 
ward reftraints, God has endeavored to 
bridle him.’ If he will break through 
thofe fences, that does not at all derogate 
from the mercy of God which fo guarded 
him, but it rather illuftrates his goodnefs, 
that after fo many quenchings of his fpi- 
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rit, does yet continue its influence.  Sé 

that even he that has the moft deplorably. 
violated his integrity, is yet to'confefs that 
God’s purpofe was to have. prefervedtt.en-\ 
tire; and he might really’fo have kept it, 

had he complied with thofe aids which 

were afforded him. But in temporal con- 

cerns we are not fo apt to undermine our- 

felves, and therefore fhall much more 

rarely find we have fuffered detriment in 
them, that in our fpiritual ; but are there, 
ordinarily like to meet’ with a better ac- 
count. Let aman therefore confider what 
is lacking to him of all the fecular- good 
things he had in the morning, and tell me, 
whether for the moit part he may not 
give fuch.an account, as the Hraelitith of-: 
ircers did oftheir men, after the flaugh- 
ter of the Midinnites, That be hath net. 
lof one, Numb. xxxl. 39. Or if fome- 
times he do fuffer a diminution, yet at; 
the worlk he will find that many more. 
good things have been preferved to him, 
than have been taken from him. A man 
may perhaps meet with fome damage in 
his eilate, yet "tis manifold odds that that 
damage is but partial, and that he has 
iti more left than is loft. - Or if it be 
More entire, yet if he have his health, his 
limbs, his fenfes, his friends; and all 
things befide his eftate left him, fo that 
for one thing he has loft, he ftill retains 
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a multitude, he may fay ofitas the difc!. 
ples of the few loaves, What is this among 
fo many, Matth. xiv. 17. Ariftippus being 
bemoaned for the lofe of a farm, replied 
with fome fharpnefs upon his condoler, 
You have but one field, and I have yet 
three left, why fhould I not rather grieve 
for you? Intimating that a man is not fo 
much to eftimate what ha has loft, as 
what he has left. A piece of wifdom which 
i he wolud trantcribe, we might quickly 
onvince ourfelves, that even inour moft 
sre eftate there are as Elijah {peaks, 
More with us than again? us, 2 Rings v1. 
16. that our enjoyments are more than 
our fufferings, ‘and God’s atts. of grace 
do far out-number thofe of his feverity, 





s. And as they do out-number, fo al. 
fo do they outweigh them. The mercies 
we receive from God are (as the laft fec- 
tion has fhewed) of the greateft import- 
ance; the moft fubftantial folid goods ; 

and ve greateft of all, I mean thofe 
which concern our eternal {tate, are fo 
firmly fixed on us, that unlefs we will 
voluntarily quit our claim, ’tis not in the 
power of men or devils to ceiaat us. Light 
bodies are eafily blown away by every 
gult of wind, but this weight of glery, as 
the Apoftle calls it, 2 Cor. iv. 1.7... conti 
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nues firm and ftable, is proof againft all 
ftorms, like the /hadow of a great rock in a 
weary land, Wa. xxxii. 2. Thofe dark 
fketches we have of it, might have ferved 
to refrefh and deceive the tedioufnefs of 
our pilgrimage, and therefore the moft 
formidable calamities of this life are below 
all meafures of comparifon with this hope 
of our calling, this riches of the glory of ow 
inheritance, Eph. iii. 16. ‘The heavieft 
and moft prefling of our afflictions are to 
that, but like the fmall duft of the balance, 
Ifa. xl. 15. fo that it we fhould here ftop 
our Inquifition, we have a fufficient refo- 
lution of the prefent queftion, and muft 
conclude, that God has given us an abun- 
dant counterpoife of all, we either do or 
can fuffer here. 


6. If therefore ther be any fo forlorn 
as to temporals, that he can fetch thence 
no evidence of God’s fatherly care of him, 
yet this one confideration may folve his 
doubts, and convince him that he 1s not 
abdicated by him, We read of no gifts 
Abraham gave aac, yet to the fons of the 
concubines ’tis faid he did, Gen. xxv. 6. 
It had been a very fallacious inference, if 
Tfaac fhould have concluded himfelf neg- 
teed, becaufe his far great porertion was 
but in reverfions. And it will the fame 
in any of us, if we argue an unkindneds 
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from any temporal wants who have the 
entail of an eternal inheritance. But 
furely God does not leave himfelf without wit- 
nefs, Acts xiv. 17. even in fecular things ; 
there is no man breathing but has fome 
bleffings of his left hand, as well as his 
right, as 1 have already mentioned : and 
unleis it be fome few prodigies of calami- 
ty, in whofe punifhment or patience God 
defigns fignally to glorify himfelf, there 
are none who enjoy not greater comforts 
of life than thofe they want, I mean fuch 
as are really greater, though perhaps, to 
their prejudicate fancies they do not ap- 
pear fo. ‘Thus in point of health, if a man 
be difaffected in one part, yer all the reft 
of his body may be (and often is) well ; 
or if he have a’ complication, and have 
more than one difeafe, yet there is no 
man that hasall, or half fo many as are 
incident to human bodies, fo that he is 
comparatively more healthy than fick. So 
again it % Not very common for a man to 
lofe alimb, or fenfe; the generality of them 
keep them totheir lait; and they who do, 
have in that an overbalance to moft out- 
ward adverfities ; and even they who are 
fo unhappy to lofe one, yet commonly 
keep the refit, at leaft the major part: or 
if at any time any man is left\a mere 
breathing trunk, yet itis by fuch ftupify- 
ing difeafes as deaden the fenfes, or fuch 
mortal ones as foon take them away; and 
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fo the remedy overtakesthe naalady. Be- 
fides it pleales God very often to make 
compenfation for the want of one member 
or faculty by improving the ufe of another. 
We have feen feet fupply all the necefiary 
ufes of hands, tothofethat have had none; 
and it is a thing of daily obfervation that 
men. that are blind, have their intellects 
more vigorous ati active, by their ab- 
ftractions from vifible objects. 


4. Thus alfo itis inthe matter of wealth; 
he that is forced to get his. bread by the: 
{weat of .his broway. tis true he cannot, 
have thofe delicacies wherewith rich men 
abound, yet his labor helps him toa 
more poignant, more favoury fauce than, 
a whole college of epicures can compound. 
His hunger gives a higher guft to hisdty 
eruft, than the furfeited ftomach can find, 
in the mot coftly, moft elaborate mixture: 
So verifying the obfervation of Solomon, 
The full foul loatheth the honey-comb, but tothe 
hungry foul every bitter thing is fweet, Prov. 
xxvil. 7. He cannot indeed fretch him/elf 
upon his bed of ivory, Amos vi. 4. yet his 
fleeps are founder than thofe that can. 
‘The wife-man tells us, and experience 
doesfotoo, that the /leep of a laboring 
man. is fweet, Yicclef..v. 12. . Heis not 
clothed gorgeoufly, has not the fplender 
of glittering apparel, fo neither has he 
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the vare of contriving it, the fears of be- 
ing foreftalled in a new invention; or any 
of thofe unmanly folicitudes which aterg 
that vanity... He has the proper gennin 
ule of clothing, the preventing fhame dnd 
cold, and: is happily determined to that 
which the wifer, men.of the world have 
voluntarily chofen... To conclude, he has 
one advantage beyond all thefe ;. his. ne- 
ceflities refeue him from idlenefs, and all 
its. confequent.temptations; which is fo 
great a benent, that if rich men be not 
their own ta Si coatters. as his. wants are 
his, if they do not provide themfelves of . 
bufinefs, that one want.of theirs is infi-. 
nitely more deplorable than all his; and 
he is not only . happy comparatively with 
timfelf, in having. better things than! 
wants, but with them alfo. 


8. If we come now to reputation and 
fame, the account will be much the fame, 
he that is eminent in the world. for fome 
ereat atchievement, 1s fet up asan objec 
of every man’s cematen > when as his ex- 
céllencics on one hand_are vifible, fo his 
faults and blemifhes are on the Sher 
And as human frailty makes it too proba- 
ble, thefe latter will be really more, fo hu- 
man envy makes it fure that they dhall be 
more precifely, more curioufly obferved, 
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en the whole, a good quiet fecurity, tho’ 
it be not the road to glory, yet is the like, 
liéft fence againft infamy. And indeed; 

he that can keep up the repute of a fober® 
integrity within his own private {phere 
need not envy the triumphant fallies of o-/ 
thers, which often meet with a fatal turn’ 
at the latcer end of the day. But it’ will’ 
be faid that-even that more moderate fort’ 
of reputation is net every man’s portion,” 
but that many lie under great ignominy” 
and feandal. I fhall here afk whether’ 
thefe be juft or unjuft? If they be juft 
they belong not to our prefent fubjeét, 

which ‘relates only to thofé ‘inflicdions : 
which are the effects of God’s immediate’ 
providence, not of our own crimes’: ‘For’ 
Inever doubted but that by thofe we may 
diveft ourfelves of any, nay of all the good* 
things God has defigned us. But if the 
obloquy be unjuft, ’tis probable that ’tis 
taken up only by ill men, and’ that the 
good pafs a more equitable fentence ; and! 
then furely the atteftation of ‘a few fuch; i 
is able to outweigh a mutlitude of the o- 
thers. Andin this cafe aman may only’ 
find patience but pleafure in reproaches. 
Socrates looked with trouble and jealoufy 
on himfelf when ill men commended him,: 
faying, What ill have I done? and fure 
a Chriftian ‘has a farther reafon:to be 
pleated with their revilings, they being 
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his. fecurity againtt the. two pronounced to 
thofe whom all men Speak well of, Luke vi. 
26. But fometimes it happens, that even 
good men are feduced and either by the 
artifices of the wicked, or their own too 
hafty credulity, give credit to unjuft re- 
ports.’ And this I confefs is a fharp trial 
to the injured perfon, .yet even this can- 
not often be univerfal; there can fcarce be 
any innocence fo forlorn but that there 
may be Opponeunities of clearing it to fome 
or other, and by them propagating it to 
more, and if the cloud ever come to be 
difperfed, their fame will appear with the 
brighter luftre. But if none of this hap- 
pen, they have yet a certain and more 
blefled retreat, even an appeal to the un- 
erring Judge, who never beholds us with 
more approbation, that when weare under 
the unjuft condemnation of men. Indeed 
we have then a double tie upon him, not 
only his juftice but his pity is concerned 
in our caufe. God particularly owns hiim- 
felf as the refuge of the oppreffed, and 
there is {carce a fharper and more fenfible 
oppreflion than this of calumny ; Yet even 
this proves an advantage, whilft it:pro- 
cures God’s immediate patronage, makes 
us che objects. of his more peculiar care 
and compailion,,. who can make our righie- 
onfne/s as clear as the light, Plal. xxxvii. 6. 
li.he fee it it; but if in his wifdom he 
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ehufe not that for us, ’tis comfort enough 
for vs thas we have approved it to hing. It 
was E/kanah’s queltion to Hannah in her 
ciiconfolation, am not I better to thee than 
tenfods? 1 Sam. 1. 8. And fure we fay 
the like of Gene approbation, that it is 
better tous, I fay not than ten, but ten 
thoufa nde encomiunis of men. ‘They very 
echo of it in the teftimony ofa. good con- 
{cience is an un{peakable comfort, and 
this yoice founds more audibly, more 
fweetly, among the loudeft, the harthefh 
accufations of men. So that we fee even 
this affault too is not without its guard, 

and thefe waters of eae Exod. xv. 22. 

may be rendered not only wholefome, 
but’ pleafant, 


I have now inftanced in the’ three 
moft general concerns of human ‘life, 
the body, goods, and fame, to which 
heads may be reduced moft of the at- 
fictions incident to our outward fate, 
as far as bute ately concern ourfelves, 
But their is no man ftands fo fingle in the 
world, but has fome relations or friends, 
in which he thinks himfelf intererefted, 
and many times thofe obliqne ftrokes 

| which wound us through them, areas 
painful asthe more direét ; yet here alfo 
God is ordinarily pleafed:to provide fome 
allays, if we would-but take notice of 
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them. He who has had :one’friend: die, 
has ordinarily divers others furviving 5 or 
if he: have not that, ufually God raifes. 
him/up others: ’Tis true) we:cannot have 
a fucceflion of fathers and mothers,. yet: . 
we ofien have of other friends that are no 
lefs helpful to:us: And indeed there-are 
fcarce in any thing more remarkable evi- 
dences: of Providence, than in this -parti- 
cular. He that ts able out of frones to:raife 
up children te Abrabam, Matth. wi. 9g. 
does many: times:by as: unexpected ‘a pro- 
duction fupply friends to the defolate. But 
we do fometimes lofe our. friends while 
they are living, they withdraw. their kind- 
nefs whichis the foul-of friendfhip: And 
if this happen. by: our own demerit, we 
can accufe neither God: nor them for it ; 
nor can we rationally expe& that God will 
provide fupphes, when we wilfully defpoil 
ourfelves. But when they are unkind 
without provocation, then is the feafon 
for his interpofition, who ufes to take up 
thofe whom father and mather: forfake, Pfal. 
xxvii 10. And we-frequently fee fignal 
proofs of his care in, exciting the compaf- 
fions of other friends and.relatives, or 
perhaps of mere ftrangers. Nay: fome- 
times God: makes the inhumanity. of a 
man’s relations, the occafian. of his ad. 
vantage. Thus the barbarous malice of 
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Jofeph’s brethren was the firft ftep to. his 
do~union over Egypt. And it is a com- 
mon obfervation in families, that the mo{t 
difcountenanced child oft makes better 
proof, than the darling. 


ro. We are yet liable to a third afilic- 
tion by the calamity of our friends, which 
by the fympathy of kindnefs prefles us no 
lefs (perhaps more) fenfibly than-.our'. 
own: But then it is to be confidered, that . 
theirs are capable of the fame allaying 
circumftances that ours are, and God has 
the fame arts of alleviating their burdens; 
jo that we have the fame arguments for 
acquiefcence in their fufferings that we 
have in our own, and fhall do a more 
friendly office in imprefling thofe upon 
them, than in the moit paifionate adopt- 
ing their forrows. 


ir. The laft and greateft difcomfort 
from friends, is that of that of their own : 
And if ever we may be allowed that dif- 
confolate ftrain of the Prophet, Ifa. xxii. 
4. Look away from me, I will weep bitterly, 
labour not to comfort me; this feems to be 
the time Yet even this valley of Achor is 
not without a door of hope, Hol. 1. 15. A 
vicious perfon may be recalled, multi 
tudes have been; fo that as long as God 
continues life, we ought no more to de- 
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pofite our hope than to quit our endea- 
your. Befides there are few that make 
this complaint that have not fomething to 
balance, or at lealt to lighten it. I fhall 
inftance in that relation which 1s the near- 
eft and moft tender, that of a parent. He 
that has one bad child may have divers 
good. If he have but one virtuous it is a 
very great mercy, and it js another that 
he may be the better tanght to value it by 
the oppofition of the contrary. But 1 
any be fo unhappy as to have many chil- 
dren, and all to confume his eyes and grieve 
his heart, 2 Sam. u. 33. it may be a fea- 
fonable refleCtion for him to examine how 
far he has contributed to it, either by Es 
fond indulgence, or by aremifs and care- 
lefs education; or which is wordt of all, 
_ dy his moftimpious.example. if any, or 
call of thofe be found the -caufe, he is not 
fo mach to feek for allays to his grief, as 
for pardon of his fin: And when he has 
penitently retracted his own fault, he may 
then have better ground of hope that God 
muy reform thofe of his children. In the 
‘mean time he may look on his own afflic- 
tion in them as God’s -difcipline on-him, 
and gather at leaft this comfort from ¢t, 

that his heavenly Father has. more care of 
him, than he. had of his; and does net 
leave him uncorrected. 
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12. Thus we fee in all the concerns 
which are the:moft common and import- 
ant.of human life, and wherein the juftelt 
of our complaints are ufually founded) 
there is fuch a temperature and * mixture, 
that: the good dees more than equal the 
ill, and not only in the grofferbuik, when 
our whole {late 1s weighed together, but 
in every fingle branch. of it; God having 
hereirictealt with this little sori man, as 
he has done with the greater, wherein he 
is obferved to have furnifhed every coun- 
try with fpecific remedies for their pecu- 
liar difeafes. I have only given thefe 
fhort hints by way of eflay and pattern 
for the Reader’s contemplation, ‘which 
when he fhall: have extended to all thofe 
minute -particulars wherein he is efpe- 
cially concerned, more curioufly com- 
pared ‘his fuffermgs with his allays and 
comforts, 1 cannot doubt buthe will own 
himfelf an inftance of the’truth of the 
prefent thefis, and confefs,' that he “has 
much more caufe of thankfulnefs thaa 
complaint. 
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13. This fay, Siclas his affictions 
to be of thofe more folid and confiderable ’ 
forts I have before mentioned. Buthow 
many -are there who have few or none of 
fuch, who feem to-be feated in -the Jand 
-£Cr%-». in a place exempt from all the 
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plagues that infec their neighbours ? And 
thofe, one would think, fhould give a rea- 
dy vote to this conclufion, as having no 
temptation to refift it; yet I arabes it Is 
far otherwife, that fuch men are of all 
the-moft unfatisfied. For though they 
have no. crofles of God’s. impofing, they 

ufually create a multitude to themfelves. 
And here we may, fay with David, It is 
better to fall into the hand of God, than into 
the haw man, 25am. xxiv. 14. It is 
eafier to bear :the afflictions God fends,. 
than thofe we make to.ourfelves. His are 
limited beth for quantity and quality, 
but our own are as boundlefs as thole 
extravagant defires from which they 
fpring.. 


14. And this is the true caufe why 
‘Contentment is fo. much a ftranger to 
thofe who.have all the outward caufes af 
it, they have no definite meafure of their 
defires.; it is not the fepply of -all their 

eal wants: will ferve their turn, their ap- 
petites are precarious, and depend upon 
contingencies. ‘Chey hunger not becaufe 
they are empty, but -becaufe -others. are 
full. Many a man could have liked his 
own portion well.enough, had he-not feen 
another have fomething he liked better. 
Nay even the moft inconfiderable things, 
( 2. 
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but by violating his fifter’s honour, 2 Sam 
xui.14. The revengeful labours under 
an hydropic thirft till‘the have the blood 
of hisenemy: All the liquor of 4b/alom’s 
fheep-fheering could not quench his, with- 
out the flaughter of his brother, 2 Sam. 
xiii. 2g. And thus every one of our paf- 
fions keeps us upon the rack ull they 
have obtained their defigns. Nay when 
they have, the very emptinefs of thofe 
acquifitions is a new torment, and puts us 
upon frefh purfuits. Thus between the 
impetuoufnels of our defires, and the 
-emptinefs of our’enjoyments, we {till dif- 
quiet ourfelves in vain, Pfal. xxxix. 6. 
And whilft we have fuch cruel tafk-maf- 
ters, it is not ftrange to find us pean, 
under our burdens. df we will indulge 
all our vicious or foolifh appet: tes, think 
our lives bound up with them, and folicit 
the fatisfaCtion of them with as impatient 
avehemence, as Rachel did for children, 
Gen. xxx. 1. Give me them-or I die; no 
wonder that we are clways complaining of 
difappointments, fince in thefe tie very 
fuccefs is a defeat, and is but nec lang- 
ing the pain of a craving -ravenous fto- 
mach, for.that-of a cloy ed and nau sie ted, 
‘Indeed men of this temper condemr them- 
felves toa perpetual reftlefenefs, they are 
like phantaftic mutineers, who when their 
foperiors s fend them blanks to write their 
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own conditions, know not whaf wH! pleafe 
theni: And even Omnipotence iticif cat. 
mot fatisfy thefe till it have new moulded 
ithem, and reduced their defires to a cer- 
xin TY. 


16. But in the mean time how. vnjuffly 
‘do they accufe God of alliberality, becaufe: 


every thing anfwers not their -humour? 


He has made them :reafonable creatures, 


cand has provided them fatisfactions pro- 
‘portionable to their nature; but if they 


will have wild irrational expectations, nei- 


‘ther his wifdom, nor his goodneis is con- 
-cerned to fatisfy thofe. His fupplies are 


real and folid, and therefore have no: cor- 
refpondence to imaginary wants. If we 
will create fech to ourfelves, why do we 
not create an imaginary fatisfaction to 
them ? ft were the merrier frenzy of the 


two, to be like the mad Athenian, that: 


thought all the fhips. that came into the. 


duiebowt his own: And it were better,, 


Ixion :ke, to. have our arms filled with a 
cloud, than to. have them perpetually 
beating our own breafts, and be {till tor- 
amenting ourfelves. with infatiable.defires.. 
Yet this.is the {kate to: which men. volun- 
tarily fubject themfelves, and then quarrel 
at God becaufe they will not let them- 
felves be happy. But fure their very 
«complaints jultify God, and argue that 


SER TET aca rar aa ER 








( Br )) 
he has dealt ‘very: kindly ‘with them, and 
afforded: them ali the neceffary accommoe 
dations ‘of life: For did ‘they want them, 
they would not be fo fenfiblevof the mae t 
of the other. ‘He that is at perfect veafe 
may feel with fome vexation the bi ting of 
a flea or enat, which would not beat all 
obfervable if he were.upon the rack. And 
fhould *God change the fcene, and make 
thele ‘nice people feel the deftitution of 
“neceffaries ;. all thefe regrets about fuper- 
fluities would be overwhelmed. ‘In the 
anean time how deplorable a thing is it, 
‘that we are ftill the poorer for God’s 
bounty, that thofe to whom he has open- 
ed ‘his ‘hand wideft, fhould epen their 
‘mouth fo too, in out¢cries and murmurs? 
For I think I may fay, that :generally, 
thofe that are the fartheft'removed from 
want,’are fo from content too; they take 
no notice of all the real fubftantial blef- 
fings they enjoy, ‘leave thefe (like the 
ninety-nine {heep m’the wildernefs) for- 
gotten and neglected, to go in queft-after 
fome fugitive fatisfaction, which like ia 
fhadow flies ftill fafter im proportion te 
their purfuit. 





17. And ‘now would God they could 
be recalled. from this unprofitable schace, 
and in{tead'of the horfeleaches note, Giue, 
give, Proy. xxx.414. take up that_of the 
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‘Phalmilt, What foall I render to thé Lord 
Sor all the benefits. be hath done unto me? 
Pfai. cxvi. 12. Let them count how many 
valuable or rather ineftimable things they 
have received from his mercy, and then 
‘confrent them with thofe corrections they 
have found from his juftice; and if they 
' do this impartially, I doubt not they will 
a4 find wherewithal to. check their highett 
| mutinies; and will join with mein con- 
fefling, thattheir good things abundantly 
voutweigh their ill. 


: 18. Know we carry of the cémpari- 

‘fon to the laft eircumftance, and confider 

*the conftancy, we fhall find as wide a dif- 

‘ference. Let ws take the Pfalmift’s, tef- 

timony, and there will appear a very dif 

stant date of ‘his mercies and punifhments. 
: " oHis mercies endure for ever, Pfal.cxxxyis 
4. whereas his wrath endures but the twink- 

ling of-an eye, Pfal. xxx. 5... And accord- 

‘ingly God owns his atts of feverity as his 

ftramge work, Ur. xxv. ar. that which 

he reforts to_only upon. {pecial emergen~ 

cles; but his mercies are renewed every 

morning, Lam. iii. 23. and doubtlefs we 

may all'upon trial affirm ithe fame. There 

“are many of the moft neceflary comforts 

‘of life which do not only fometimes vifit 

‘us as gueits, but dwell with.us as inma‘es 
wand.doimeltics. Howmany are there whe 
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their cradles to their graves, have never 
known what itis to want? And though 
the goods of fortune are perhaps lefs con- 


have lived in a perpetual affluence from - 
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ftant to fome, yet the refrefhments of na. ; 


ture are ufually fo to all.. We eat and 
drink, we fleep, we recreate, we converfe 
in acontinued circle, and go our round 
as conftantly as the fun does.. Or if God 
does fometimes a little interruptus in it, 


put fome fhort reftraint upon our refrefh-. 


ments, yet that comparatively to the time 
we enjoy them, 1s but proportionable to 
the {top he has fometimes made of the 
fun, Jofh. x. 13, 2 Kings xx. g. or of the 
fea, Exod. xiv. 21. which as they were no 
fubverfions to the courfe of nature, fo 
neither are thofe fhort paufes he fometimes 
makes, a repeal of thofe fixed. and cufto- 
mary benefits his providence ufually al- 
lots us. But who is there can fay that any 
one of his afflictions has been of equal 
continuance, or has preffed him with fo 
few intermiflions ? Perhaps he may have 


miffed fome few nights fleep ; but what is. 


that to a twelve-month’s, or perhaps a 
whole life’s enjoying it ? Ya is poffible his 
ftomach and his meat have not always 
been ready together; but how much of- 
tener have they met to his delight? and 
generally thofe things that are ‘moft ufe- 
ful, are but rarely interrupted. 





Nay, to. 
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a great manyeveni the-delicacies‘of dife are: 
nolefs:conftant,. amd their) luxuri€s:are as 
daily’ as theirbread’; wévereas unlefs their 
vices ot their: fancies create: uneafinedles: 
to: thems thofe: that come, immediately: 
from Ged’s hand, make: long intermiffi- 
onsiand fhort ays: Yet forall this they, : 
that fhould sete by the inceflantnefs:. 
of men’s complaints, would: judge that 
the fcene was: quite reverfed, and that our 
good things are: as) fob fpeaks; wifter thar: 
aweanEer’ s Suttle, Job vito. 6. whilit-ouril,, 
like Gehazy’s leprofy, cleave: inf sibel 7 
wt, 2 Kings v+ 273 





. Phe: truths, we. will not ourfelves 
aes thofe intervals God: allows us,;, but 
when a calamity does? retire, we will ftill, 
keep it in. fidion and imagination; res 
volve it in.our minds, and becaule itis 
poflible it may: return, look: upon it as.not 
gone. Like anguith patients, we count 
ourfelves fick on our welk day, becaufe: 
we expect a fit the next. A: firange ftup: d 
folly. thus: to court vexation, and be mife- 

rable in chimera. Does any, man, or: 
indeed any beait, defire to Keep: a diltaite- 
ful relifh. in Be mouth, . to. chew..the 
cud upon gall.and wormwood? Yet cer- 
tainly there aare multitude of people whofe: 
lives are embittered: to them: merely by, 
thefe fantaftic imaginary fufferings. Nor 
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do we only fright ourfelves with images 
and ideas of paft calamities, but we drefs 
up new bugbears and falfe terrors, are po- 
etic and aerial in our inventions, and lay 
romantic fcenes of diftreffes. This is a 
thing very incident to jealous natures, 
who are always raifing alarms to them- 
félves. A fufpicious nian looks on every 
body with dréad. One man he fears has 
defigns upon his fortune, another on. his 
reputation; perhaps a third upon_ his 
life ;- whilft inthe mean timé, ~ the only 
ill defign again{t him is managed by him- 
felf ; his own caufelefs fears and jealoufies, 
which put him in a ftate ofhoftilty with 
all the world, and do often betray him to 
the very things he proundlefly fafpeced. 
For it is not feldom feen than’men have 
incurréd real mifchiefs by a fond folici- 
tude of avoiding imaginary ones... Ido 
not queftion but this is a ftate calamitous 
enough,”and fhall acknowledge it ver 

hkely that: fuch perfons fhall have little or 
no trucé from their troubles, who have 
fuch an unexhaufted {pring within them- 
felvés; yet we may fay to them as the 
Prophet did to the houfe of Yaccb, Is the 
Spirit of the Lord ftraightened? are thefe 
his doings? Micah ii. 7. Such men mutt 
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not.cry out. that God’s -hand lies heavy 
upon them, but their own; and fo can be 
no impeachment to the truth of our ob- 
fervation, that God’s blefings are ofa 
longer duration, keep amore fixed fteady 
courfe than his punifhments. The refult 
ofallis, that the generality of mankind 
have good (things even. as to temporals) 
which do in the three. refpects forementi- 
oned exceed the ill. I.mean the true and 
real ills which God fends, though not 
thofe fanciful ones they raife to themfelves, 


20.° vate now why. ea It not “appear 
a teafonable propofition that men, fhould 
entertain themfelves ; with the pléafanter 
parts of God,s difpenfations to them, and 
not always pore upon the harfher; efpecial 
ly fince the former, are-fo much a fairer 
object and perpetually in their eye, why 
fhould we look. on the more fadning and 
diftrefing {pectacles of human, frailty. . OF 
misfortune, thro’ all the magnifying optics 
our fancies can fupply, and perverlly turn 
away our eyes from the chearfuller ? Yet 
this God knows is too much the cafe with 


the moft of. us, How nicely and critically 
 do.we obferve every little adverfe accident 
of our lives,? when alas! a whole current 


of profperity glides by ‘without our notice. 
Like little children-our fingers are never 
off the fore place, till we have picked eve- 
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ry light fcratch into an ulcer. Nay, like 
the lewder fort of beggars, we make arti- 
ficial fores to give us a pretence of com- 
plaint. And can we then expect (od 
fhould concern himfelf in the cure:* .- 
deed in the courfe of his ordinary provi- 
dence there is no cure for fuch people, 
unlefs:it be by revulfion, the making them 
feel the {mart of fome very great and pref- 
fing affliction. ‘They therefore put them- 
felves under an unhappy dilemma, either 
to continue their own termentors, or to 
endure the fevereft courfe of God’s dif- 
eipline. ’Tis true the laft is the moft eli- 
gible, but I am fure the beft way is to 
prevent both by a juft and grateful fenfe 
of God’s mercies, which will be yet fur- 
ther illuftrated, if we compare them with 
our own demerits. 


When with our fufferings we compare 
The enjoyments we poffe/s, | 
Great God! how great thy mercies are, 


Thy suftice we confefs. 
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Sect. V, 
Of cur Demerit towards God. | 


" Ir is the common fault of our nature, 
that we are very apt to be partial.to our- 
felves, and to fquare our expeétations 
more by that wih, than by what we de- 
ferve. Something of this is vifible in our 
dealings with men. We oftlook to reap. 
where we have not fowed, Matth. xxv. 24. 
expedt benefits where we do.none:. Yet 
in civil tranfactions there are ftill remain- 
ing fuch footfteps of natural juftice, that 
we. are not unirerfally fo unreafonable 
all traffic and commerce fubfifting upon 
the principie of eaual retribution, giving 
one good thing for another equivalent; fo 
that no man expects to buy corn with 
chaff, or. gold with drofs. But in our 
dealings with God, we put off even. this 
common equity ; are vait in-our expecta-. 
tions, but penuricus and -bafe in our re- 
turns ; and as if God were our fleward 
not our: Lord, we require of him with a 
confidence proper only to thofe who afk, 
their own; whilft in the interim, what 
we offer tohim is with fuch a difdainful 
flightnefs, as if we meant it rather an alms 
than an homage. 


hi = sili ee 
Mee BOs ne ous Sonera ra isigatsinltaianseh de stattee heli 





2G h 5 
Sith at 
H 


A mo Tira Segelp poy etengte? shag tate teys bth! 
re srULSeSOSA ets aienisoedne BULLER pcos JOM ta ace it eoehe ta a aes eR SALLY nee 
ACD IT " ~ 

























(. 8 ) 


4, Godindeed is fo munificent, that he 
prevents us with bis bleffings, Plal. xxi. 3. 
gives us many things beforé we afk ; had 
he not done fo we could not Have been fo 
much as in a capacity of afking. But 
though the firft and fundamental mercies 
dre ablolute and free, yet the fubfequent 
are conditional: And accordingly we find 
in feripture, that God inakes no promife 
either concerning this life or a better, ‘but 
on condition of obedience. ‘The Jews who 
had much larger propolals of temporal 
happinefs than Chriftians bave, yet never 
had them upon other terms. God ¢x- 
prefsly articled for the performance of his 
commands, and made all their enjoyments 
torfeitable upon the failure, as we may fee 
at large in the book of Deuteronomy. 
And under the Gofpel, St. Paul appro- 
priates the promifes as well of this life as of 
that 10 come unto godline/s, 1 Tirm iv. 8. It 
will therefore be’ a matetial inguiry for 
every man, whether’ he have kept his title 
entire, and havé not by breach of the 
condition forfeited his’ claim’ even to the 
moft Common ofdinary bleflings ; for if 
he have, common reafon will tell him he 
ein challenge rione$ and that the utmoit 
he can hope for, muft'be only upon a new 
icore of unmerited favour. | 
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3. And here certainly every mouth mu/t 
be flopped, and all the world become geil be- 
fore'God, Rome iii. 19. For alas! -who is 
there can fay his obedience has been in any 
degree proportionable to his obligation 2 
It.is manifelt we have. all received abun- 
dantly from God’s hand, but what,has he 
had from ours? I may. challenge the beft 
man, to caft up the account of his. beit. 
day, and tell me whether. his, receivings 
have not infinitely exceeded his difburie- 
ments ; whether for any one! good thing 
he has done, he has not received. many. 
Nor is the difparity, only in number, but 


much more in value. God’s. works are 


perfect, all he does for us, like. the firlt 
fix days. productions, al/. are wery good, 
Gen. i., but alas! our very righteou/ne/s is 
as. fulthy rags, Ufa. |xiv. 6.:, We (offer him 
the blind and’ the lame, Mal.1..8. a few 
yawning drowly prayers perhaps, where- 
in he has the leaft {hare z the fuller: cur- 
rent of our thoughts: screens towards our, 
fecular or finful concerns. « We drop. it 
may be a {canty alms, wherein it is odds 
“eur, vain-glory ferambles for a hare with 
him, if it do not wholly ingrofs it. We 
fit an-hour at afermon, but it is,rather to 
hear the wit or eloquence of the preacher, 
than the word of God... Like the duller 
fort of animals, we like well to have our’ 
itching ears‘fcratched} but grow fturdy 
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and reftive when we fhould.do what we 
are there taught. Ina word, all our fer- 
viees.at, the keft. are miferable, ;»maimed 
and; imperfect. ; and too often corrupt and 
unfound. So that, God may, well upbraid 
us as he did Vrael, Offer it now fo thy..go- 
vernor, will he: be pleafed with it? Mal. 1. 
8. Thefe very iniquities of,our holy things, 
are enough to defeat all our, pretence. ta 
any good from God’s hand. Yet God: 
knows’ this is much the beft fide of us: It 
is not every one, that can make fo, fair am 
appearance as.this amounts to.. With 
many, there is no: place:.to complain of 
the. blemifhes of their, facrifices, for they 
offér none ; of whom. we may, fay,in. the 
words of the Pfalmift, God is not in. all 
their thoughts, Plak.x.: 4: ; I fear, there 
want not,thofe.who drive away,.the day, 
the week, nay the year,. without remem- 
bring in whole. sand their, .time is, Plal. 
XXXIi,16. or paying, him any. folemn. tri- 
bute of it; .who. enjoy.the fervices of all 
inferior , creatures, without, confidering 
that theirs are more due .to.the fupreme 
Lord: In a word, who,live as if they 
were abfolutely independent; had their 
exiftence purely from themfelves, and:had. 
no Creator to whom they owed their, be- 
ing, or any confequent duty. And fure 
men who thus; difcard themfelyes from 
God’s family, haye very little, reafon. to 
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expect the provifions of it: Yet even fuch . 


as thefe have the impudence to complain; 
if any thing be wanting to their needs 


(thal if fay) or to their luis 


? 


calk raving- 


ly profane God’s name ‘in their impa- 
tiencies, which they know not how to ufe 
in thei prayers; as if the mee were 


confiderable in no other notion 


ye their caterer or Rows vaae 


than that 


“4. If now we itbasy reflet, what cat 


be more admirable than that infinite pa- 


tience of Ged, who ssiaietats 2 degs the 
miferable infirmities Of the’ ‘pious, and the 


lewd contempt of the impious, 


fall goes 


on refolutely in his bouaty, afd. cont 
nues to all mankind fonie, and ‘to fome afl 
his temporal bleflings t He has no obliga: 


tion of jultice’to do: fo, for z 


bis compact 5 


tis no part of 
he:has.none of gratitude, 
for he is perpetually affronted and difo- 


bliged. Surely we may well fay with Da- 
vid, Is this after the manner of men, O Lerds 


i ‘Chron. XVIl. 17: 


Gai the highelt hits’ 


siazt indulgence Bear any propértion with 
th is divine cleniency ? No certainly, no 
finite patience but would be exhaulted 
with the thoufandth of our ao Aig 


Hons; 


i he 


&. But is not our dealing td0 as iittle 
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fonable creatures? For us who have for. 
feited our right to-all, and yet by, mere fa- 
vour are ftill kept im the pofleflion of many 
great bleflings ; for us to grow mutinous; 
becaufe there is perhaps fomething more 
trifling which is denied us, is fuch a ftupid 
ingratitude, as one would think impoffible 
to human nature. Should a tenant with 
us have at once forfeited his leafe, and 
malicioufly affronted his landlord, he 
would fure think himfelf very gently dealt 
with, if he were fuffered to enjoy but a 
part of his firft eftate ; but we fhould think 
him not only infolent, but mad, who when 
the whole were left him, fhould quarrel 
and elamour if he might not have his cot- 
tage adorned with marble floors, and gild- 
ed roofs. Yet at this. wild rate we be-~ 
have ourfelves fo our gieat Landture, 
grow pettifh and angry if we haye not 
every thing we can fancy, though we en- 
joy many more ufeful, merely by his in- 
dulgence. And can there be any thing 
imagined more unreafonable? Let us 
therefore, if not for piety, yet at leaft'to 
jullify eur, claim to rationality, be more 
ingenuous ;, let us not confult only with 
our fond appetites, and be thus perpetu- 
ally foliciting this fatisfa€tion ; but rather 
reilect on what tenure we hold what we 
already have, even that of fuperabundant 
mercy; and fear, lealt like infclent beg- 
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gars, by the inipudence of eur* demands, 
we divert even that charity which was de- 
figned-us. In fhort, let every man, when 
he computes what he wants of his defires, 
reckon as exaétly how much he'‘is fhort 
of his duty; and when he has duly pon- 
dered both, he-will think it a very gentle 
eompofition to have the one unfupplied, 
fo he may have the other remitted; and 
will fee caufe contentedly to fit down and 
fay with honelt Mephibofheth, What right 
have I to cry any more unto the king? 2 Sam. 
xix. 28. But if it be thus with us upon 
the mere fcore of our imperfections or 
omiffions, what an obnoxious ftate do our. 
innumerable actual fins put us m? If the 
{pots of our facrifices are provoking, what 
are our facrileges and bold profanations ? 
if thofe who negle@ or forget God are 
lifted among his enemies, what are thofe 
who avowedly defy him? Indeed he who 
foberly confiders the world, and fees how 
daringly the divine Majefty is daily af- 
fronted, cannot but wonder that the per- 
verfions of our manners, thofe prodigies 
in morality, fheuld not be anfwered with 
as great prodigies in, calamity too; that 
we fhould either have other ruin than that 
of Sodom, or the earth ferve us for any 
other purpofe than. to, be, as. it. was to. 
Korah, Numb. xvi. 32. our living fe- 
pulchre. 
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6..Nor is this forbearance of ,God ob- 
fervable only towards the. mafs and:collec- 
tive body of mankind, but to. every man 
in particular. Who is there that if he ran- 
fack his confcience, fhall not find guilts 
enough to juftify God in the utmoft feve- 
rities towards him ? So that how much fo- 
ever his.punifhments are fhort of that, fo 
much he evidently. owes to the lenity and 
compaflion of God... And who is-there 
that fuffers in this. world the utmoft that 
God can inflict? We have a great ‘many. 
fuffering capacities, and if thofe were all 
filled, up tothe height, our condition 
would fearce differ. from that of the damn- 
ed in any thing but-duration... But God 
is more merciful, and never infli@s at that 
rate on us here. Every.man’s experience 
can tell him, that God, difcharges not his 
whole quiver at once uponjhim, but ex- 
empts him in, many more. particulars than 
he aflli@s him ; ; sand yet.the fame, experi- 
ence will: probably tell.moft of . us,..that 
we are not fo modeft in our aflaults upon 
God; we attack him in all. his concerns 
(as far as our feeble malice can reach) in 
his fovereignty, in his honour, in his re- 
latives,, nay fometimes,in his. very eflence 
and being. And as, they are univerfalin 
refpect of him, fo alfo in regard of: our- 
{elves : we engage.all our powers in this 
war, do not only yield (as the Apoftle 



































rae \ 
[C—O 
RUGS THU ase 





« G6.) 


fodales) our members infiruments’ of unrigh- 


teoufnefs; Ror. vi. 19. but we prefs them 


upon the fervice of fenfual and vile’ lufts, 
even beyond our native propenfrons. Nor 
are only the members of our body, but 
the faculties of our fouls thus employed ; 
our underftandings'are bufied firft in con- 
triving fins; and then exeufes and dif- 
pt for theny; out’ wills aré yet more 
fturdy rebels, and when ‘the underitand- 
ing’ is beat out of all its out-works, yet 
fullenly keep their hold In fpite of all con- 
viction ; and our affeGiions madly truth on 
he the horfe ttia the battle, Jer. vii, 6, de- 
rérred by nothing of danger, {there be 
but fin enough in the attempt. 


4, Kad now with what face can people 
that thus purfue an hoftility, expect ‘that 
it fhould not ‘be ‘returned to them? Doeg- 
any man denounce war, and yet expect 
from his adverfary all the carefles, the 
cblivements of friendfhip?’ Self-defence 
will prompt even the meekeft nature to 
défpoil his enemy at leaft of thofe things 
which he ufes to his annoyance’; and if 
God fhould ‘give way even: to that loweft 
dégteé of anger, where'or what were we ? 
Kor fince’ we employ our whole felves 
evainft him, nothing but deftrudtion can 
avert Out injuries. But *tis happy for us’ 
wehave to do-with one who cannot fear 
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us, who knows the impotesce of our wild 
attempts, and fo allays his refentment of 
our infolence, with his pity of our follies. 
Were it not for this, we fhould not be left 
in a pofhibility fo oft to iterate our provo- 
cations; every wicked imagination and 
black defign, would be at once defeated 
and punifhed by infatuation and. frenzy : 
every blafphemous atheiftical fpeech would 
wither the tongue, like that arm of Jero- 
boam which he ftretched againft the pro- 
phet, 1 Kings xii. 4. and every impious. 
act would, like the prohibited retrofpect 
of Lot’s wife, fix us perpetual monuments 
of divine vengeance. 


8. And then how much do we owe to 
the mercy and commiferation of our God, 
that be /uffers not his whale, difpleafureto 
arife, Pfal. Ixxvui. 38. .that.he abates any 
thing of that juft feverity he,might ufe to- 
ward us? He that is condemned to the 
gallows, would think it a mercy to efcape 
with any inferior penalty. .Why have we 
then fuch mean thoughts. of God’s cle- 
mency, when he defcends to fuch low 
compofitions with us? corrects us fo light- 
ly as if ’twere only. matter of ceremony 
and punctilio, the regard of his honour, 
rather than the execution of his wrath. 
For alas let him among us that is the moft 





ERO 


€. 98.) 


innocent, and undef ervedly affiGel, r uf’ 
ter up his fins and fufferings, and he will 
fee a vaft inequality: and (had he not’ 
other grounds of aflurance) would be al- 
moft tempted to think thofe were not the 
provoking caufes, they are fo unpropor- 
tionably anfwered. He fins in innumer- 
able inftances, and is punithed in few; he 
fins habitually and perpetually, and fae 
fers rarely and feldom; nay perhaps he 
has fometimes finned with greedinefs, and 
yet God has punifhed with regret and 2 
luctancy. How ie I give thee up, O 
Ephraim? Hof. xi..8., And when all the 
difparities are confidered, we muft cer; 
tainly join heartily in ba S confeffion, 
Thou, O God, bas punifhed us Tefs than our 
iniquities + defer ve, Lzra’l IX. 13. 


“g. Nay befides ‘all our antecedent, we’ 
have after cuilts no lefs provoking, T mean 
our ungracious répinings at the light chaf- 
tifements of our former fins, our outcriés 
upon every little uneafinefs, which may 
juftly canfe God to turn our whips into 
Ycorpions; and according as he threaten- 
ed Hrael, Lev. xxvi. 18! to ‘punifh us yet 
bar times more. And yet even this does: 

not immediately exafperate him. ‘The 
“awe were aninftance how Jong he could 
Lear with a murmuring generation ; but 
certainly we of this nation are a greater ; 
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Vet tet us not be high minded but fear, Rom. 
xi. 20. for we fee at laft the doom. fell 
heavy though it was protracted; a-fuc- 
ceflion of miraculous judgments puifued 
thofe murmurers, fo that not one of them 
entered Canaan. .And it is very obferv- 
able, that whereas to others fins God’s 
denunciations are in {cripture conditiona 
and reverfible ;. this was abfolute and 
bound with an oath, He /ware in his wrath 
that they firould not enter into bis reft, Pfali 
xcv. 14. And yet uf we compare the 
hardithips of the Ifraelites in the wilder- 
nefs with moft of our fufferings, we fhall 

e forced to confefs our mutinies have 
lefs temntation. and confecuently lefs ex- 
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cule; from whence *tis very reafonable to 
infer, as the greatnefs of our danger if we 
perfilt, fo the greatnefs of God’s long-ful- 
fering towards us, who yet allows.us {pace 
to reform; and fure new complaints found 
very iil from us, who are liable to fo fe- 
vere an account for our old ones. I fea 

the moft reigned perfons of us will upon 
recollection { and, they have upon one cc- 
eafion or other pete the number of the 
Hiraclites’ murmurs, therefore unlefs we 
will emulate them in their plagues, let us 
fear to add one anc leit that make up 
the fazal fum, and render our defirucion 


revocable, 
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19. Upon all thefe confiderations it ap- 
pears how little reafon any of us have to 
repine at our heavieft preflures. But there 
is yet a farther circumftance to be advert- 
ed to, and is too applicable to many of 
us, thatis, that our fins arenot only the 
conftant meritorious caufe of our fuffer- 
ings, but they are alfo very often the in- 
ftrumental-caufe alfo; and produce them 
not only by way of retaliation from God, 
but bya natural efficacy. So/onton tells us, 
he that loves pleafure, fbali be a poor man, 

and that a wheri/h woman fhail bring a man 
to a piece of bread, Prov. vi. 26. that be 
that fits leng at the wine, fail have rednefs 
UF EES. Chany XXL. 2Q. 20. tbat iHieé Matlin 


ful: foul feall fuffer hunger, Chap. xiX.16: 


and all thefe not by immediate fupernatu- 
rat infi@tion from God, but as the proper 
em pi effects of thofe refpeétive vices. 


ki 
Indeed God: invhis original eftablithment 
ofithings, has made fo clofe a connexion 
etween fin and punifhment; that he ts 


b> 
not often put to exert his power in any 
extraordinary way, ‘but may truft us to 
at! ourown beadles, car own back/lidings 

reprove us, Jer. i. 19. and our iniquities 
are’ of themfelves enough to become our 
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. It may therefore be a.feafonable 
fae on for every man to put to himfelf, 
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whether the troubles he labours under be 
not of this fort; whether the poverty he 
complains. of, be not the effect of bis wot 
and profufion, his: floth and neghige: nce ? 
whether when he cries out that és comesy« 
ne/s is turned inte corruption, Dan. x. 8. he 
may not anfwer himfelf, that they are his 
vifits tothe harlot’s houfe,which have thus. 
nade rottennefs enter into bis boncs, Uabs tie! 
16. whether when hes befet with conten- 
tions, and*’has wounds without caule, Ae” 
bas nottarried long at the wines when he’ 
has -loft.a fied: whether Hhe’has not by” 
fome: treacherous wound; Yecl. xxii 22. 
foreed-him to. depart: or when" he lives. 
uader infamy, whether 1 be not only the 
echo of his own fcandalous. crimes. If he 
find it thus with him, certainly his mouth 
is topt, and he cannot without the moit 
diingenuiae impudence complain of any 
bat idmielf. He-could: not. be ignorant 
that fuch eflécts did naturally attend fuch 
caufes, and thereforeif he would take the 
one, he muff take: the other alfo., No man 
hive can be fo mad as to think God fhould 
work miracles (difunite en things which 
nature hath conjoined): onl oy that he may 
finat eafe, andhave noneof the vonfequent 
» {mart. We read indeed God divided the 
: fea, but it was to make the czy for the ran- 
fomed-of the Lor A194 pals over, Bae ho ys, 
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thofe who were his own people, and went 
in at his command but when they were 
fecured, we find the waters immediately 
returned to their channel,and overwhelm- 
éd the Egyptians, who ventured without 
the fame warrant. And-fure the cafe is 
alike here, when any man can produce 
God’s*mandate to run into all -excefs of 
riot, to defecrate’the temple of the Holy 
Ghoft, and make bis body member of an har- 
fof; 1 Cor. vi. 15. In a word, when God 
bids him do any of thofe things, which 
God and good men abhor, then and not 
before he may hope-he may fever fuch acts 
irom their native penal effets: for till 
then (haw profufe foever fome legendary 
ftories reprefent him) he will certainly ne- 
ver io beltow his miracles. 


12. But! fear upon ferutiny there will 
appear a yet farther circumitance upon 
which to arraign our mutinies ; for though 
‘it be unreafonable enough to charge God 
with the il effet of our own !eudnefs, 
yet it is a higher ftep to murmur becaufe 
we have not materials to be wicked e- 
hough. And this I fear is the ‘cafe with 
too many of us, who though they are 
not fo'defpoiled by their fins,* but that 
they can keep up their round of . vicious 
pleaiures, yet are difcontented ‘becaule 
they think come others have them more 
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exquifite, think their vices are not gentle 
enough, unlefs they be very expenfive, 
and are covetous only that they inay be. 
more luxurious. ‘Lhefe are fuch as St. 
Yanes {peaks of, whoa/h amifs, that. they 
midly confume it poi id lufi's., 4 tC 1V.*3 
end fure to be sin tivaass on this account 
Is. one,of the higheit. pieces of frenzy. 
Would any man -in_ his wits tell another 
he wil cut his throat, and. then expect he 
fhould furnifh him. wich.a knife for it? 
And yet to this amount our murmurs a- 
cainit God, for his. not giving us, thofe 
things wherewith we only defign to wage 
war with him.. For furely uf the difcon- 
‘tents of mankind were clotely infpeed, | 
doubt a great many would be, found. of 
this kind. It concerns the reader theres 
fore, to make the inguifition in his own 
breaft, both in. this. and atl «the former 
perticulars, and I doubt not, if he do it 
vith any ingenuity and uprightnels, he 
will be abundantly convinced that for his 
few mites of obedience he pays to God, 
be receives talents of,.mercies (even tem- 
oral) from hin: ‘And that on the other 
fide, that God as much underpays his 
fins, as he overpays his fervices: By whi. h 
God does fufficiently atteft how little he 
delights in our affliction; how gladly he 
takes any light occafion me carefling and 
cherifhing, and overikips thofe cf punih- 
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ing ‘us. “Which fure ‘ought to make: us 
convertall our diiplealures again{t our fins, 
which extort thofé ads of. feverity- fait 
him, to which iifs nature 1s molt averfe, * 
And here indeed our refentments cannot: . 
be too dt but. towards: God oun fittett 
addrefs will be in the penitential: form ef 
the Pion 1et t Daniel; O Lord, to us-belong- 
eth confufion of face, but to the Lord our God 
belong.’ mercies "and Jorgivent}s, though we 
have rebelted: agaiiyfe birt, Dean. ix: "8 Q. 
And as his jultice is-to be revered-in. his 
iniTa ie fois his wifdom alfe, in fo 
diipofing’ of events to parucular perfons: 
y belt ¢ onfilt with the univerfal éco- 
nomy ae management ofthe world, the 
confidération whereof is the defign of the 
next fection. 


When our demerits we compare 
Wid God's Sorgivi ng race, 
No fu dering woe er can.bear 
oe corp lint to, have places 


When our great failings we compare 
With God’ s forbcaring-love, 

Our Siugerings then will light appear, 

As they come from abaue. 
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SECT. Vi. 
Of God's general Providence. 


xT 
WwW HEN God made the univerfe, he 
mtended not only to glorify himfelfin one 
tranfient act of his power, and.then leave 
this great and wonderful prodution of 
his, as the offrich her exes in thé wilderne/s, 
Lam. iv. 3. but having drawn it out of its 
firft chaos, he fecured it from returning 
thither again, by eftablifhing as a due 
fymmeiry of parts, fo alfo a recular ordér 
of motion: Hence it is that the heavens 
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its fucceffion of determinate feafons, ant- 
mals their alternate courfe of generation 
and corruption ; and by this wife econo- 
my, the world after fo many thoufand 
years, feems -fti]l in its fpring and: firft 
beauty. But it had been in vain to have 
thus fecured the defection of the crea- 
tures, if-man for whofe fake they were 
mad? had-been excluded f.om this care. 
His faculty of reafon would have made 
him but the more fatal inftrument of con- 
fvfion, and taught him the more com. 
pendious ways of difturbing the world. 
Fob compares him to the wild affes colt, Job 
xi..12. which takes its range without ad- 
verting to any thing of the common good, 
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God has therefore doubly hedged in this 


unruly creature, made a fence of laws 

about him (both natural end pofitive) and 
befides has taken him into the common 
circle of his providence, fo that he, as 
well as the reft-of the creation, has his 
particular lation afligned him; and that 
not only in reference to other creatures, 
but himfelf; has puta difference between 
one man ae another, ordained feveral 
yanks and clafles of mien, and endowed 
them with fpecial and appropriate qualifi- 
cations for thefe fations wherein he has 
fet them. 
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dem: in God, fo it is of unfpeakable’ ade 
vantage to men. Without this regular 
difpefure, the world would: have been in 
the fame ¢onfufion which we read of in 
the hott of the Midianites, every man’s 
fword again? his fellows Judg. vis 22. 
Nothin ag but force could. determine who 
fhould do, er enjoy anything; and even, 
that detifion alfo would have bs repeal- 
able by a greater force: So that we have 
all reafon to Page the utality of that or- 
der God has fet among men; and even 
he that bears fe lowelt and-moft defpica- 
ble place iit, is certainly mfinitely more 
happy by contributing to that’ general har- 
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mony, than he could be in any 
difcord. 
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3. Were this’ now well confidered, me- 
thinks it fhould filenceall our comp! qints; 
and men fhould not be fo vehemently eae 
cerned in what part of the’ ftructure ‘it 
pleafes the great Architeé& to put them 3° 
for every man is to’ look on himfelf only” 
as a fmall parcel of thofe materials w hich. 
God is to put into form. Every ftone‘is, 
not fit for the corner, not! every ‘little’ 
rafter for the thain beam: The wifdom of" 
the Mafter-builder is alone to détermihe 
that. And fure there cannot be a more 
vile contempt of the divine wifdom than 
to difpute his choice, Had God wifdom 
enough to contrive this vaft and beautuful 
fabric, and may he not be trufted with 
oné-of us poor worms? Did he by his 
gifjdomn make the heavens, and by his undere 
fran ding firetch out the clouds, Prov. iil. 19. 
and fhall-he not know where to. place a 
little lump of figured earth? This is cer- 
tainly the moft abfurd diitruft imaginable, 
and yet this 1s really the true meaning of 
our repining at the condition he has placed 

us in. 


4. Vhe truth is, we are fo full of our: 
felves, that we can fee nothing beyond it; 
Every man expetts God fhould place him 








PN LD ee 


DRSTERS 


where he has a mind to be, though by it 
he difcompofe the whole fc heme of his 
providence. But though we are are fo 
fenfelefsly partial, yet God isnot fo: He 
that comprehends at once that whole con- 
cern of mankind, applies himfelf to the 
accommodating thofe, not the humouring 
any particular perfon. He that hath madz 
the great and the fmall, and careth for all 
alike, Wild. vi. 7. He 1s the common 
Father of mankind, and difpofes things 
for the public advantage of this great fa- 
mily, and it is not all the impatient crav- 

ings of a froward child that fhall make 
him recede from his defigned method. 

Weare apt enough, I am jure, to tax it 
not only as a. weaknefs, but injuftice too 
in a prince, when he indulges any thing to 
a private favourite to the public difadvan- 
tage; yet fo unequal are we, that we 
murmur at God for not doing that which 
we murmur at men for doing. 





























5. Befides a man is to confider, that 
other men have the fame appetites with 
himfelf. If he ciflike an inferior {ftate, 
why fhould he not think others do fo too?) 
and then as the wife man fpeaks, W'ho/e 
voice fhall the Lord hear? Ecclus. xxxiv. 
24. It is fure great infolence in me to ex- 
pect that God fhoyld be more concerned 
to humour me, than thofe’multitudes of 
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others who have the fame defires. And 
the more impatient my longings are, the 
lefs in reafon fhould be my hopes; for 
mutiny is no fuch endearing aD EY as to 
render any man a darling to God. But 
if all men fhould have equal fatisfa Mone 
we fhould puzzle’ even. Omnipotence it- 
felf.. Every man would be above and fu- 
perior, yet thofe are cORMPAy SLANG terms 5 
and if no man were below, no man could: 
be above. So in wealth, molt men defire 
more, but every man does at leaft defire 
to keep what he has; how then fhall one 
part of the world be fupplied without the 
diminution of the other, unlefs there 
{hould be as miraculous a multiplication 
of treafure for a man’s avarice, as there 
vas of loaves for their hunger, Matth. 
xvi. g. It was a good anfwer hac the 
ambaffadors of an  opprett province made 
to Anthony, ** If, O emperor, thou wilt 
‘¢ have double taxes from us, thou muit 
es Help us to double {prings and harvefts.’” 
And fure God mutt be at the expence of 
anew creation, make us a double world, 
if he fhould oblige himfelf to fatisfy all 
the unreafonable appetites of men: And 
if he ust not all, why fhould any. par- 

ticular perfon look. that his alone fhould 
be indulged to him? 
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6. Yet as unreafonable as it is, the moft 
of us do betray fuch a perfuafion. No 
man is difcontented that there are lower, 
as well as higher degrees in the world, 
that there are poor as well as rich, but 
all fenfible men aflent to the fitnefs of | it ; 
yet if themfelves happen to be fet in the 
lower form, they exclaim as if the whole 
order of the world were fubverted ; which 
is a palpable indication that they think 
that Providence which governs others 
fhould ferve them, and diftribute to them 
not what it, but themfelves think good. 
This immoderate felf-love is the {pring 
and root of moft of our complaints, makes 
us fuch unequal judges in our own con- 
cerns, and prompts us to put in caveats 
and exceptions on our own behalf, as 
David did‘on his fon’s, See that thou ae. 
not the young man Abfalom, 2 Sam. xvii. 5. 
as if God were to manage the govern- 
ment of the world with a particular re- 
gard to our liking, and were like the an- 
gels at Sodom, Gen. xix. 22. to do nothing 
till we had got into Zoar, had all our de- 
mands fecured to us. 


+. It would indeed aftonifh a confider- 
ing man to fee, that although the concerns 
of men are all difpofed by an unerring 
Wifdom, and acknowledged by them-’ 
elyes ta be fo, yet that fcarce any man 
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is pleafed... The truth is, we have ‘genes 
tally in us the worfer part of the Leveler’s 
principle, and tho’ we can very content- 
edly behold multitudes below us, yet are 
impatient to fee any above us; not only 
the foot (to ufe the Apoftle’s fimile) com- 
pias that itis. not the hand, but the ear 
becaufe it is not the eye, 1 Cor. xii. 15, 16. 
Not only the lowermoft, but the higher 
ranks of men are uneafy, if there be any 
one ftep above them. Nay.fo importunate 
is this afpiring humour, that we fee men 
are forced to feed it, though but with air 
and fhadows. He that cannot make any 
real advance in his quality, will yet do it 
in effigies, in all little gayeties and pa- 
geantries of it, Every degree in thefe re- 
{pects not only emulates, but imitates its 
fuperior, till at laft by that impatience of 
their proper diftance they make it greater, 
and fink even ‘below their firft ftate by 
their ridiculous profufion.. Indeed the 
world feems to be fo over-run with this 
vanity, that there is little vifible diftinc- 
tion of the degrees, and one had need go 
to the herald’s office to know men’s qua- 
lities, for neither their habit nor equi- 
page do now-a-days inform us with any 
certainty. 


8. But by all this fc apPealss that men. 
look on theimfelvés only as fingle perfons 


*itarinchy isn % Be Ti re sto, 
see et 






































( 12 2) 


without reference to. the community 
whereof they are members. For did they 
confider that, they would endeavour ra- 
ther to become. the places wherein they 
were det, by doing the duties belonging 
to them, than be perpetually projecting 
for a chance. A tree that 1s every year 
tranfplanted, will never bear fruit, and a 
mind that is always hurried from its pre- 
per flation, will fcarce ever do good in 
any. ‘This is excellently expreffled to us 
by Solemon, Asa bird that wandereth from 
his neft, fo @ a man that wandereth from his 
place, Prov. xxviii 80 is-cary. to divine 
the fatelof thofe young ones from whom 
the dam wanders, and it is eafy to guels 
how the duties of that place will be per- 
formed, whofe owner is always upon the 
ving, and making towards another. I 
sith we had not too coftly experiments 
both in church and ftate, of the truth of 
this. obfervation.. Alas! we forget that 
we are all fervants to the fame Mafter, 
and that, he is to appoint in what office we 
fhall ferve him. “How fhould we like it 
in any of our own families, to have an in- 
ferior officer leave his work undone, be-- 
caufe he has more mind to be a fuperior 
officer? Yet this infolence we every day 
tape! towards God, fullenly difpute his 
order, and unlefs we may chuf: our own 
employments, will do nothing. 
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g. It is evident, this perverfe temper of 
mankind breeds a great deal of milchief 
and difturbance in the world, but.would 
breed arrant confufion and fubverfion, if 
it were fuffered to have its full range. If 
God. permit but one ambitious fpirit to 
break loofe in an age, as the inftrument 
of his wrath, what deftruction does it of- 
ten times make? How does it caufe the 
whole earth to tremble, and {hake kingdoms, 
as. is faid of Nebuchadnezzar, Ua. xiv. 16. 
and may be faid of many others of thole 
wholefale robbers who have dignified the 
trade? But if every afpiring’ humour 
fhould be as profperous, where would is 
find fue] to maintain the fame ? No doubt | 
every age produces men of as unbounded 
defires as Alexander or Cefar, but God 
gives them not the fame opportunity to 
trouble the world. And accordingly in 
the more petty ambitions of private men 
he often orders it fo, that thofe foaring 
minds can find no benign gale to help 
ther mounting. De that fet; bounds to 
the fea, faying Hitherto fhalt thou come and 
no farther; and tho the waves thereof tofs 
themfelves, yet. can they not prevail, tho’ they 
roar, yet can they not pa/s over. Jer. v. 22: 
does alfo deprefs the fwel.ing pride of 
men, hangs clogs and weights upon them, 
that they cannot rife to their affected 
height. For tho’ we are all willing to 
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forget it, yct God remembers that he is 
the Ruler of the Univerte: and will affert 
his dominion. The fubtileft contrivance 
cannot circumvent bum m, the moft daring 
pretender cannot wreft any thing out of 
his hand; the Lerd cil /ill be f (king, be the 
people healer oun aneme » Vial. xcix. lt will 
therefore fure be as well cur prudence 2s 
our duty, to be fill, and know that he 

God, Pial- xlvi. 10. with an humble for- 
faxing of our own wills, acquiefce in his, 
and not by ineffective flrugglings provoke, 
whom we are fure never to fubdue.. We 
may, like unmanaged horfes, foam and 
fret, but fill God -has the bridle in’ our 
jaws, and. we cannot advance a {tep fur- 
ther than he permits us. “Why fhould we 
then create torment to ourfelves by our 
repinings, which only fets us further from 
our aims. It is God’s declared method 
t> exalt the lowly, and it is obfervable in 
the two firft kings of lirael, who were of 
God’s immediate election, that he furprit- 
ed them with that dignity, when they were 
about mean and humble employments, the 
one fearching his father’s affes, the other 
keeping his father’s fheep: And would 
men hone oe and diligently exercife them- 
ta inthe bufinels of their proper call- 
ing, they might perhaps find it a more di- 
so road to advancement, than all the fi- 
niller arts by which ambitious men endea- 
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vor to climb... Solomon {cts it down as an 
example, See/? thou a man diligent in bis bu- 
Sinefs, be frall ftand before kings, he fhail not 
jfiand bfore mean men, Prov. xxi. 29. But 
whether it happen to have that effect or no, 
it wil have a better, for it will fweaten his 
prefent condition, Wiser his mind from 
mutinous reflectionson other men’s beicht, 
and his own lowlinefs ; for it is common- 
ly men who mind not their work that are 
at fo much leifure to gaze. He that ear 
fully plies his own bufineis, will have hig 
thoughts more concentrated ; and doubt- 
lefs it is no {mall happinefs to have them 
fo, for it is their gadding too much a- 
broad, looking on other men’s bopdifion 
that fends them back (like Dinah deflow- 
ered) to put ail in an uproar at home, 
‘The fon’ of Syrach ipeaks with tranfporta- 
tion. of the ftate even of him that ‘labours 
and is content, and cails it a/wweet life, Ec- 
ciul. x]. 18. And certainly it is infinitely 
nore fo than that of the greate(t Prince, 
whofe mind fwells beyond his territories. 





to. Upon all thefe confiderations, it 
cannot but appear very reafonable, that 
we fhould leave God to govern the world ; 
not be putting in hke the fons of Ze eee 
for the highelt feats, but continually reft 
outfelves where he has placed us, till his 
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us. We can no where be fo obicure as to 
e hid trom his eyes, who as he valued 
the widow’s mite above the great obliati- 
ons of the rich, fo he will no lefs graci- 
oully accept the humble endeavors of the 
mean, than ae more eminent fervices of 
the mighty ; ; himfelf having. declared, 
That he accepts, according to what a man 
puib, and not according towhat he hath not, 
2 Cor. vil. 12. So that in what rank foe 
vera man is fet, he has ftill the opportuni- 
ty of approving himfelf to God ; and tho’ 
in the eye of the world he bea veflel of 
dithonor, yet in the day that God comes to 
Mare up ae Jewels, Mal. iil. 17. there will 
be another eftimate made of him, who re- 
gulatly moves in his own {phere. And 
fure he that.fits down in this a acquis {cence 
isa happier man, than he that enjoys the 
preatelt woi ‘Idly fplendor ; but infinitely 
more fo than he who impatiently covets 
but cannot attain them: For fuch a man 
puts himfelf upon a perpetual rack, keeps 
his appetites at the utmoft ftretch, and yet 
has nothing wherewith to fatis‘y them. 
Let therefore our cafe, if not our duty 
prompt us to acquiefcence, and a ready 
fubmiffion to God’s difpofals ; to which 
we have yet a further inducement from 
that diftin® care he hath over every man’s 
peculiar, by which he proportions to him 
what is really beft for hin ; of which we 
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are further to confider in the. next Sec- 
tion. 


The Lord is God. and he alone 
With univerfal fway commands ; 
Fis: Power let every Creature own, 
Submitting all Things to his Hands. 


~~ 
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Sper vVit. 


Of Gea’s particular Providence. 


Ir is the imperfection of our finite n- 
ture that we cannot at once attend to di. 
vers things, but the more vehement our 
Intention is upon one, the greater is our 
neglect of the reft. But God’s infinity 
cannot be fo bounded ;_ his eyes at once 
fee, and his providence at once orders all 
the moft diftant and .defperate things in 
the world. Heis not fuch an epicurean 
deity, as to fequefter himfelf wholly to 
the enjoyment of his own felicity, and to 
defpife the concerns of poor mortals; but 
though he have his diwelling fo high, yet he 
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humbleth himfelf to bebold the aoa in hea: 


ven and earth Pfal. cxii. 5, 6. Nor does 
his providence confine: itfelf ‘to the more 
{plendid. and greater parts of management, 
the conduct of empires and ftates, but it 
defcends to the loweft parts of his creati- 
tion, to the fowls of the aif, to the lilies of 
the field ; and then fure our Saviour’s in- 
ference as to mankind is inconteftable, Are 
ye not much better than they? Matth. 26. 
if a fparrow (as he elfewhere tells his dif- 
ciples) cannot fall to the ground without 
God’s particular notice, furely no human 
eature 13 lef confiderable to him 3 nay, 
ian very hairs are numbered, we cane 
not think ths excrefcence is of more va- 
lue than the ftoke, but muft conclude 
that God with a particular advertence, 
watches over the concerns of every man. 
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2. Now God being infinitely good, can- 
not thus attend us upon any infidious deé- 
fien of doing us mifchief: He watches o- 
ver us as a guardian, not asa {py ; and di- 
rects his obfervation to the more feafona- 
ble adapting his benefics. And as he is 
thus gracious in defigning our advantage, 
fo he 1s no lefs wife in contriving ‘it. ‘All 
things, fays the wile man, are not profitable 
for ail men, Eccluf. xxxvit. 28.. Indeed 
nothing is abfolutely good but God: all 
reated thin gs are good or ill reference te 
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that to which they are applied. Meat is 
good, but to a furfeited ftomach it is not 
only naufeous, but dangerous. Fire is 
good, but if put in our bofoms, not only 
burns our clothes but flefh. And as hu- 
man wifdom directs the right application 
of thefe and the like, fo the fupreme and 
divine, orders events according to the 
difpofition of the perfon concerned ; Ae 
knows our frame, Pial. cil. 14. and dif. 
cerns what operation fuch or fuch things 
will have upon us, while we who know 
neither ourfelves nor them, can make but 
random gueffes, and worfe choices. And 
fure he that does but thus in the general, 
acknowledge God’s providence, goodefs 
and wifdom (which he is no chriftian that 
does not) hasa fufficient cure againft all 
his folicitudes, much more his repinings, 
He cannot think he fuffers unawares to 
him who fees all things. He cannot think 
his fufferings are defigned for ill to him, 
becaufe they are difpofed by him who in- 
fends and projects his good. Nor can he 
fear thofe intentions can mifcarry, which 
are guided by an infinite and unerring 
wifdom, and backed by an uncentrolable 
power. And fure this is as the Apoftle 
Ipeaks, Heb. vi. 18. /frong confolation, if we 
would duly apply it. 
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Yet becaufe general notions do of- 
ten make but lightimpreflions on us, it 
may not be amifs to make a little more in- 
{pection, and to-obferve how a applicable 
they are to to the feveral kinds of our dif- 
contents. Now thofe may be reduced to 
two; for either we are troubled at the 
want of fomething we defire, or at. the 
luffering of fomethmg we would avert ; 
fo that the two notions of privative and 
pofitive, divide between them all our af- 
fiction, 





4. The firft of thefe is ufually the moft 
comprehenfive, for there are few who 
have not more torment from the appre- 
henfion of fomewhat they want, than - 
from the {mart of any thing they. feel. 
And indeed while our. defires are fo va- 
grant and exorbitant, they will be fure to 
furni{h matter enough f for our difcontents. 
But certainly there is not in the world 
fuch a.charm for them, as the confidera- 
tion that God is more wile to difcern, and 
more careful to provide what is really 
good for us than we ourlelves. We poor 
fhortfighted creatures look only on the 
furface of things, and if we fee a beautiful 
appearance, fomewhat that invites our fen- 
fes, we court it with the utmoft earneft- 
nefs ; but God penetrates deeper, he fees 
to the bottom both of us and thofe things 
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we defire, and find often though they 
may pleafe our appetite, they will hurt 
our health ; and will no more give them 
to us, than a careful father will to his child 
thofe gilded poifons he cries for. Perhaps 
this manis taken with the enchanting mu- 
fic of fame, likes not his own obfcure {ta- 
tion, but would fain prefent himfelf upon a 
more public Theatre, come into the eye 
and croud of the world; but how little 
does he know how he fhall aa his part 
there; whether he fhall come off with an 


applaufe or a hifs ? He may render himfelf 


but the more public fpectacle of fcorn ; 
or if he do not that, he may by a better 
fuccefs, feed up his vain glory to fuch a 
bulk, as may render him too great weight 
for that tottering pinnacle whereon he 
{ftands: and foafter he has made a tower- 
ing circle, he may fall back with more 
ignominy to his firft point. Another it 
may be, no lefs eagerly defires wealth, 
thinks (as once Crajus did) that he that 
abounds in treafure cannot be empty of 
felicity ; but alas how knows he how he 
fhall employ it?’ There are two contrary 
temptations that attend riches, riots; and 
covetoufnefs ; and-he is fure a little too 
confident, that dares promile h pad! that 
when there 1s fuch odds againift him, as e 
fholi'certainly chufe.the one ‘iit hs 
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and if he do not, he does only inflame his 
account at the great audit. Befides the 
more wealth he has, the fairer booty he is 
to the avarice of others; and it has been 
oiten feen, that many a man had not died 
fo poor, if he had lived lefs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps thinks not himfelf fo much 
to want wealth as children to heir it, and 
com] lains with Abraham, Lord, what wilt 
thou give me, freeing I go childlefs? Gen. xv. 
2. yet how knows he whether that child 
he fo much defires, /hall be a wife man er 
a fool, Eccl. ii.. 19. a comfort or a vexa- 

ion to himfelf if he live to fee his prooi f 
and if he do not, he does but proje& for 
an accefs to his dying cares in what hands 
to leave him. Rachel folicited this fatis- 
faction with the greateft impatience, give 
me children, or 1 die, Gen. xxx. 1. and 
’tis obfervable that the grant of her wifh 
proved the lofs of her life. 


s. Thus in thefe and innumerable other 
inftances we drive on blindfold, and very 
often impetuoully purfue that Sea would 
ruin us: and were God as fhort- fighted 
as we, into what precipices fhould we mi- 


-nutely hurry ourfelves? or were he fo un- 


kind as to confider our importunity more 
than our intereft, we fhould quickly fink 
uinder the weight "of our own wifhes ; and 
as Yuvenal in his tenth fatire excellently 
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obferves, become pettifh by the fucceffes 
and grant of oar prayers. I fuppofe there 
ig no man that foberly roto llects the pad Lit 
of his life, but can experimentally fay, he 
has fometimes defired things which would 
have been to his mifchief had he: had 
them, and that himfelf has after looked 
on the denial asa mercy :°as on ts} at her 
fide when he has profpered in his aims, 
and had what his foul lufted after, it fae 3 
been but like the quails to the iaetived! 
a conviction and punifhment, rather than. 

a fatisfaction. And now furely God may 
aeons of us as he did of Hrael, Hou 
long will it be e’er you believe me? ‘Num. 
xiv. 11. After all ie atteitations fe has 
given of his care and Providence over Us, 
after all the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own elections, we cannot 
yet be brought either to dittruft ourfelves, 
or rely upon him. We will fill be chul 
ing, and look on him as no farther con. 
cerned, than as-the executioner of our 
defigns. 


— 


6. This is certainly a ftranze perverfe- 
nefs, and fuch as no fenfible man would 
be guilty of in any other inftance. In all 
our fecular adairs we truft thofe whom 
we have caufe to think underftand them 
better than ourfelves, a Oe. eee men 
in their own facu'ty. We put our ef: tes 








i into the lawyer’s. hand, our bodies into 
| the phyfician’s, and fubmit to their ad- 
vice though it be againft our humour, 
merely becaufe we account them more 
competent judges. Yet this fubmifhon 

we cannot be perfuaded to pay to God, 
but will ftill be prefcribing to-him, and 

are very angry if his difpenfations do not 

exactly anfwer our fancies. And can we 

offer him a greater affront than thus to li- 

mit him? What is it but interpretatively 

to deny either his wifdom, or his good- 

nefs, or both? and fo derogate from him 

in two of his effential attributes. For there 

can be no rational account given by any 

_who believe thofe, why they fhould not 

remit their whole concerns to him. So 

that the fhort account is, that in our dif 

truft, we either deny him to be God, or 
| ‘ ourfelves to be men, by refitting the mof& 
| evident dictates of that reafon which dif- 
tinguifhes us from brutes. For certainly 

there is not in humen difcourfe a more 
irrefragable maxim, than that we ought 

for our own fakes to refign ourfelves to 

him, who, we are infallibly fure, can, 

and will chufe better for us than we for 

ourfelves. 



























7. This was fo apparent by mere natu. 
ral light, that Socrates advifled men te 
pray only for bleflings in general, and 
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leave the particular kind of them to God’s 
eleGiion, who beft knows what is good 
for us. And fure this is fuch a piece of 
divinity, as extremely reproaches us Chrif- 
tians, who cannot match a Heathen in his 
implicit faith to God. Nay indeed ’tis 
the vileft.defamation upon God himfelf, 
that we who pretend to know him more, 
fhould truft him lefs. So that we fee our 
repinings do not terminate. in their own 
proper guilt, but do in their confequences 
{well higher, and our dilcontents propa- 
gate themfelves into blafphemy. For 
while we impatiently complain of 

wants, we do tacitly tax God to-want ei- 
ther that wifdom, power or love, where- 
by he fhould fupply us. And fure he 
muft be very athe.ftical to whom this will 
not give a competent prejudice againtt this 
fin. 


8. And this very PUIG AL ve) will e- 
qually prejudge the other branch of our 
difcontents, I mean thot e which repine at 
the ills we fufer. And not only our pri- 

vative, but. our pofitive afflidions may by 
it have their bitternefs taken off: for the 
fame-goodneis and wildom which denies 
shofe. things we like, becaufe they sare 
hurtful for us, does upon the very fame 
peafon give us thofe diftateful thing: 
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which he fees profitable.. A wile phyfi- 


cian does not only diet, but if occafion 
be, spurge his patient alfo. And furely 
there is not fuch a purifier, fuch a clean{- 
er of the foul as are afflictions, if we do 
not (like diforderly patients) fruftrate 
their eficacy by the irregular: manage- 
ment of ourfelves under them. 


126. ) 


The Lord from Heav’n, his higheft throne, 
_ Looks down to Earth below, 
The creatures he doth call his own, 


On all his goodne/s flow. 
6 ASD sf LE BE FS hw sherry: Bead 


Secr. VII. 
Of the Advantage of Afflictions. 


Ty were the work of a volume to give ali 
exact and mintte account of the benefit 
of afflictions. I fhall only point at fome 
ef the more general and obvious. And 
firtt, itis one of the moft awakéni ne calls 
to Pepentanice ; and to this end it is that 
God moit ufvally defiens it. We fee the 
whole f{cene of it, Hof. vy. 15. 1 will ga 
and return to my wleces till they acknow: ledge 
their offence, and feck my face: in their af- 
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juttion they will feek me early: and in the 
very next verfe we find this voice of God 
echoed forth by a penitential note, Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord, for he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath fmitten, 
and he will bind us up. ‘Vhus we find 

® the brethren of Fofeph, though there 
had a long interval paffed betwixt their 
barbarous ufage of him, and his feigned 
rigor tothem, yet when they faw them- 
{elves diftreffed by the one, then they be- 
gan to,recolle& the other, faying, We are 
very guilty concerning our brot ber, Gen. xli- 
21. Profperity is an intoxicating thing, 
and thereare few brains {trong enough to 
bear it; it lays us afleep, and amufes us 
with pléatint dreams, whilft in the mean 
time Satan rifles our treafures, and fpoils 
us, by the deceitful charms of fins, of 
our innocency and real happinefs. And 
can there be a more friendly office done 
for aman in this condition, than to roufe 
him, and bring him to apPrShe ne the de- 
figns that are laid again{t him? and this is 
the errand on which afliGions are fent : 
fo that we have reafon to look on them 
as our friends and confederates, that in- 
tend our refcue, and to take the alarm 


they give us, and diligently feek out thofe 
inteftine enemics. of which they warn us. 
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because they tell him the truth, Gal. iv. 16. 
does milerably pervert the coun/el of God 
aguinft pe. Luke vil. 30. and may at’ 
laft verify his own jealoufies, and by fo | 
provoking an ingratitude, convert thofe 
into ‘the wounds of an pee! which 
were originally méant as the correCtions of 
a father. 


2. And as afflictions do in general ad- 
monifh us of fins, fo it pleat fes God moft 
frequently fo to medel and frame them, 
that they bear the very image and imprels. 
of thofe particular guilts they are to chaf- 
tile, and are the dark fhadows that attend 
our gay delights, or fragrant infolence. 
The wile man oblerves, that the turning 
the Egyptian waters into blood, was a ma- 
nifeft reproof of that cruel commandment 
for murdering of the Hebrew infants Wid. 
Xi op. A furely we might in molt, if 
not all our fufferings, fee fome fuch’cor- 
reiponding circ cumfbane ces, as may lead us 
to the immediate provoking caufe of it. 
God who does all things. im number,, 
weight:and meafure, does in » punifhments 
alfo obferve a fymmetry and propor ‘Hon, 
and-adapts them not only to the heinoul- 
nefs, but even the a foecific kind’of our 
crimes. Phe von "fixed immutable rule 
he has given for His icegerents on earth 
to punih by, is that In ‘the cafe of murder, 
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which is we fee grounded on this rule of 
proportion, He that /heddeth man’ s'blood, by 
man /ball his blood be fhed, Gen. ix. 6. And 
though he hath now cut off the poapht 
retaliations of the e eye for the eye, the tooth 
for the tooth, Exod. xxi. 24. (probably for 
the patos: of our hearts, becauie he 
faw our revengeful natures would be too 
much pleafed with it) yet he has not pre- 
cluded himitelf from a¢ting by thofe mea. 
fures, but we fee it does very often fignal. 
ly rae men nee the {mart of thofe vio- 
lences, or injuftice they have ufed to o- 

thers. Of this the facred ftory affords 
feveral examples (as Adonibexek, Judg. 1.6. 
and Ahab, 1 King. xxi. 19.) and profane 
many more, and daily e PAETIORGE and ob- 
feryation moft of all. And though this 
method of retaliation is not always fo evl- 
dent and apparent to the world, becaufe 
men’s fins are not always fo, yet I believe 
if men would duly recolle&, it would be 
for the mott partidifcernable to their own 
Se ace ie and they would apparently 
ee, thattheir calamities did: but trace the 
footiteps of their fins. 


Now if we rightly weigh this, we 
cannot but think it a very advantageous 
circumftance. We are naturally blind, 
when we look inward, and if we have not 
fome adventitious light to clear the object, 
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will be very apt to overlook it. Therefore 
fince the end of all our affli@ions fis our 
repentance, itis a wile and gracious difpo- 
fal, that they do thus point to us thofe 
particular fins of which we are to repen 
The body of fin will not be deftroyed in 
the whole entire bulk, but muit be d= 
membered, pulled to pieces limb by limb. 
He that attacks it otherwife, will be like 
Sertorius’s, foldier, who ineiteCively tug- 
ged at the horfe’ : til to get it off at once, 
when he that pulled it hair by hair quickly 
did it. "Therefore a it a great part of our 
{piritual wifdom te know in what efpecial 
parts the Samp/oi like tea of our cor- 
ruptions lie, fo it is a great infiance of 
God’s care of US; thus by his corrections 
to oad and inftruct if init. 





. In all our affliétions therefore it is 
at ee nicely and critically to ob- 
ferve them. I mean not to enhance our 
murmurs and complaints, but to learn by 
them what is God’s peculiar controverly 
apainftus. This is indeed to hear the rod, 
and wie bath appointed it, Mic. vi.9. Let 
him therefore: that fuffers in any of his 
concerns, examine whether he have not 
fome guilt which anfwers to it, as face 
anfwers face, Provi XXvil. 19. ° He that is 
impoverifhed in his eftate, let him con- 
fider. firft how he acquired it, whether 
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there were not fomething of fraud or in- 
juftice, which like a cancrous, humour, 
mixt in its very elements and coniftitution, 
and eat out its bowels: Or whether fome 
facrilegious prize, fome coal from the al- 
tar have not fired his neft. Or if nothing 
can be charged upon the thing gained, let 
him confider how he has ufed it; whe- 
ther he has not made it the fuel of his 
lufts, in riot and exceffes, or the obje& 
of his adoration in an inordinate value of 
it. InJike manner he who is afflicted in 
his body, groans under the torment of 
fome grievous difeafe, may very feafonably 
interrogate himfelf, whether it has not 
been contracted by his vice, whether Ais 
bones be not (in a more literal fenfe than 
job meant it) full of the fins of his youth, 
Job xx. 11. and his furfeiting and drun- 
kennefs be not the caufe, thar his foul, as 
the Pialmift fpeaks, abhors all manner of 
meat, and ts even hard at death’s door, 
Plal. cvit. 18. or at leaft whether the not 
employing his health and {trength to thofe 
purpofes for which it was given, 1s not the 
reafon of its being withdrawn. He alfo 
that is invaded in his reputation, that lies 
under fome great infamy, 1s to confider 
whether it be not deferved;. whether fome 
part, if not the whole guilt of which he 
is accufed, ftick not to him: Or if he be 
clear in that particular inftance, whether 
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fome concealed fin of his would not if it 
were known, incur as great fcandal . For 
im that cafe he has in right forfeited his 
reputation, and God may make the feiz- 
ure as well by an unjuft, as a juft accufa- 
tion. Or if his heart accufe him not here, 
yet let him farther reflect, whether his 
vain-glorious purfuits of praife and high 
conceits of himfelf, havenot made this 
an apt and neceflary humiliation for him. 
Or laftly, let him recolle& how he has be- 
haved himfelf towards others in this kind: 
Whether he has hada juft tendernefs of 
his neighbour’s fame, or has not rather 
expofed and proftituted it. In thefe and 
many other inftances fuch a particular 
{crutiny would Cin all probability) difco- 
ver the affinity and cognation between our 
guilts and our puntfhments, and by mark- 
ing out the fpring and fountain-head, di- 
rect us how to ftop or divert the current. 
And he that would diligently employ 
himfelf in this inquifition, would find lit- 
tle leifure, and lefs caufe to condole his 
aflliGtions, but would divert’all his com- 
plaints upon himfelf, accept of the puni/b- 
ment of his iniquity, and thank the Lord for 
thus giving him warning, Pial. xvi. 7. 
| 

5. A fecond benefit which God defigns 
us in our afflictions, is the weaning us from 
the world, to difentangle us from its’ fet- 
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ters and charms, and draw us to himfelf, 
We read in the ftory of the deluge that fo 
long as the earth was covered with wa- 
ters, the very raven was contented to take 
fhelter in the ark, but when Alb was fair 
and dry, even the dove finally forfook it, 
Gen. vill. 12. ‘And it is much fo with 
us: The worft of men will commonly in 
diftrefles have recourfe'to God A he very 
heathen mariners in a ftorm could rebuke 
Fonab for not calling u ey his God, Jon. 
i. 6.) when yet the very beft of us are apt 
to forget him amid{t the blandifhments 
and infinuations-of profperity. The kind 
afpects of the world are very enchanting, 
apt to inveigle and befot us; ard there- 
fore it 1s God’s care over us, to let us 
fometimes fee her more averting counte- 
nance in her frowns and ftorms; that, as 
children frighted by fome ugly appear- 
ance, we may run into the arms of our 
Father. Alas! were all things exactly 
fitted to our humours here, when fhould 
we think of a remove? and had not death 
fome harbingers to prepare us for him, 
what a furprifing gueft would he be to 
us? *Tis ftoried of Antigonus, that fecing 
a foldier in his camp of fo daring a cou- 
rage, that he always courted the moit ha- 
zardous attempts, and obferving him alio 
of a very infirm fickly habit, he tock a 
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particular care of him, and by medicines 
and good attendance recovered him ; 
which no fooner had he done, but the 
man grew more cautious, and would no 
Jonger expofe himfelf as formerly, and 
‘gave this reafon for it, that now he was 
healthy, his life was of fome value to him, 
and not to be hazarded at that fame rate, 
as when it was only a burden ; and fhould 
God cure all our complaints, render us 
perfetly at eafe, I fear too many of us 
would be of the foldier’s mind, think our 
lives too good to refign to him, much 
more to hazard for him, as our Chrifti- 
anity in many cafes obliges us.. The fon 
of Syrach oblerves, how dreadful death is 
to a man that is at reft in his poffeffiens, that 
hath abundance of ail things, and hath ns- 
thing to vex him; nay he defcends much 
lower, and puts in him who is yet able to 
receive meat, E.cclus. xiv. 1. The truth 
is, we do fo paflionately doat upon the 
world, that like befotted lovers we can 
bear a great deal of ill ufage, before we 
quit our purfuit. Any little flight favour 
“nes us after multiplied affronts, and 

' + difciplined by repeated difap- 

‘- can withdraw our 
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notes, interrupt our raptures, and recall 
us to fober thoughts ? 


6. Indeed it is one of the higheft in- 
{tances of God’s love, and of his clemen- 
cy alfo, thus to project our reducement. 
We were all in our baptifm afiianced to 
him, with a particular abrenunciation of 
the world, fo that we cannot without the 
iia difloyalty caft ourfelves into its 

embraces; and yet when we have thus 
broken the covenant of our God, Prov. ih. 17. 
he does not purfue us with a jealous rage, 
with the feverity which an abufed rivalled 
Kindnefs would fuggeft; doth not give 
us a bill of divorce and difclaim his rela- 
tion; but contrives how he may reclaim 
and bring us back to himfelf. he tran- 
{cendency of this lenity God excellently 
defcribes by the Salad in the cafe of J/- 
rael, They fay, if a man put away his wife, 
and foe become another man’s, fhall he return 
unto ber again? but thou haft played the har- 
lot with many lovers, yet return unto me faith 
the Lord? Jer. iii. 1. And this, though 

eres height of indulgence, is no more 
an he daily repeats to us. After we 
fe bafely adulterated with the world, 
converted our affections from God to it, 
he does nat give us ever, abandon us to 
our lewd courfe, and confequent ruin ; 
but {till invites our return: and left that 
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may not ferve, he does with a great deal 
of holy artifice effay to break that accurf- 
ed league into which we are entered, pulls 
off the difeuife in which the world court- 
ed us, and makes us fee it as it is in itfelf, 
a fcene of vanity and vexation of /pirit, 
VCctest Ty ba. ; 


7.-And as he does this in general, fo 
alfo with a particular application to thofe 
temporal fatisfachions wherewith we were 
mioit tranfported. ‘The things to which 
we are more indifferent do not fo much 
endanger us; it is thofe upon which we 
have more vehemently fet our hearts, 
which become our fnares, and awake his 
jealoufy; and accordingly we frequently 
fee that it is in thofe he chufes to crofs us. 
How often does it happen that thofe 
which are enamoured of themfelves, dote 
upon, their own features, do meet with 
fome difeafe or accident which blatts their 
beauty, withers that fair flower, and makes 
their winter overtake their fpring ? So in 
our friends and relations it is ufually 
feen, we foonelt loofe thofe for whonr 
we have the greateft, the moft immode- 
rate paflion. If there be one fondling 
among our children, it is odds but that 
is taken away, or made as much the ob- 
je& of our grief and forrow, as ever it 
was of our joy and love. When God 
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fees our hearts.fo exceflively cleave to any 
tranfitory thing, he knows it is neceflary 
to fever them, for whillt we have fueit 
clogs upon us,. our fouls. will cleave to the 
dujt. will not. be able to. foar up to the 
higheft Region for which. they are de- 
fined. 


8. Ima word, God fo loves us, that he 
removes whatever he fees will obftruct 
that intimate union which he defires wich: 
us; and fure this is fo obliging, that: 
though he fhould bid us to our lols, tho” 
he could not recompence us for what he: 
takes from us, yet we muft be very ill- 
natured if we can be angry at fo much 
kindnefs. But when to this is added, 
thar all this is principally, nay,. folely de- 
fizned for our advantage, that God takes 
from us all thefe empty delufory content- 
ments, mérely that he may inftate us in. 
folid and durable joys ; we betray as much 
jenorance of our intereft, as infenfible- 
nefs of our obiigation, if we repine that 
God makes us fo much his care. It is 
true indeed, the things to which we have 
fo inordinately adhered, do {tick fo clofe, 
that they cannot be pulled away without 
fome pain : yet for our corporg! fecurity 
we can endure the fundering of parts that 
do notonly cleave; “but grow tous, He 
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that has a gangrened member, fuffers it 
to be cut off to fave his whole body, and 
does not revile, but thank and reward the 
furgeon. Yet where our fouls are con- 
cerned, and where the things have no: 
native union with us, but are only ce- 
mented by our paflions, we are impatient 
of the method, and think God deals'very 
hardly with us, not to to let us perifh 
with what we love. The fum of all is 
this, God, though he be abundantly con- 
defcending, yet he will never ftoop fo low 
as to fhare his intereft in us withthe world: 
ti we will devote ourfelves to it, it is not 
ail our empty forms of fervice will fatisfy 
him; if we-.cannot divorce our hearts 
from it, he will divorce himfelf eternally 
from us. And the cafe being thus, we: 
are furely very ill advifed if we do not 
contentedly refign ourfelves to his me- 
thods, and cheerfully endure them how 
fharp foever. ‘The only expedient we 
haye for our own cafe, is to fhorten the 
cure by giving our aflitance, and not by 
ilrugeline to render if more "difficult and 
painful. Let us entirely furrender ourwills 
to him, and when we have done that, we 
may without much pain let him take any 
thing elfe.. But the more difficult we find 
it to be difentangled from the world, the 
greater fhould our caution be againtt alt 
future engagements. to it. If our efeape 
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Cong 
hath been as the apoftle fays, /o as by fire, 


Jude 23. with much imart and hazard, 
let us at leaft have fo much wit, as the 
common proverb allows children, and 
not again expofe ourfelves; let us never 
glue our hearts to any external thing, 
but let all the concerns of the world hang 
locfe about us: by that means we fhall 
be able to put them off infenibly when 
ever God calls for them, or perhaps we 
fhall prevent his callmg for thein at all, it 
being for the moft part our t@o clefe ad- 
herence to them which prompts him to 
it, 


g. A third advantage of affliction is, 
thet if ig a mark and fignature of our | 
adoption, a witnefs of our levitimation. 
What fon is be (laith the apoitle } whom the 
Father chaftifeth not? but if ye be without 
chaftifement, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye baftards and not fons, Heb. xii. 7, 
8. Facob clad his darling Fofeph in a 
party-coloured coat, and God’s favour- 
ites do here weara livery interwoven with 
| 2amixture of dark and gloomy colours ; 
| their Jong white robes are \did up for them 
| againft they come to the marriage of the 
Lamb, Rev. xix. 7. Indeed we much 
| miftake the defign of Chriftianity, if we 
think it calls us to a condition of eafe and 
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fecurity. It might fuit well enough with 
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the votaries of the golden calf, to fit down 
to eat and drink, and rife up to play, Exod. 
xxx. 6. but the difciples of the crucified 
Saviour are trained to another difcipline, 
our profeflion enters us into a ftate of 
warfare, and accordingly our very bap- 
tifmal engagement runs all in military: 
terms, and we are not only fervants of 
Chrift’s family, but foldiers of his camp. 

Now we know in a war men muft not ex- 
pet to pals their time in eafe and foftneds,, 
ag befides all the dangers and difficul- 
ties of the combat, have many other hard- 
aes to endure ; hunger and thirlt, heat 
and cold, hard lodgings and weary 
marches: and he that is too_mice for 
thofe, will not long ftick to his colours.. 
And it is the fame in our fpiritual war- 
fare; many preflures and fuiferings are 
annexed to it, and our paflive valour is no: 
lefs tried than our active. In refpe@ of 
this it is that our Saviour admonifhes. his: 
profelytes to compute firft the difficulties; 
incident’ to their profeffion, and that he 
may not enfnare us by propofing too eafly, 
terms, he bids us reckon upon the worlt, 
and tells us, that he that forfakes not al 
that be hath, frail not be his difciple Luke 
xiv.(26. and that we muft through much tri- 
bulation enter inio the kingdom of God, ACs 
xiv. 22. Indeed, it were very abfurd for 

ws to.expet eafier conditions, when thele: 
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are the fame to- which our Leader has 
rash: ted. ‘The Captain of cur _ falvation 

vas perfected by fufferings, Heb. 11. 10. and 
if it beboved Chri to fiir before he enter- 
ed into his glory, Luke xxiv. 46. it were 
infolent ata se for us to look to be car- 
ried thither upon our beds of ivory, or 
from the noife of our harps and viols, 
be immediately rapt inta the choir of an- 


gels, 





10, This hath been fo much confidered 
by pious men, that they have looked upon 
their fecular profperities with fear and jea- 
loufy, and many have folemnly petitioned 
for crofles, as thinking chen He necefla- 
ry atteflation of their fonthip, and mearis 
of ‘aflimulation to their elder brother. 
Why then fhould that which is.fo defira-: 
ae to them, appear fo formidable to us? 

r why fhould we fo vehemently deprecate 
what they fo earneftly invited? If we in- 

deed think it a privilege to be the fons of 
God, and fellow heirs with Chrift, why 
co we grudge at the condition? The Ro- 
man captaia tells St. Pau/, that he ob- 
tained the immunities of a Romain with & 
great fum, Acts xxit. 28. and fhall we ex- 
pect fo much a nobler and more adyanta- 
ecous adoption perfectly gratis? Loo! 
tbat God thould change his whole econo- 
my for our eafe, give us an eternal inhe- 
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ritance, difcharged of thofe temporal in- 
cumbrances himfelf has annexed to it? 
This were lure as unjuft a hope, as it 

would be a vain one. When David had 

that enfnared propofal made him, of be- 

ing the king’s fon-in-law, 1 Sam. xviii. 

ri. he fet fuch a value upon the dignity, 

that he defpifed the difficulty of the con- 

dition: And fure we muft have very low 

abje& fouls, if when fo infinitely a higher 

advancement is fincerely offered us, we 
can fuffer any apprehenfion of hardfhip to 

divert us. In a word, let us remember 

that of the apoftle, # we /fuffer, we fhall 
alfa reign with him, 2 Tim. t.. 12. And 

though our afflictions be in themfe}ves not 

joyous but grievous, yet when they are 

confidered as the earnelt of our future 

inheritance, they put on another face, and 

may rather enamour than frig/aten us. 


1. A fourth advantage of afflictions ts, 
that they excite our compaffions towards 
others: There is nothing qualifies us fo 
rightly to eftimate the fuffering of others, 
as the having ourfelves felt them; with- 
out this our apprehenfions of them are as 
dull and confufed, as a blind man is of 
colours, ora deaf man of founds. ‘They 
that /tretch themfelves upon their couches, that 
eat the lambs out of the flack, and the calves 
out of the midft of the ftall » that chaunt te, 
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the found of Ee iol, drink wine in bewls, 
and anoint themfelves wiih the chief oint- 
ments, will nat) Muc ‘h be griewe d with the af- 
flictions of Foleph amos vi. 4, 5, 6. Nay 
{fo neceflary is our experience towards our 
commileration, that we fee it was thought 
a requifite accomplifhment of our high- 
prieft (that higheft example of unbound- 
ed compaffion) and therefore faith the 
apoftle, It behoved him in all things to be 
made like his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high -prieft in things per- 
taining to Ged, to make reconciliation For the 
Jins of the people, for in that he Ee lf hath 
Suffered being tempted, he is able aljo to fuc- 
cour them that are tempted, Heb. i. 17, 18. 
But if he whofe mere fenfe of our miferies 
brought him down to us, chofe this expe- 
_ dient to advance his pity, how neceflary is 
it to our petrified bowels? And fince God 
has affigned our mercies to ourbrethren as 
the ftandard by which he will proportion 
his to us, it is more ours than their advan- 
tage to have them enlarged; fo that when 
by making us taite of their cup, acquaint- 
ing us with the bitter relifh of their fuf- 
ferings ; ; he prepares us to a chriftian fym- 
pathy with them, it is but a remoter way 
of obliging and qualifying us for a more 
ample portion of his mercy. Nay befides 
| the profit, there is honour accrues to us 
P by it. Compaffion is-one of the best pros 
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perties of our nature, and we unman our- 
felves when we put it off; nay more, it 
‘| isan attribute of the divinity, and the 
! more: we advance in it, the clofer ap- 
proaches we make to him. And there: 
fore’we have all reafon to blefs him for 
that difcipline by which he promotes us 
in fo excellent, fo'neceffary a grace. 


12. A fifth benefit of afflidtion, is, that 
it is an Improvement of devotion, fets us 
with moreheartinefs to our prayers. W hilit 
profperity flows in upon us, we bathe 
‘ourielves in its ftreams, but are very apt 
to forget its fource; fo that God is fain 
to ftop the current, leave us dry and 
parched, that our needs may make us do 
what our gratirude would not, trace our 
bleflings up to the original fpring, and. 
both acknowledge and invoke him as the 
author of all our good. This effect of 
afflictions is obferved by the Prophet, 
Lord, in trouble have they vifited thee, they 
poured out a prayer when thy chaftening was | 

upon them, Ifa. xxvi. 16. And I believe 1 | 
hay eppeal to every man’s experience, | 
‘whether his prayers be not more frequent | 
| and more hearty too, when he is under | 
fome diftrefs. Then how importunate 
are we in our petitions? how profufe in} 

our vows and promifes ? faying with 7 
racl, Deliver us only we pray thee this day: } 
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and they put ‘away the frrange ‘gods’ front 
among them, and ferved the Lord, Jud. x. 
rs, 16. ‘IF confefs, it is‘no good imdicaé 
tion*of our temper, that we need thus to 
be/put in the prefs e’re we will yield any 
thing's yet fince ‘we are fo difingenuots, 
it isa mercy in God to adapt his methods 
to’us, to extort when we will not‘ give 5 
and if he can have no free-will-offerines, 
yet at leaft to exact his tribute. - Nor 
does ‘he defign the effe&t of this fhould 
ceafe withthe calamity that raifed it, but 
expects our ‘compelled addreffes fhould: 
bring us into the way of voluntary ones, 
and happily enfnare us into piety. And 
indeed herein we are worfe than brutifh 
if it'do'not.. We think it’a barbarous 
rudenefs to engage a man in ‘our affairs, 
and as foon’-as we have ferved our own 
turns, ‘never take farther notice of him. 
Nay indeed: the very beafts may lecture 
us in this’ piece of morality, many of them 
paying a fignal gratitude, where they 


have received benefits ; and fhall we not 


come up at leaft to their pitch! fhall not 
the endearment of our deliverance bring 
our! Deliverer into fome repute and confi- 
deration with us, and make us defire to 
keep up an acquaintance and intercourfe 
with him? Yet if ingenuity work not with 


| us, let intereft’ at leaft prevail, and the 
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; remembrance how foon we may need him 
again, admonifh us not to'make. ourfelves 
itrangers to him... God| complains of J/- 
racl,Whorefore fay my people, we are, Lords?, 
awe will come no, more at thee, ‘Jer. iis 335 
A. very. infolent folly to, renounce that de- 
pendance by which alone they fubfifted,: 
and, no: lefs will it;,be in any,of, us if-we; 
{top our recourfe.to him becaufe we have 
had ‘advantage by it.’ We have nonaffur- 
ance that the fame occafion fhall not oc- 

cur, but with what) face can we refume 

A that intercourfe which.in. the intervalwe 

i | defpifed ? So'that if we have.butany or- 

dinary providence we fhall. ftill. fo.-cele-. 

brate paft refcues, as to continue inja ca-. 
pacity of begging more, and then: we can-: 
not but alfo confefs the benefit of,..thofe, 
firft, calamities which in{pirited, our deyo- 
‘tion, and taught us:‘to pray in earneft, and 
will be ‘afhamed that our thanks fhould be: 
uttered.in a fainter accent than, our peti- 
tions; or our. daily {piritual concerns. 
fhould: be more coldly folicited than our. 
temporal accidental, ones. o> 






























13. Nor is.it.only our devotion that.is, 
thus improved by our diftreffes, but ma-. 
ny.other graces ; our faith, our hope, our. 
patience, our Chriftian fufferance and for-- 
titude. It is no. triumph,of/faithoto truft, 
God for thofe good things which he gives _ 
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win hand; this is rather to walk by fenfe 
than faith » but to rely on him im the 
greateft deftitution, and againft hope to be- 
heve in hope; this is the faith of a true 
child of Abraham, and will be imputed to 
us (as it was) to him) for righteoufne/s, 
Rom. 1v.024,/243°So" allo our patience 
owes all its opportunities of exercife to 
our afflictions, and confequently owes al- 
fo a great part of its being to\them,. for 
we know defuetude will lofe habits. What 
imaginable ufe‘is there of patiénce, where 
there is ‘nothing to fuffer? In our pfofper- _- 
dus ftate we may indeed employ our tem- — 
perance, our humility, our.caution; ‘but 
patience feems then an ufelefs virtue ; 
Nay’indeed; for ought we,know; may be 
counterfeit, till adverfity bring it to the 
teft. And yet this 1s the. moft, glorious 
accomplithment of, a Chriftian, that which 
moft.eminently conforms him to the image 
of his, Saviour, «whofe whole hfe was a 
perpetual. exercife .of this grace; and 
théreforé we love-gur eafe too well if we 
are unwilling to buy this Rea at any 
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148 Laftly, Our thanlfulaefs is. (at 
leaft onght» to. be) increafed by our dif- 
trefles, It is very natural for us to reflec& 
wth value and ¢fteem upon thofe blef- 
fings we have leit, and we too often do 
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it to ageravate-our difcontent :} But fure, 
the moft- rational ufe of it is to raife our 
thankfulnefs for the time wherein we.en- 
joyed them. Nay not only our former 
enjoyments, but even our prefent: depri-= 
vations deferve our gratitude, if; weston- 
fider the happy advantages: we «may reap 
from them. .1f> we -willperverfely -cafb 
them away, that unworthy contempt pays) 
no fcores, for we. ftill ftand anfwerable-in- 
God’s account for the good he defigned,’ 
and we might have had by it, and we bes: 
_ come liable to a new charge for our ingra-: 

titude'in thus de/pifing the chaftifement of: 
the Lord; “Heboxits, $2 (58, ane oe : 


15. And nowif all thefe benefits of af- 
fictions (which are yet but imperfectly re- 
cited) may be thought worth ¢onfidering;’ 
it cannot ‘but reconcile us to the fharpeft: 
of God’s' ‘methods; unlefs*we will-own: 
ourfelves fuch mére animals, as ‘to:have> 
no other apprekenfions than what our bo- 
dily fenfes-convey to -usy.: For fure, ‘he 
that has reafon enough to underftand that: 
he has an immortal foul, cannot but af-; 
fent that its interefts fhould be ferved, 
though with the ‘difplacency of his flefh. 
Yet even in'regard of that, our'murmur-! 
ings are oft very unjult, for we do many’ 
times ignorantly. prejudge God’s defigns ° 
cSvards us ever in temporals, who tres 
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quently makes a little tranfient uncafinels, 
the paflage to fecular felicities. Ma/2s 
when he fled out of Eeypt, probably litcle 
thought that he fhouid return thither a 
God unio Pharaoh, ¥xod. iv. 16. andas hits 
tle did Fa/eph when he was brought. thi- 
ther’a ilave, that he was to be a ‘ruler 
there; yct as_diftant as thofe {tates were, 
the divine Providence had fo connected 
them,that the one depends upon the other. 
And certainly we may. often obferve the 
like over-ruling hand in our own diftreff- 
es, that. thofe events which we have enter- 
tained with the greateft regret, have in 
the confequences been very beneficial to 
us. 


16. To conclude, we have certainly 
beth from f{peculation and experience, a- 
bundant matter to calm all ovr difquiets, 
to fatisty our diftrufts, and to fix in usana 
entire refignation to God’s difpofals, who 
has defigns which we cannot penetrate, 
but none which we need fear, unlefs we 
ourfelves pervert them. We have our Sa- 
viour’s word for it, that he will not give us 
a ftone when we afk bread, nor a fcorpion 
when we afk a fife, Matth. vu. g. Nay his 
love fecures us yet farther from the errors 
of our own wild choice, and does not give 
us thofe ftones and fcorpions which we 
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importune for. Let us then leave our con- 
cerns to him who beft knows them, and 
make it our fole care to entertain his dif- 
penlations with as much fubmiffion and 
duty, as he difpenfes them with love and 
wifdom. And if wé can but do fo, we 
miay dare all the power of earth and hell 
too, to make us miferable: For be our af- 
flictions. what. they can, we are fure they 
are but what we in fome refpeé or other 
need; be they privative or pofitive, the 
want of what we wifh, or the fuffering of 
what we with not, they are the .difpofals 
of him who cannot err, and we fhall! fi- 
nally have caufe to fay with the Pfalmift, 

ft is good for me that I te been afficled, 
Pfal. cxix. 71. 


Be nst difplea’'d when the great God . 
Doth: bis affictions fend, 
For healways confults our good, 


And. fhews bimfelf our friend. 
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Of cur Misfortunes compared with othet 
Men’s. 


V \ E come now to sripnet an ener 
juft and ufeful confideration, the com. 
paring of our misfortunes with thofe of 
other men: and he that does that, will 
certainly fee fo little caufe to think himfelf 
fingular, that he will not find ‘himfelf fue 
perlative in'calamity; for there is no man 
living, that can with reafon affirm himfelf 
to be the very unhappieft man, there be- 
ing innumerable diftrefles of others which 
he knows not of, and confequently can- 
not bring them in balance with his own. 
A multitude of men there are, whofe per- 
fons he knows not, and even of thofe he 
does, he may be much a ftranger to their 
diftrefles ;.many forrows may lie at the 

eart of him who carries a {miling face, 
and many a man has been an object of en- 
vy to thofe who look but on the furface 
of his ftate, who yet to thofe who know 
his private griefs appears more worthy of 
compaflion. And fure this confufed un- 

ertain e{timate of other men’s afflictions, 
may divert us from all'loud outcries of our 
own. Solon feeing a friend much oppreft 
with grief, carricd him up to a town that 
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overlooked the city of Athens, and thew- 
ing him all the buildings, faid. to him, 
Confider how many torrows have, do, and 
fail in tuture ages inhabit under all thofe 
roofs, and do not. vex thyfelf with thofe 
inconveniencies wei are common : to; 
mortality, as if they were only yours. And; 
fure it. was good pa for fuffering i is al. 
moit as infeparable and adjunct of our na- 
ture, as dyingis;. yet we do not fee.men 
very apt to embitter their whole lives by 
the forelight that they. muit.die, but. fee- 
ing it. a thing-as univerfal as, inevitable, 
they are more forward to take up the evi; 
cure’s refolution, .Le¢.us eat and drink , for 
to-morrow. we dié, 1 Cor. Xv. 32. And 
why fhould we. not.look upon affli€ions 
allo, as the common lot of. humanity, 
and.as.we take the advantages, fo be 
content to. bear the incumbraaces of that 
fate? 


2. But befidesthat allowance thatisthus to 
be made for the. unkown. calamities -of o- 
thers, if we furvey but thofe thatlie open & 
vilible to.us, the. moft of us fhall find e- 
nough, to difcountenance our complaints. 
Who is there that when, he moft {tudioy- 
fly recolle@ted his miferies, .. may, not find 
fome,or other that fapparently equals, if 
not exceeds him? He. that grieves at. his 
‘being contemned and _flighted, may, lee 
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another perfecuted and opprefled.. -He 
that groans. under ‘fome fharp pain, may 
fee another afflicted, with fharper ; and e- 
ven-he that, has the. moft acute torments 
in his body; may -fee another more fadly 
cruciated by the agonies of his mind. So 
that if we would: bat look. about us,, we 
fhould fee fo many foreign occafions of 
our pity, that'we fhould be afhamed to 
confine it wholly to. ourfelves. 


point, that any one perfon can have the 
enclofures .or if it do, it will.be fo hard 
for any to: difeern who that one perfon.is,, 
that Iineed! to defire no fairer a compofiti- 
on, than to-have every man fufpend. his. 
repinings, ’till he can evince his title. But 
alas! there are but few that can make any. 
approaches to fuch a pretence: For though 
if we advert to men’s. complaints, we 
fhould think all, degrees of, comparifon 
were confounded, and every, man weré 
equally) the 'greateft fufferer; yet certainly. 
in the truth of things-itis nothing fo 5 for 
(not to repeat what was. before mentioned, 
that probably no. man is miferable,in any 
proportion to. the utmoft degree of poffibi. 
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Ce 
lity) the’ remarkably ‘unhappy fare very 
far the lefs number. And how pafiionate: 
ly foever. men exapeerate their ealaniities, 
yet perhaps in ‘their féber mood, they 
will fearce change ftates with thofe whom! 
they profefs to think “happier than ‘theni- 
felves. it was the fayine of Socrates; 
that if there were a coniimon bank made 
ofall men’s troubles, mf’ men‘ would 
rather chufe to take thofe they brought, 
that to venture upon a new dividend. 
Atid indeed ‘he’ had‘reafon! for his fuppofi- 
tion; -for ¢dnfidering how!ere4t apart of 
many men’s afllidtions are df their own 
making, fictitious and-imaginary, — they 
may juitly fear leaft they fhould exchange 
feathers tor lead; theirown empty. fha- 
dows for their real.and prefling calamities 
of others, and cannot but think it beft'to 
fit down with their’ own, which ferves 
gheir declamations as welly and ‘their eafe 
much better. - We oft fee men at a little 
misfhaping of a-garment,' a fearce difcern- 
able error’in théir cook, or’ their. fhorteft. 
interruption in their fports, in fuch tran{- 
ports of ‘trouble, asif they were‘the mroff 
unfortunate nea in’ ‘the world; yet for 
all that, you fhall hardly perfuade them 
to change with him whofe ‘courle clothing 
fuperfedes all care of the fafhion, whofe 
appetite was nevcr.difappointed for.want of 
fauce, and whole perpetual toil makes im 
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mfenfible. what, the defeat of {port fig- 
nifies, 


4. Nay, even has the exchange aie 
more equul, where the afflictions. are on 
both-fides folid and-fubftantial, yet. a pru- 
dent man ‘would fearce. venture upon the 
barter., It is nofmall advantage to know 
what we haveto conteft with, to have ex- 
perienced the worft of its ‘aftachs: by 
which. we become better, able to guard 
ourfelves : . But..a.,new, evil -comes with: 
the force of a furprife, and finds us open, 
gnd difarmed. It is indeed almoft a mis 
raculous power that cuftom has in .recon- 
ciling us to things otherwife difpleafing’; 
all. our fenfes are’ taught to remit‘of their 
adyerfion by familiarity .with; ungrateful, 
objects ; that ugly form. which at firtt, 

makes, us ftart, - by ufe divefts its. terror3, 
and we reconcile ourfelves to harfh founds. 
and ill relifhes by long cuftom. » And-fure 
it has the very. fame effet upon our minds; 
the moft- fierce calamities,do by, acquaint-. 
ance grow more tractable; fo that he that, 
exchanges an old one fora new, does.but, 
bring a wild lion into his houfe inftead of 
a tame: It may for,ought.he knows im- 
mediately tear him in. pieces, but at,leaft, 
muft.coft.him-a great, deal of pains.to ren- 
der it gentle and,.familiar, and certainly, 
no wife man would with to make fuch a 
bafgain, | 











( ayo D 


-¢, By all this it appears that how extra!’ 
vagantly foever we agpravate our own ca-" 
lamitiesand extenuate othermen’s, wedare 
not upon recollection ftand to’our ‘own ef- 
timate,’ arid what'can be faid’moré/in ‘pres! 
judice ‘of our difcontents ? Ibis a grants 
ed maxim, that every man muft have’ af-' 
fictions, Man that is born of a woman, 
fays Job, is of few years, and full of trou= 
ble, Job xiv. 1. And we muff reverfe 
God’s fundamental law, before we can 
hope for a totalexemption. — All that any 
man can afpire to, is to have but’an equal 
fhare with others, andthe generality of 
men have fo, at leaft none can prove he: 
has not fo; and till hé can, his murmurs 
willfurely be very unjuftifiable, efpecially: 
when they have this convincing circum. 
{tance againft them, that he dares not up-: 
oii fober thoughts change his afflictions’ 
with moft of his neighbours. | He is an ill 
member of a commnnity, who in- public 
affeffments would fhuffle off a]l payments; 
and he is no better, who in this common : 
tax God has laid upon our nature, is not: 
content to bear his fhare. } 


6. And truly would we but confider 
that in all our fufferings nothing befalls us 
but what is common to our kind, nay, 
which is extremely exceeded by. many 
within the verge of our own obfervatign, 
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we muit-be fenfelefly partial to be 1mpa- 
tient. The Apoftle thought it 2 compe- 
tent confolation “for the firft chriftians, 
that there bad ‘no temptation befallen.thein but 
what was common to men, t Cor. X. 13. and 
we betray very extravagant opinions of 


ourfelves if it be not fo to us: Indeed it 


is {carce poflible for us to be fo unfatisfied 
as the greateft part of us are, did we 
in the comparing ourfelves with others, 
proceed with any tolerable‘ingenuity. 


7. But alas we are very fallacious and. 


deceitful in the point, we do not'compare 
the good of others with our good, nor 


their evil with our evil; but with an en-' 


vious curiofity we amafs together all the 


defirable circumftances of our neighbours | 
condition, and with as prying difcontent 
we ranfack all our grievances, and con-" 


fronttothem. ‘This is fo infincere a way 
of proceeding, as the moft ordinary un- 
derftanding can dete&t.’ If I fhould wa- 


ger that my arm were longer than another ~ 
man’s, and for trial meafure my arm with 


his finger, he muft be ftupidly filly, that 

fhould award me for it; and yet this were 

not a groffer cheat, than that which we 

put upon ourfelves, in our comparifons 

with others. And it is a little ftrange to 

obferve unto what various purpofles we 
O ; 
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¢an apply this one thin piece of fophiftry, 
for when we compare our neighbours and 
ourfelves in point of morality, we do but 
reverie the fallacy, and prefently make his 
vices as much exceed ours, as our calami- 
ties did his in the other inftance. They 
are indeed both great violences to reafon 
and juflice, yet the latter is fure the plea- 
fanter kind of deceit. A man ‘has fome 
joy in thinking himfelf lefs wicked than 
his neighbour, but what imaginable com-' 
fort can he take in thinking himfelf more 
miferable ? Certainly he that would fub- 
mit to a coufenage, had much better fhift 
the fcene, and think his fufferings lefs than 
they are, rather than more: for fince opi- 
nion is the thing that ufually fets an edge 
upon our calamities, it might be a profit- 
able deceit that could fteal that from us. 


8. But we need not blindfold ourfelves 
if we would but ufe our eyes aright, and 
fee things in their true fhapes; and it we 

did thus, what a ftrange turn would there 
be in the common eftimates of the world ? 
How many of the gilded troubles of great- 
nefs, which men at a diftancé look on with 
fo much admiration and defire, would chen 

be as much contemned as now they are 
courted? A competency would then get 
the better of abundance, andthe now en- 
vied :pomp of princes, when balanced with 
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the cares and hazards.annexed would be 
fo. far from a bait, that men like, Saul, 
1 Sam. x. 22.9would Aide them/felves from 
the preferment; and he that. underftood 


af 


the weight, would rather chufe to wield 

iv . ies 
a flail ean adceptre : Yet fo childifhly are 
we befotted with the glittering appearance 
of things, that we fomalide felicity mut 
needs dwelt where: there isa magnificert 
portico, and being pofict Ted with this fan- 
cy we over] look ‘ate in our own humbler 
cottages, where the would-more conflant- 
ly refide..1f fhe could bu: find us at honie; 
J > ii ” 
but we are commonly engaged Jn a raim- 
eis y ae i 
bling purfuit of her where the is moft fel- 
dom to,be found, andin tie interim, mits 
of her at her own doors. 


g- Indeed there is icarce a greater. fol- 
ly ox unbappinch incident to man’s Na- 
ture, than this fond admiration. of .other 
men’s en} PETES and contempt of our 
own. ./ind whilit'we have that humour, 


it will b tatioe 0t only our prefent,; but 
ail pofiibilities of our future content: For 


though we ceuld draw. to ourtelves all 
(hole, things, Jor which we envy others, 
we ~fheauld Lid idoner have made them Our 
own;, than the ey 11] crow defpicable air 
nauteous US, ‘his js a fpeculation 
which has been attefted by innumerable 
Eacerlinehe ts, there being nothing more 
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frequent, than to fee men with impatient 
eagernefs, nay often with extreme’ ha- 
zards, purfue thofe acquefts, which when 
they: have them, they are immediately fick 
of. There is fearcé any man that may 
not give bimfelf inftances of this in his 
own particular; and yet fo fatally ftupid 
are we, that no defeats will difcipline us, 
cr-take us off from the falfe eftimates of 
cther men’s happinefs. And truly while 
we ftate our comparifons fo unequally, 
they are'as mifchiévous as the common 
proverb {tates them odious: But if we 
would begin at the right end, and look 
with as much compaflion on the ‘aa verfi- 

ties of our brethren, as we do with envy 
on their profperities, every man would 
find caufe to fit down contentedly with 
his cwn burden, and confefs that he bears 
but the proportionable fhare of his com- 
mon nature, unlefs perhaps it be where 
fome extraordinary demerits of his own 
have added to the weight ; and in that 
cafe he has more reafon to admire his af- 
fictions are fo few, than fo many. And 
certainly every nian knows fo many more 
ills by himfeli, than it is poflible for him 
to do by another, that he that really fees 
himfelf exceed others in his fufferings, 
will find caufe enough tq think he does 
in fins alfo. 
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16. But if we ftretch the comparifon 
beyond our cotemporaries, and look back 
to the generations of old, we ‘fhall have 
yet farther caufe to acknowledge God’s 
great mdulgence to us. Abraham though 
the friend of God, was not exempted from 
fevere trials; he was firft made to wander 
from ‘his country, and betake himfelf to 
a‘kind of vagrant life, was a long time 
fufpended from the bleflings of his defir- 
ed offspring, and when at laft his beloved 
Tfaac was. obtained, it caufed a domettic 
jer, which he was fain to compofe by the 
expulfion of Hhmael, though his fon alfo. 
But what a contelt may we think there | 
vas in his own bowels, when that rigor- 
ous tafk was impofed on him of facrificing 
his aac? and though his faith glorioufly 
triumphed over it, yet fure there could 
not be a greater preflure upon human na- 
ture. David the man after God’s own 
heart, is no lefs fignal for his afflictions: 
than for his piety, he was for a great 
while an exile from his country, and 
(which he moft bewailed) from the fanc- 
tuary, by the perfecutions of Sau/: and 
after he was fettled in that throne to 
which God’s immediate affignation had 
entitled him, what a fucceffion of calami- 
ties had he in his own family ? the incef- 
tuous rape of his deughter, the retaliae 
O 2 
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tion of that by the unnatural murder of 
mien, and that fecended by another.ne 
lets barbarous coni{piracy, of Abfalem: a= 
gainit himfelf, his expulfion from Feru/a- 
fem, the bafe revilings of Shimei, and fi- 
sally th :¢ lofs of that darling fon in the 
act of his fin. A clufter of afflictions, in 
comparifon whereof the molt of ours are 
but. ke the Riequangs (as the prophet 
fpeaks) after, the vintage is done. It were 
luideed arileh to inflance in all the feve- 
ral forefathers of our faith before Chrift’s 
incarnation, the apoftle gives usj)a brief, 
sut very comprehenfive compendium of 
their. fufferings, They had-trial of cruel 
auoceings and feourgings ; Yeas moreover, of 
bonds and imprifonments : they were ftonedy 
vere. fawn: afunder, were tempted, were 
fain with the fences ibey eaeudred orbit 
in [oeep-[kins, and aes Srins, being deftituie, 
afiicted, tormented : they wandered in des 
fertsy-and in mountains, and in dens, and in 
caves of. the carth, Heb. xi. 36, 37, 38. 
And if we lock on the primitive @hnilti-. 
ans, we fhall fee them perfeCtly the coun- 
terpart to them, their priyileges confilted 
not in any immunities from calamities ; 
for,their whole lives were icenes of fuffer- 
ings. St. Paul gives us an,account of his 
own, In, labours. more obundant, in Jer ipes 
aleve meafure, in prifons more frequent, ie 
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deatis oft: of the “fews five times received I 
forty iripes fave-one. Tbtice was I beaten 

with rods, once was 1 foned, thrice I fuffer- 
ed shipwreck, a night and a day have t been 
in ibe deep, in journeying often, &c. 2 Cor. 

cl. 23. And if: his oes hardfhips rofe 
thus high, what may we think. the 
whole .fum..of all, his fellowasurete 
amounted to together, with that noble 
army of martyrs who fealed their faith 
with their blood; of whofe fufferings ec- 
elefiaftic hiftory gives us fuch aftonifhing, 
relations. 


11.,And now being compafied about 
with fo great a cloud bf Witt Hele! the av 
poftle’s inference is very irrefragable, let 
us runwith patience the race which is fet be- 
fore us, eb. x. ry 2 But yet at is 
more fo, if we proceed.on to that confi- 
cGeration- he adjoins, Looking unto is the. 
guibor and fin sie of our faith, who for the 
joy that was [ct before nn endured the crofs, 
defpifing the fhame, verfe 3.- Indeed if we 
conteai plate him in'the whole courfe of 
his life, we. fhall find’ him rightly {tiled 
by the prophet a nian of ferrets, Hai. lili. 3. 
And as if he had charged himfelf with 
all our griefs as well as our fins, there i 
{carce any human calamity which we may 
not find exemplified in him. Does any 
complain of the lownefs and poverty of 
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his condition? alas! his whole life was a 
ftate of indigence. He was forced to be. 
an inmate with the beafts, he laid in a {tae 
ble.at his birth, and after himielf profel- 
fes that he had not where to lay his head, 
Luke ix. 58. Is any eppreft with infamy 
and reproach? he may fee his favior ac- 
culed as a glutton and a wing-bibber, Luke 
vil. 34. a bla/phemer, John x. 33. @ for- 
cerer, Mat. xii. 24. a perverter of the na- 
tion, Luke xxii. 2. Yea, to fuch afor-_ 
did lownefs had they funk his repute, that 
a feditious thief and murderer was thought 
the more eligible perfon, not this man but 
Barabbus, John xvii. 40. And finally 
all this feene of indignities clofed with thé 
fpiteful pageantry. of meckery acted by the 
foldiers Mat. xxvii. 28. and the yet niore 
barbarous infultings of priefts and fcribes, , 
verfe 41. Is any man defpifed or defert- 
ed by his friends? he was contemned by 
his countrymen, thought frantic by his 
friends, betrayed by one of his difciples,. 
abandoned by all, unlefs that one who 
followed him longett, to renounce him 
the more thamefully by a threefold abju- 
ration. Nay what is infinitely more than 
this, he feemed deferted by God alfo, as 
is witnefled by that doleful exclamation, 
My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken 
me? Mat. xxvil. 46. Is any diflatisfied 
with his hardfhips or ‘laborioufnels of his 
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life? let him remember his faviour’s was 
not a hfe of delicacy or eafe: He was ne- 
ver entered in thofe academies of luxury, 
where men are gorgeou/ly appareled and live 
delicately, Luke vil. 25. but he was brought 
up under the mean roof of a carpenter, 
and coniequently fubjected'to all the low- 
nefs of fuch an education. His initiation 
to his prophetic office was with the mira- 
culous feverity of a forty days fait, and 
in his difcharge of it, we find him in per- 
petual labours, going about doing good, Acts 
x, 38. and that not in triumph, like a 
prince beftowing ‘his gifts, . but in weari- 
fome travels; Hales riding but once, and 
that only upon a°borrowed beaft, and te 
fulfil a prophecy, Mat. xxi. 4..5. Does 
any man groan under fharp and acute 
pains? let him confider what his redeem. 
er endured, how in his infancy, at his ¢ir- 
cumceifion A offered the firft fruits, as an 
arne(t of that Bloody vintage when bé 
eae the wine prejs alone, Uai, xii. 3. Let 
him attend him throtish all the flages of 
direful pafhion, and behold his arms pinl- 
oned with rough cords, his head fmote 
with a reed, and torn with his crown of 
thorns,’ his back ploughed with thofe:/ong 
furroiws, (Pfal. cxx, 3.) the. feourges: had 
made; his macerated feeble body “oppref- 
fed with the weight of ‘his crofs, and at 
laft racked ‘and extended onit ; ~ his hands 








and feet, thofe;nervous and confequently 
oft fenfitele parts. tranfsfixed with rails, 
a whole body faflened to thataacurfed 
tree, and expofed naked to the air ima 
cold feafon ; his throat parched with thirit 
and yet more, aflli€ted with that vinegar 
and gall wherewith they pretended to.re- 
lieve ‘him ; and finally his life expiring.a- 
midit.the, full fenfe of thefe accurate tor- 
‘ments. > Laftly, does any man labour.un- 
der the bittereft of all forrows, importn- 
nate temptations.to, or.a wounded {pirit 
for. fin ?even:here: alfo he may-find that 
he-has an-high prig i who -hatb-been touched 
noikh the fenfe of his infirmities , Heb. iva £5, 
‘He owas violently aflaulted with. a fucce th 
on of temptations, Matviv.and we cannot 
doubt but Satamwould on him etmploy the 
utmoft.of hit {kill Nor was he: lefs-op- 
prefled with the burden of his fin, (ours 
I mean),though not his own. . What m ay 
ave; thinkewere his apprehenfions in the 
garden, ‘when: .he fo. earneitly, de eprecated 
that which was his whole errand into ¢ 
“world? What'a dreadful preflure was chat, 
avrung from him that bloody fweat, Sad 
cali him into that inexplicable ‘agany,) the 
horrow whereof was beyond the compre; 
henfion.of any, bat his who feitit?’ and. fi. 
nally how amazing was the tenfe. of. divine 
‘wrath, which: extorted that ftupendous 
complaint, that. {trong cry on the crotsy 
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Heb. v.7. the fharp accent | whereof, ifit 
ms aright found ‘on our hearts,.muft cer- 

tainly quite overwelim our loudeft groans? 
aid now certainly I may fay with Pilate, 
Ecce homo, behold the «man, or rather 
with amore divine author, Behold If ever 
there We afervows i ike unto gaa four ow, Lam. 
1)+-4i2, 


12, And fure it were but a reafona 
imference, that which we find made by 
Chrift himfelf, if thefe things be done in a 
green tree, eehae Joall be done in the ary? 
‘Luke xxiii. 31. If an imputative guilt 
could nourth fo fcorching a fame, pull 
down fo fevere a wrath, what can we ex- 
pect who are merely wake up of combut- 
tible matter; whofe proper perfonal. fins 
cry for vengeance ? Sure were we to judge 
by human meafures, we fhould reckon to 
have more than a double portion of our 
Saviour’s fufferings entailed upon us : yet 
fuch is the eflicacy of his, that they have 
commuted for ours, and have left us only 
fuch a fhare, as may evidence our relation 
_to our crucified Lord; fuch as may ferve 
only for badges and copnizances to whom 
we pertain. For alas! let the moft af- 
flicted of us weigh our forrows with his, 
how, abfurdly unequal will the comparifon 
appear ? And therefore as the beft expe- 
dient to bafile our mutinies, to fhame us 
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eut of our repinings, let us often draw 
this: uneven parallel, confront our. petty, 
uneafinefs with his unfpeakable _ tor-. 
ments; and fure it is impoffible but our 


admiration and gratitude muit fupplant 
our impatience. 
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3. This is indeed the method to which 
the Apoftle directs us, Confider. him that 
endured [uch contradiction of finners again/t 
bimfelf, left ye be weary and faint in your 
minds, ye have not yet refified unto blood, 
Heb. xii. 3. Was he contradicted, and 
fhall-we expeét to be humoured and | com- 

plied with? Did he refit to blood, and 
thall we think thofe:preffures, intolerable, 
with force only afew tears from us? This 
is fuch an-unmanly nicenefs, as utterly 
makes us unfit to follow the. captain of our 
falvation.. ‘What a foldier is he like to 
make, that will take no fhare of the ha- 
zards and hardthips of his general? Ho- 
neft Uriah would not take the lawful fo- 
laces of his own houfe, upon the confide- 
ration that-his lord ‘Joab though. but his 
fellow fubject) lay encamped in the open 
fields, 2 Sam.-xi. 11. yea though he was. 
fent by him: from the camp. And fhall 
we balely forfake ours in purfuit of our 
eafe ?. He is of a dangerous ipirit, whom 
the example of his fuperior will not ani- 
mate.  Pluiarch tells us, that Cato march. 








ees 





( 169 +) 


ing thro” the | defarts,,, was-fo ditreft for 
water, that a fmall: quantity was brougl ht 
to him in a helmet as a great prize, wiich 
he refufing becaufethe could not help his 
foldiers to the like, they were fo tranf- 
ported with that generofity, that.it extin- 
pele the fenfe of their thirtt; cand they 

ere afhamed to complain of what their 
ister voluntarily endured for their fakes. 
And furely we extremely difcredit our in- 
flirution, if we cannot equal their ingenu- 
ity ; and follow ours with as great alacri- 
ty through all the difhcultics he has traced 
before us, and for us. 


14. Nor let us think to excufe ourfelves 
upon the impotency of our flefh, which 
wants the afhitance which his divinity gave 
him: For that plea is fuperfeded by: the 
fore-mentioned examples of the -faints, 
men of like paffions with us, who not-only 
Nat uontly : bu it jo »yfully ae red all. trzba- 
lati tons; by which it appears: itus notim- 
po atte to our nature, “yith thofe-aids of 
grace which are common to us. with them: 
for certainly the difference Pe tween ther 


and us, is. not fo much ithe deeress of 
the aids, as in;the diligence Bp mploying 
them. Let us therefore, ; as the apoftls 
advifes, hit up wpe bands wich bany isi, 
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a noble emulation follow thofe here: 
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terns they have fetus. And fince we fee 
that even thofe favourites of heaven, have 
{marted fo feverely, let us never draut of 
an immunity ; bur when ever ‘we’ find 
ourfelves. inclining to any. fuch flatterin 
hope, let every one > of us upbraid ‘ourfelves 
in thofe terms the Jews didour ec 
Art thou greater than Abraham, and’ the 
oe whom makeft thou thyfelf? John 
Hil. 53. Nay we may. defeend Jower and 
Me in not only all the inferior faints of 
former times, but all thofe our contem- 
poraries in fufferings, which‘ are the moft 
vithin our view, and may. afk the apoitles 
queftion, What then? are we better than 
they? Rom. i. 9. <I we think we.-'ate, 
it is certain. we are fo much worte by that 
{nfolence ; and if we confels we are not, 
upon what: fcore can ‘we pretend to be 
better treated? To: conclude, let.us not 
pore only upon our peculiar evils, but at- 
tentively look about us,‘and confider what 
others endure: and fince in trolics we 
can fport ourfelves with many uneafinetl. 
es for company fake, let us not be more 
pufillanimoys in our foberer amoods, but 
every. man. cheerfully take his turn in 
bearin no the commen burden of mortality, 
ull we put off both it and its appendages 
together, when thia mortal fhail put on 
amamortality, 1 Cer. Xv. 54. 
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Compare your troubles with the Saints, 
In ages long before, 
All murmuring will fly away, 
, Vou ll the good God adore. 


Compare your troubles with your Lord, 
And Saints of old renown'd, 
Your murmurings will then fon ceafe ; 
Till youwith them are crown’ a. 


Srecr. X. 


Of particular Aids for the gaining of Content 


ment. 


x 
W E have now pafled through all thofe 
conmfiderations we at firft propofed, © and 
may truft the confidering reader to make 
his own collections: yet. becaufe impati- 
ence is the vice that has been allthis while 
arraigned, Iam to forefee if poflible, that 
thofe who have the greateft degree of that, 
imay be the leaft willing to attend thewhele 
procefs ; and therefore I think it may not 
be amifs, for their eafe to fuit and reduce 
all into fome fhort directions and rules for 
the acquiring. contentment, 
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2.\ The firft and: moft fundamental is, 
the mortifying our pride, which as it is the 
feminary of moft fins, fo efpecially this 
of repining.... Men. that are highly opi- 
nioned of themfelyes are commonly unfa- 
tisiable: For how well foever they are 
treated, they fill think it fhort.of their 
merits. ‘Princes have often experimented 
this in thofe who have done them fignal 
fervices; but Ged finds it in thofe -who 
have d 
{hall difpenfe to us accerding to thofe 

lmates we put upon ourfelves, 

t 


t 
firfhtake trucr nfeafures of himfelt, and 
confider that as he was nothing till God 
ave him a being, fo all that he can. pro- 
iuee irom that being,- is God’s by origt- 
nal right, and therefore can ‘pretend ‘to 
thine of reward; fo that whatevér*hé 
receives; is fll upon “the “aecount. of ‘a 
new boanty'; and to contplain that he has 
no more, is like the murmurs’ of an un- 
thankful debtor, who would filll increafe 
thofe feores which he knows he can never 


pay. 

3. In the fecond place, let every man 
confider ‘how many ‘bléfings (notwith- 
fending his having no claim to any) he 
daily enjoys ; and whether thofe he fo im- 
patiently raves after, be not much inferior 
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to them. Nay let him afk his'own heart 


whether he would quit all thofe he has,. 


for them he. wants ; and if he would not 
thofe wits being part of the parter) let 
him then judge how unreafonable his re- 
pinings: are, when himfelf conéefles. he 
has the better part of worldly happinefs, 
and never any man+living had all. . 


4. In the third place therefore let him. 


feeure his duty of thankfulnefs for thofe 
good things he hathyand that will infenfi- 
bly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reft, it being impoflible. to. be at once 
thankful and. murmuring. To -this 
purpofe it were very well, if he would 
keep a folemn catalogue of all the boun- 
ties, protections, and deliverances. he has: 
received .from. God’s hand,. and. every 
night examine what acceflions that day 
has brought to the fum: And he that did 
this, would undoubtedly find fo. many. in- 
citations to gratitude, that all thofe to dif 
content would. be. ftifled.in, the crdud. 
And fince acknowledgement. of. God’s 
mercies 18 all the tribute he exats for 
them, we amu{t certainly look on. that ag 
an indifpenfable duty : And thereforeshe 
that finds that God fhortens his hand,, 
tops the ¢fflux of his bounty, towards. 
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(as I fuppofe no mam in his wits wouid,, 
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him, thould refle& on himfelf whether he 
be not behind in‘that homage by which 
he holds, and have not by his “unthankful: 
nels turned away good things from him, M{ai.. 
lix. 1.° Andif he find it fo (as who alas 
is there that may not!) he cannot fure for 
thame.complain, but mutt in prudence re- 
inforce his gratitude for what is left, as 
the beft means to recover what he has 


loft. 


5. But his: murmurs will yet-be more 
amazinely filenced, if inthe fourth place 
he compares the good things he enjoys 
with the ill he has done. Certainly this: 
is-a moft infallible cure for our impatien- 
cies, the holieft man living being able to. 
seculs himfelf of fuch fins, as would ac- 
cording to all human meafures of equity: 

forfeit all bleflings, and pull down a great- 
er weight of judgment than the moft mi- 
ferable groan under. ‘Fherefore as be- 
tore T-advifed to keep-a catalogue’ of be-. 
nefits received, fo here it -would be of ufe 
toidraw up one of fins committed. And 
doubtlefs: he that confronts: the one witly 
the argc cannot but be aftonifhed to 
find thera both fo numerous, equally 
wondering at God’s mercy in continuing 
his blefings s, in-defpite of all his provoca- 
tions; ant at his own bafenefs in: centinu- 
ing his provocations in defpite of all thofe 
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bleflings. Indeed it is nothing but our 
affected ignorance’ of our own demerits, 
that makes it poflible for us to repine un- 
der the feverelt. of God’s soar (ss 
Would we but ranfack our hearts, and 
fee all the abominations that he there, nay 
would the motft of us but recolle@ thofe 
barefaced crimes which é€ven the world 
can witnefs azaimft- us, we fhould find 
more than enough to balance the heavieft 
of our preflures. Wh eF therefore by our 
impatienc ftrug¢lings we fret and gall our- 
felves under-our burdens, let us interro- 
eate-our fouls in the words of the pro- 
phet; Why doth a living’ man complain, a 
man for the punifioment of bis fin? Get us 
not {pend our breath: in» murmurs and 
i 


outcries, which wi a meen ferve to provoke 
more al es? But fetus fearch and try-our 


ways, aad turn again tothe Ait cel Lam. iil. 
39: ith «ell peel feck out that accurfed' 
thi ing which has caufed-our difcomfture, 
and by the removal ef that, prepare the: 


+e 


way for the-aecefs: of merey.. Burt alas 
T?y Y on =} ~ ite = £ za ”~ «3 d x] £ . 
how Rese ercus’a method do we take in 
our -aihictions |. We accule every thing 
but what we ought, furioufly fy at all-the 
fecond caufes of our cala amity, nay too: 
often at the firft, by impious difputes of 


eats and in the mean time, as 
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tect in our bofoms the real author. of our 
miferies. The true way then to allay the 

fenfe of our fufferings, is to fharpen that 

of our fins. The prodigal thought. the 
meaneit condition in his father’s. family a 
preferment, Make me. one.of thy hited: fer- 
vants, Luke xv. 19. And if we have his, 
penitence, we fhall have his fubmudlion al- 
fo, and calmly. attend God’s difpofals of 
Us. 



























6. As every mam in his afflictions 4 is ta: 
look inward on his own heart, fo alfo up. 
ward and confider by. whole. providence 
all events. are ordered. Is there any evil 
(.¢, of punihment) ia the city, and the 
Lord hath not. done it? Ames iii. 6. and 
what are we worms that we fhould dilpute 
with him? Shall a man contend with. his 
maker’ Let. the potfherd , firive with, the. 
poijwerds of the sarth, Ma, xly. 9. And as 
his power ig. not ta be controlled, fo nel- 
ther is hfs ilice to'be impeached: Shall 
nat the jndze of all ine earth doright ? Gen, 
NMVJibe 2 S- And where we can neither Te- 
fift nor appeal, what have we to do but 
humbly to fubmit ? Nor are we only com- 
pelled to it by neceflity, but induced and 
invited by interelt, fines his _diipeniations 
are directed not barely to ailert his domi- 
nion, but.to evidence his paternal care over 
us. He difcerns our nee ds, and. accord: 
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ingly applies tous. “The benignity of his 
nature perini its hit not to. take delight in 
our diftreties, he doth not afi willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men, Lam. iii. 33. and 


tnerefore whenever, he adminifters to us a 
vitter cup, we may be fure the inzredi: 


ents are eenediciek and fuch as our -infirs 
mities require. He dares not truft ae in- 
temperate appetites with unmixed profpe- 
rities; che. peroeha whereof, ale it 
inay pleate our palates, yet di ke St. Fobn’s 
book, 8 g. that honey 1 the mouth 
we gallin ihe bowels, ingender the 
nrolt fvtal difeates, év us mevefone in 
our caldaraties not canfalt witp Jicfe and 
bid; Gale iord, (whi ch the more it is.be- 

moaned, the more it complain “fs but look 
to the hand that ftrikes ; and “aflure ‘ours 
felves, thatthe flripes are not more fevere, 

than he fees neceflary to our good’: And 
finee they a ate’ £5; they ought in reafon to 
be our chotceas welbas his; and not only 
religion, but felf-love will prompt~ us:'to 
fay, with old EY), It is the Lord, let’ him do 
wi te oe by him good. 'y Samii. 18. But 
alas! we do not underftand what is our in- 
tereft ; becaufe we do not rightly under- 
{tard what we are ourfelves. “We confi. 
der ourfelves.merely in our animal being, 
our bodies and thofe fenfitive faculties vef- 
ted’in them, and when we are invaded 
there, we think we are undone,’ though 
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that breach be enly to relieve that diviner 
part within us, befieged and opprefled 

ith the flefh about it,(for fo God knows 
it too. often is) or if we do not confider it 
in that notion of an.enemy, yet at the ut- 
moit eflimate, the bedy 1s to the foul but 
as the garment to the body, a dce.nt cafe 
to cover : Now what man (not ftark fran- 
tic) would rather have his clothes cut than 
his flefh 2 and then..by the rate of propor- 
tion, we may. well queftion our own fobri- 
ety, when we repine that our fouls are fe- 
cured at the coft of our bodies, and that 
is certainly the worft, the unkindeit des 
fon ; vee our impatient refiftances ferve 
ouly to, fruftrate the kind, and medicinal 
part of affliction, but will.not at all refcue 
us from the fevere.. Our murmurings 
may ruin-our fouls, but will never avert 
any of our outward calamaties. 

7. Afeventh help to contentment is to 
have a right eftimate of the world, and the 
common ftate of humanity: To confider 
the world but as a flage and ourielves but 
as actors, and to refolve that itis very lit. 
tle material, what part we play fo we do it 
well. A comedian may get as much ap- 
plaufe by. acting the flave as the conquer- 
er, and he that aGs the oneto day, may 
to-morrow reverfe the part, and perfonate 
the other. So great are the viciffitudes of 
the world, that there is no, building any, 
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firm hopes upon it. All the cer rtaint ty we 
have of if, is, that m>- every condition it 
has its uneafinels; fo that when we court 
a-chanee, we rather feck to vary than end 
our milerics. And certainly he that has 
well imprefled upon his mind’ the vanity 
and vexation of the world, cannot be 
much furprifed at any thing that befalls 
him in it. We expeé&t no more of any 
thing but to’ do its kind, and we may as 
well be angry tkat wecannot bring the lr 
ons toour cribs, or fix the wind toa cer- 
tein poimt, as that we cannot fecure our- 
felves from dangers and difappointments, 
m this rough and mutable world. Weare 
therefore to lay it as an infallible maxim, 
that in this vale of tears every man mutt 
meet with forrows and difafters: And then 
fure we may take our peculiar with even- 
neis of temper, as being but the natural 
confequent of our being men. And tho’ 
potiibly we may every one hink himfelf to 
have a double portion, yet that is u‘ually 
from the deceitful comparifon we make of 
ourlelves with others. We take the mag- 
nifying glafles of difcontent and envy, 
when we view our own miferies and others 
felicities, but look en our enjoyments aud 
their fufferings through the contrading 
eptics of ingratitude and incomparifon : 
A co whilft we do thus, itis impofhible but 

e muit foment our own diflatifactions. 
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Ve that will compare to good. purpofe, 
mult do it honeftly and fincer ely, and view 
his neighbors calamaties with the fame at- 
tention he does his own, and his own 
comforts with the fame he does his neigh- 
bors ; and then many of the great feem- 
ing inequalities would come pretty near a 
level. 
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8.. But even where they.de not, it in 
the eighth place deferves however to be 
confidered how illnatured a thing it is, for 
any man to think himfclf more miferable 
becanie another is happy; and yet this is 
the very thine, by which alone many men 
have made themfelves wreiched: For ma- 
ny have created wants, merely from the 
envious contemplation, of other men’s a- 
bundance. And indeed there is nothing 
more dilingenuous, or (to go higher) more 
diabolical. Lucifer was happy enoueh in 
his original Rate, yet could not think bim- 
felf fo, becaufe he was not like the moje high, 
Tfa. xiv. 14. And when. by). that infolent 

ambition he had forfeited blifs; at has ever 


heen been an aggravation, of hie torment, 
that- mankind ts aft :med toa capacity of 
it; and accerdinely he makes, it the de- 


, 
fion of his envious i induftry to defeat him. 
Now how perieCtly are the two firkt parts 
of this copy. tr: anferibed, by thofe who 


irft -canno:r be fetished with any infer! 1Or 














degree of profperity, and then whet their 
impatience with other mens enjoyments of 
what they cannot attain ? And it is much 
to be doubted, that they who go thus far 
may complete their parallel, and endea- 
vor when they have opportunity to un- 
dermine that happinefs they envy. “Ther 
fore fince Satan is fo apt to imprefs his 
whole image, where he has drawn any li- 
heament, it Concerns us warily to ‘guard 
éurfelves; “and by a -chriftian fympathy 
with: our brethren, rejsite with them that 
do rejoice; Rom. xil. 15. make the com« 
forts of others an allay, not an improve- 
ment of our own milerics. Charity has a 
{trange magnetic power, and attracts the 
concerns of our brethren te us, and he 
that has that in his breaft can never want 
refrefhment, whilff any’about him are hap- 
py; for by adopting their intereft, he 
fhares in their joys. F dshe: though: an as 
dien, rejoiced for all the good God had done te 
Vrael, Exod. xvi. g. and why fhould not 
we have as fenfible a concurrence with our 
fellow chriftians? And he that has fo, will 
full find fomething to balance his awn fuf- 
ferings. 


g. Let him that dite to contentment 
fet bounds to his defire. “It is our com- 
mon fault in this beet we ulually bet 
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at the wrOne end, we enlarge our deires as 
hell, and cannot be fatisfied, Hab. ii. ¢. and 
then think God ules us ill, if he do hot fill 
our infatiable appetites; "Whereas if we 
would confine our expectations to thofe 
things which we need, or he has promif- 
ed, there are few of us who ‘would not 
find them abundantly anfwered. Alas ! 
how few things are there which our na- 
ture (if not {timulated by fancy and lux- 
ury) requires ? And how rare is it to find 
them who want thofe? Nay who have 
not many additionals for delight and plea- 
furer And yet God’s promile under ‘the 
gofpel extends only to thofe necefiaries ; 
for when Chrift affures his difciples that 
thefe things [hall be added unto them, Mat. 
Vi3 3. the content apparently reftrains 
thefe things to meet and drink and cloth- 
ing. ‘Therefore take no thought for the life 
what you fall eat, or what you drink, nor yet 

for the body what you foal put OR, verfe AY 
now what pretence have we f9 claim more 
than our charter makes us? God hever 
articled with the am fieaits to ane him 
honors, or with the ‘covetous to ‘fill his 
bags, or with the voluptuous: to feed his 
luxuries. Let us therefore, li we is 
to be fatisfied, modeftly confine our de- 
fires within the limits he has fet us > Anc 

then every accéfion which he fuperadds 
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will appear (what it 1s) a mercy* and 

















bounty... -But. whilft our appetites are 
boundlefs, and rather ftretched ep fill- 
ed with our. acquefts, what poflibility 1s 
there of their fatisfaction? And when we 
importune Ped for it, we do but aflign 
him fuch a tafk the poets made a repre- 
fentation ste seit hell, the filling a fleve 
with water, or the rolling a ftone up a 
precipice. 


10, A great expedient for contentment, 
is to confine our thoughts to the prefent, 
and. not to 0 let them looje to future 1 vents. 
Would we but do this, we might fhake off 


a great part of our burden: For we of- 
LAa 1 


ten héap fantaitic loads upon ourfelves by 
anxious prefages f things which perhaps 


will never happ pen, and yet fink more un- 
der them, than under the real weight thar 
tua and this is certainly 
one of the greateit follies imaginab oS Sy 
Pian 


come or it willnot ; if 


ip will, itis furejno fuch defirable gueit 
that we fhould go out to meet it, we “thal 
feel.it time enough when it fal iis on us, 


we not fe aecee to anticipate our fenfe of 


: but if it will not, what extreme mad- 
nefs isit for a man to torment himfelt 
with that which will never be, to create 
engines of ortures, and {by fuch eeriel af- 
flictions, make as If as miferable as the 
mioft real ones ld do? and truly this 
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is all that we ufually get by our forefights. 
Provifion is one of God’s attributes, and 
he mocks all our pretences to it, by a fre- 
quent defeating of all our fore- cake: He 
does it often in our hopes : : fome little 
crofs circumftance many times demolifhes 
thofe goodly machines we raife to ourfelves 
and he does it no lefs in our fears : Phofe 
a we folemnly expected often baulk us, 
and others from an iets coaft fud- 
denly invade us. And fince we are fo 
bind, fo fhart-fighted, let us never take 
upon us to be fcouts, to difeover danger 
at a diftance (for it is manifold odds we 
{hall only bring home falfe pee but let 
us reft ourfelves upon that moft admir n 
maxim of our bletled Lord, Sufficient uni 
ibe day is the evil thereof, Mat. vi. 34. a 
ply ourfelves with Chriftian courage to 
bear the prefent, and leave God eicher to 
augment or diminifh, as he fees fit, for 
the future. Orif he will needs be look- 
ing forward, let it be in obedience not in 
contradiction to our duty; let us ‘enter- 
tain ourfeives with thofe futurities which 
we are fure are not chimeras, death and 
judgment, heaven and hell. “The nearer 
we draw thefe things to our view, the 
more infenfible will “all intermediate ob- 
jets be; they will deceive our fenfe of 
refent, and much more foreftall the ap- 
rehenfion of future evils: For) it 1s cur 
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neglect of things eternal, that leaves us 
thus at leifure for the tranfitory. 


41. In the laft place, let us in all our 
diftreiles fuperfede our anxieties and foll- 
citudes by that moft effectual remedy the 
apoitle preleribes, [s any man affiscted let him 
pray, Jam.v.13. And this fure is a moft 
rational prefcription:, For alas! what elfe 
can. we do. towards the redrefs of our 
gricfs, We aes are fo impotent, that we 
have-not power over the mott dhe {picable 
excrefcence of our own. body, cannot 
make ong hair white or black, Matth. v. 2 
what can wedo towards the new mould- 
Ing our condition, or madey ing things 
without us? Our folicitud ; ferve onl 

bind our burdens faiter upon. ns,. but this 
expedient of prayer will de relieve 
us, Call upon me, fays G od, tn the tinrz of 
trouble, ae [will hear thee, and thou [bait 
praife me, Plal. 1. 15. Whenever. there- 
fore we are finkine in the floods of afflic- 
tion, let us thus fupport ourlelves by re- 
prefenting our wants unto our gracious 
Lord, cry unto him as St. Peter did, Lord 
fave me, Matt. xiv. 30. and he will take 
us by the hand, and be the winds never 
- {fo Woilterous or contrary, preferve us from 
finking: The wave s and billows of this 
srouhlefouie world will | ferve but. to. tof 
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us clofer into his arms, who can with « 
word appeaie the rougheft tempeft, or ref- 
cue us from it. Oh let us not then be: 
fo unkind to curfelves, as to neprett this 
infallible means of our: deliverance! but 
with the pahal take our refuge under 
the Shadow of the divine wings till’ the cala~ 
mity be over paft, Pial. lvii. 1. And as this 
is a fure expedient in all our real important 
afflictions, fo is it a good teft by which to 
try what are fo. We are often peevith and 
difquieted at trifles, nay we take up the 
quarrels of our lufts and vice, end are 
difcontented when. they want their wifhed. 
fupplies. Now in either of thefe cafes, 
no man that at all confiders who he prays 
to, will dare to infert thefe in his prayers, 

it bei ing a contempt of God to invoke him 
in things fo. flight as the one, or impious 
asthe other. It wi ill therefore be good 
for every man when he goes to addrefs 
for relief, to confider what of his preflures 
they are that are worthy of that folemn 
Peyronie and when he has fingled 
thofe out, let hint reflect, and he will find 
he has-in that prejudged all his other 
difcontents as frivolous or wicked. And 
then fure he cannot think fit to harbour 

nt ae 

them, but muft for fhame difmifs them, 
fince they are fuch as he dare not avow 
to him from whom alone he can expec 
relief. God abways.pities our real mue- 





ries, but our Imaginary ones dare not de- 
mand it. Let us not then create fuch 
difeafes to ourfelves, as we cannot declare 
to our phyficien : and when thofe are ex- 
cluded, for all the reft St. Paul’s receipt 
is an univerfal medicine, be careful for 
nothing, but in every thing by prayers and 
‘fupplications, with Haas let your re 

quefts be made known te Ged, Phih 4. 6. 


If you would banifh felf-conceit, 
And grudgings eee whatever kind, 

Then God would in his mercy great, 
Blefs you with a contenied mind, 


But iy that you repine and grudge 
At what niforsirba came Your Wey, 

Ther God whois our rig bteo us judes 
Will add ay Uctions CVEry ¢ lay. 











Ay ND now amidft fuch a variety of re- 
ceipts, it will be hard to inflance, any one 
fort of .calamity which can .efcape their 
efhcacy, if they be but duly apphed. But 
mdeed we have generally a compendious 
way of fruftrating alt Leann by neve 
making ufe of them: Like fantaltic pa- 
tients we are well oe content to:have 
our. difeate difcourted, and medicines pre- 
ribed, an when the phyfic comes, have 
fill fome | pretence or other:to protet? the 
taking it ha I thall befeech the reader 
to confider, that counfels are not charms, 
to work without any co-operation of the 
concerned perfon : They inuft be advert- 
oa ee they: muft. be pondered and confi- 
dered, and finally the’ jy soba: De Prats e 



















is to. give us afew ies irs: di ee fe 
the reading. But they do us a. mifchief 
that infi ne tely outweighs it, for they im- 
ae our guilts _by the ineflective tender 
they Oe of refcuing us from. them, and 
eave us accountable not only for the o- 
inal crimes, but for our obitinate ad- 


hefion to them in {vite of admonition, 
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2. I fay this becaufe it is a little too no- 
torious, chat many take up books only as 
they do cards or dice, as an inftrument of 
diverfion. It is a good entertainment of 
their curiofity to fee what can be faid upon 
any fubject, and be it-well or ill-handled, 
they can pleafe themfelves cqually with 
the ingenuity or rediculouinefs of the com- 


Penns ae ha he 3 bheoxe dane: th 
pofure, and when they-have done this, 
1 ry 


they have done all they defigned. This 
indeed may be telerable in romances and 
play-books, but ture it ul benefits divinity 
And ‘yet I fear’1t. ofteneft happens: ther 
for in the former fome do projec for 
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lithing of their ftile, the injpiriting of the: 


fancies; rnd fome men would fearce be ye 
able to drive their pedling trade of wit, 
did they not thus {weep the ftage: but a- 
Jas! how many books of piety are read, ‘of 
which one cannot difcern the leaft tin€ture 
in men’s oapate as, which fure does 
in a great meal fuire proceed from the want 
ofa determin rate defign in their reading 
men’s practice being not apt to be lefs ro- 
vers than their fpecul ation. He that takes 

a practical fubject in hand, muft do° it 
with a defign to conform his pre cade to 

what he fhall there be convinced to be his 
ae and he that comes not with this 
probity of mind, is not like to be much 
benefited by his reading. 
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* But one would think this fhould be 
an unneceflary. caution at this;time, for 
{ince the intent of this tract, is only to 
thew men the way to contentment,  it-Is 
to be fuppofed the readers will be as much 
in carneft as the writer can be, it being 
every man’s proper and moit ey ean 


intereft, the an aftatine hin he nig eheft 
and molt fupreme felicity Bets his wor ld 
can admit: yet forall t ~ fair Robatit. 
ty, [ doubt many will in this inftance 


have the fame sagen ce » they have. in 


4. Itis true indeed'that a querelous se- 
ate F arc! oy ae a oie £ £ BVT 
ung humour, is one of the moft perni- 
Bos n 
4 


mankind; but yet as deformed people 

are oit the moft in love with themfelves, 

his crooked piece of our temper is of 

all others the moft indulgent to itfelf, Me. 
ti 


a eae { po 
lancholy, is the m at ftubborn and untrac- 
" 1 in ~ & sy 1 i hb VFIYXIOVWWREA o &) 
table of all humours; and difcontent be- 

nia A ; 
ing the oftspring of that, partakes of that 


inflexibil yo , and: accordin ig) iy we fee how 
impr Jah able it often is, againi{t all aflaults 
of reafon and religion too. Jonah ina 
ful len mood would jut itty his CUED HIERE 
even to God himfelf, and in pire of that 
calm FepyOor, Doft thou well to be angry ? 
declares, he did well to be angry evento the 
death, fonah j WV. Ov And do we not fre~ 
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quently fee men upon an impatience of 
fome difappointment, grow angry even at 


their comforts? Their fri ends, their faph 
dren, their meat, their drink, every t ng 


grows naufeous to them, re m sais ant iC 
difeontent, they often fling away thofe 
things: which they moit Cae e. Befi a 
this peevifh impatience is of fo eerial a diet, 
that it is fearee poffible to flarve ie ie 
will nourihh itfelf phantafins and chimeras, 
Hueiey a thoufand furmifes and imaginary 
diftrefies to abet its pretences: and though 
every one of us can remonftrate to ano- 
ther, the unreafonablenefs of this difcon- 
tent; yet fcarce any one of us will draw 
the argument home, or fuffer ourfelves to 
be ebavinted by what we urge as irrefra- 
gable to es, Nay, farther, ‘this hu- 
nour is impatient of any div erfion, loves 
to coverfe ouhy with itfelf. In:bod dily: 
pains, men vHiat defpair of cure are yet 
glad of allays and mitigations, and ftrive 
by all arts, to divert an id deceive the fen fe : 
of their ancu Le but in this difeafeof 
the mind, men cherifh and improve their - 
torment, ot and chew the bitte er pill in 
their mouths, that they -may ‘be fur: 
have its nignat flavor; >and by deve 


ali their thoughts to the fubiect of ‘their 
ericf} Keep up an‘uminterrupted fenfe of it: 
23 11 he \ had th fame tyranny: for them- 
{elves which ¢ Qatlicula hi i for othe Is and 
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loved to feel themfelves die. Indeed, 
there is not a more abfurd contradidtion 
in the world, than to hear men cry out, of 
the weight, the intolerablenefs of their 
burden, and yet grafp it as faft as if their 
lite were bound up in it; will not depo- 
fitit, no not for the fmalleft breathing 
time. A ftrange fafeination fure, and 

fo frequent, that it ought to be the fun- 
damental care of him that would cure 
mei ans difcontents, to bring them to 
a herty willingnefs of being cured. 


g. {t may be, this will look like para- 
dox, and every man will be apt to fay he 
withes nothing more in earnelft, than to be 
cured of his prefent difcontent. He that 
is poor would be cured by wealth, he that 
is low and obfcure by honour and great- 
nefg: But fo an hydropic perfon may fay 
ie defires to have his thirft cured by a per- 
petual fapply of drink: yet all fober peo- 
ple keer, that this is the way only to en- 
creafe it; but let the whole habit of the 
body be rectified, and then the thirft will 
ceafe ofitfelf. And certainly it is the ve- 
ry fame in the prefent cafe: No outward 
acceflions will ever fatisfy our cravings, 
our appetites muft be tamed and reduced, 

nd then they. will never be able to arife 
tumults, or put us into mutiny or difcon- 
tent; and he (and none but he) that fub. 








fhits to this method, can truly be faid t@ 
defire a cure. 


6. But he that thus attefts the reality 
of his defires, and feeks contentment in 
its proper fphere, may furely arrive to 
fome ‘confiderable degrees of it. We find 
in all ages men that only by the diré@ion 
of natural light have calmed their difgui- 
ets, and. reafoned themfelves into con- 
tentinent, even under great and fenfible 
preffures5 men who amidft the acuteft 
torments have ftill preferved a fertenity. of 
mind, atid have fruftrated contemprs and 
reproaches by difregarding them: and 
fure we give a very ill account of our 
Chriftianity, if we cannot do as much 
with it, as they did without it. 


~, 1 do not here prapofe fuch 2 ftoidal 
infenfibility as makes no diltinGion of e- 
vents, which, though it has been vainly 
pretended to by many, yet fure was never 
attained by any upon the ftrength of dif- 
courfe. Some natural dullnefs or éafual 
ftupifaGtion muft concur. to that, and per- 
haps by deing fo, has had the luck to be 
canonized for virtue. I mean only fuch 
a fuperiority of mind as raifes us above 
our fufferings though it exempts us not 
from the fenfe of them. We cannot purs 
R 












‘pofe-to ourfelves a higher pattern in any 
‘virtue than our bleffed Lord: Yet we fee 
‘he not only felt that load under which he 
lay, but had the moft pungent and quick 
fenfe of it, fuch as prompted thofe earneft 
deprecations, Father, if it be poffible let this 
cup pafs : Yet all thofe difplacencies of his 
fleth were furmounted by the refignation 
of his fpirit, neverthelefs. not what I will but 
what thou wilt, Luke xii. 42. . And cer- 
tainly he that in imitation of this pattern 
does in fpite of all the reluétancies of his 
fenfe, thus entirely fubmit his will how- 
ever he may ‘be fad, yet he is not impa- 
tient ; nor is he like to'be fad long, for 
to him that is thus refigned, /ight will /pring 
up, Pfal. xcvil. 11. fome good angel will 
be jent like that to our/Saviour to, relieve 
his difcorifolation. God will fend either 
fome outward allays, or give fuch interior 
comforts and fupports) as fhall' counter: 
poife thofe aflictions he taken not-off, 


8. Indeed the grand dition of Ged -in 
correcting.us, ‘is (the fame with that.of a 
prudent parent towards his child) to‘break 
our wills. ~That fubborn faculty will 
fcarce bend with eafy touches, and there. 
fore does require fome force: And when 
by that rougher | handling, he has brought 
jt to a pliantnets, the work 5 is done. It is 
¢herefore our inceréftto co-eperate with 
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this defign,’to aflift as much as we are 
able towards the fubjug ating this unruly 
part of ourfelves. This 1s that Sheba, 2 
Sam. xx. 22. the furrendering of whom 
is God’s expeCtation in all the clofe fieges 
he lays to us. Let us-then be fo wile; as 
by an early refigning it to divert his fur- 
ther hoftilities, and buy our peace with: 
him, | f es 

9: And truly: this is the way fot only: 
to gain peace with him, but ourfelves too: 
It is the ufurpation. of our will ver our 
reafon which breeds all the confufion and 
tumults within our own breafts, and there 
is no poffibility of curbing its, infolence, 
but*by putting it into fafe cuftody, com- 
mitting it to him who (as otr church 
teaches us) alone can order the unruly 
wills of finful men. Indeed nothing but 
experience can fully inform us of the fe. 
renity and calm of that foul who has re- 
figned his will to‘'God. All care of chufing 
for himfelf is happily fuperfeded, he is 
tempted to no anxious forecafts for future 
events, for he knows nothing can happen 
im. contradiction of that fupreme will, in 
which he hath fanctuary: Which will cer- 
tainly chufe for him with that tendernefs 
and regard, that a faithful guardian would 
for his pupil, or an indulgent father for 
his child that cafts: itfelf. into his arms- 
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Certainly there is not in. the world fucha 
holy fort of artifice, fo divine a charm to 
tie our God to us, as this of -refigning 
ourfelvés to him. We find the Gibeon: 
ites by yielding themfelves vaflals to the 
Uraclites, had their whole army at their 
back to refcue them in their danger, Jofh. 
x. 6, 7. and can we think Gods dels 
confiderate of his homageys and depends 
ants? No certainly, his honour as well as 
his compaffien is, concerned inthe relief 
of thofe who have furrendered themfelves 
to bm, 


16. Further yet, when by, refignatiom 
we have united our wills to God; we have 
quite changed the feéne, and we whe! 
when our wills ftood.fingle, were. liable. 
to perpetual defeats; in this bleffed com- 
bination can never be crofled. When:dur: 
will-is: twifled- and-involved-with God’s, 
the fame omnipotence which baeks) his 
will, does. alfo attend ours. God’s willy 
we are fure, admits ef no contreul, can 
never be refilted, and we havy2 thefame 
fecurity for oursy fo long as. it. concurs: 
with it. By this means all calamities ane 
unftinged, and: even. thofe: things’ which 
are Moft repugnant to our: fenfitive na-~ 
tures, are yet very agreeable to our {pig 
Fits, when we confider they ate ymplicitiy 
eur own choice, fince they are, certainly 
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his, whont we have deputed.to ele@ for 
us. Indeed there.can be no face of adver- 
fity fo averting and formidable, which fet: 
in this light will not look amiable, .We 
fee daily. how. many uneafinefles and pre- 
judices: men will contentedly fuffer in pur- 
fuit of their-wills.<:: And: if we have really 
efpouled. God’s,. made. his will ours, we 
fhall with as great (nay: far greater) ala- 
erity ‘embrace. its. diftributions, how un- 
eafy: foever to our fenfe.;: our: fouls, will 
more acquiefce in, the. accomplithment of 
the divine will, than our. flefh can. reluck- 
to any fevere effects of it... 


11s Here then is that footing of firnr> 
ground, on which whofoever can. ftand, 
may-indeed do that which Archimedes 
boafted,’ move the whole world. He mzy 
as to himfelf fubvert the whole courfe of 
fublunary things, unvenom all thofe cala- 
mities which are to others the gall of afps; 
and in a further fenfe verify that evange- 
lical'prophecy, of beating /words into plow~ 
fhares, and fpears into pruning hooks, Vat. 
ii. 4. the moit»hoftile weapons, the moft 
adverfe events, fhall be by him converted 
into inftruments of fertility, fhall only ad- 
vance his {piritual growth. 


12.. And now who.can chufe but con- 
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fefs this a much miore eligible Rate, than: 
to be always harraffed with folicitudes anw 
cares, perpetually either fearing fature 
defeats, or bewailing the palt. ‘And theft: 
what cay we ¢all it lefs than madnefs or 
enchantnient, for men, to aét fo contrary 
to their own digtates, yea, to ‘their véry 
fenfe and: experience, to fee and acknow- 
ledge. the inexplicable felicity of a réfign- 
ed will, and yet perverfely.te hold out 
theirs, though they can get nothing by it, 
but the fullen pleafure of eppoling God,. 
and tormenting themfelves? Let°us theres 
fore, if not for cur duty: or eafe, yet at 
leaft for cur reputation, the aflerting ours 
felves men. of: fobriety and common fenfe,. 
do that: which. upep all: thefé imterefts: we. 
are obliged ; let us but-give up our willey 
and with Hind we fia. certainly: diveft 
ourfelves of allouy fruitlefs anxieties; and: 
cait our burdens upon. him-who inwitel US 
to do.fo., Ue who bears, all our fins; wilk 
bear all our. forrows, our oriefs téo } Uf 
we will but be content to depofite’ them, 
Re will relieve'us: front all thefe appreaee: 
weights, which make eur /ouij: deave to the 
du/t, Pfal. cxix. 25. and will ia-exchange, 
give us only his light, bis pleafunt burden, 
Mat. 11..30. In‘aword, there will Beno: 
care left for us, but that of keeping oure. 
felves in a. capacity cf his’! Bet* us ‘but: 
fecure our love to him, and we are af- 











eertained that all things /hall work together 
for our good, Rom. vil, 28.. 


135"Fo conclude, refignation. and cons. 
tentment ate virtues not: only of a near 
éognation: and refemblance, but they aré 
linked as the caufe and theveffec. Let us. 
but make fure of refignation, and. content: 
will flow into us without our further: ine. 
duftry :, As’on the contrary, wailft our 
wills aré at défiance with God’s, we fhalf 
always find things at as great defiance witht: 
ours: “All our fubtilties or induftries. 
will never mould titem to our farisfaGtionss, 
until we have moulded ourfelves into that. 
pliant temper that we can cordially fay, 7 
is the Lord, lex him do. what feemeth him gad, 
¥ Samsain 18. 


If fouland body you: refi gn 
To God-whoe rules the earth belows. 


He isin ime icy plentious,, 
And ix to. anger'very flows 


To himwho made ihe erear: light Shiney, 
4 wa of bis footftoal made us Lord, 

f jay may we ourfelves refigr 
€o hin whipcan content ahards, 
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The 'C L-O-$_E. 


“Luts fhort inflitution, of «the Art of 
Contentment,, cannot mote naturally. or 

more defirably draw toa conclufion, than 

in the refort we have given-it, in the bo- 

fom of Divine Providence. . The Roman 

conquerors, as the laft pitch, of: their ‘tri. 

umphs, went: to the capitol, and laid 

their garlands in the lap of Fupiter: But 

the Chriftian has an eafier way to» tri- 

umph,. to put, his crown of, thorns (for 

that is the trophy, of his victories) within 

the arms of his gracious God ; there ledge 

his f{cars, his. wants, his forrows, - and. 
himfelf too, as in the belt repofitory. 


. The Gofpel command of not caring 
or mes morrow, Mat. vie34. and: being 
tareful for nothing, Phil. iv. 6. nakedly pro- 
pofed, might feem the. abandoning of us 
to all the calamities of life: But when we 
are directed to.ca/t all our care wportla gra- 
‘cious and all powerful parent, andare af- 
fured that he cares for-us,at, Pet. v. 7. that 
though a woman may forget. her fucking child, 
that fhe fiould not have compaffion of . the 
fon of ber womd, yet will he not forget his 
children, Vfai. xlix. 15. this will abun- 
dantly fuperfede all cavil and objection. 








Whilft worldly men truft in an arm of 
fleth, lay up trea/ureien earth,a prey for 
rufhand moth, Mat. yi..1g..and a torment 
to thenifelves, jam. v. 3. the Chrittian 
has \Omhipotence|for his fupport,; and a 
treajure in heavens where.no thiel approach 
és3:nar math, corrtiptss Dat. vis. 20. Whillt 
bold. seine wie call in’ queftion God's . fer 
ereto will, obhigehim ‘to their) fub or fu- 
scaldekatian {chemes,, theix..abfolute,..or 
conditional decrees, their grace -forefcen 
or predetermined the pious man with aw- 
fuleacquieicencé fubmaits to. that which. is 
revealed, rclolvis for. ever to. obey, but 
never to difpite: as knowing that.the be- 
loved: difciple leaned .on-his \Maiter’s bo- 
fom; but it ts the thieves and traitors 
part to go about to riffe it. 


3 tas furely a- modeft: demand: in the 
behalf of God almighty, that we fhould 
allow him/as much privilege in his world, 
as every peafant claims in. his cottage ; to 
be mafter there, and difpofe of his house. 
hold ashe thinks beft: To fay ta this mang 
Go, and be geeth ; and io ansther, Come, and 
he cometh; and: to his fervant,; Do thiss.and 
he doth-it, Mat: viii. 9.» And if we would 
afford him this liberty, there would be an. 
immediate énd- put to-all clamour and 
complaint. , 














C. aees -) 
4. We make it our daily prayer that the 

will of God:may: be done on earth as it is in 
heaven, with a ready,:fwift, and uninter- 
rupted conftaney. As ‘it is. giant-like re- 
bellion to fet up our will againft his, fo 1s 
it mad perverfenefs tovfet it up againft our 
own; be difpleafed that our requefts are 
granted, and repine that his, and therewith 
our will isdone. It were indeed not only 
good manners, but good policy, to obferve 
the direction’ of the heathen, and fellow 
God, not ‘prejudge his determination by 
ours; but'in a'modeft:fufpenfion of our 
dituatits: hearken what the Lord God will 
Jay concerning us, for he. will [peak peace unte 
his people, and to his faints that ine turn not: 
agains. 


5. Or however upon farprife we may 
indulge: to-a. paflionate affection, and dote 
upon our illegitimate off- fring, our darl- 
ing guilts or follies, .as David did upon 
that child, who was the price of murder 
and adultery : Yet when the brat is taken 
from us, when'the child is dead, it will be- 
come us to do as he did, rife from ourdul-: 
ten pofture on the: earth, and worbip in 
the houfe of the Lord, 2 ‘Sams xii. 208 It 
will behove’ us,'as he fays in‘another place, 
to Jay our hind upon oir mouth, becaufe it 
was bis doing, and with, holy. Fob chap: xl, 
4; 5. when charged with his, murmurings, 











Behold lam vile, what fhall I anfwer? ence 
have I fpoken, but I will not anfwer: yea 
twice, but I will proceed no further. 


6. Socrates rightly faid of contentment, 
oppofing it to the riches of fortune and 
opinion, that it is the wealth of nature, for 
it givesevery thing that we have learnt to 
want, and really need: But refignation is 
the riches of grace, beftowing all things 
that a chriftian not only needs, but can de- 
fire, even almighty God him! a He in- 
‘deed, as the fchocl-men teach, is the ob- 
jective happinefs ‘of the creature: He who 
isthe fountain of being, muit bie alfo of 
‘bleflednefs; and though this be only com- 
municable to us, when we have put off 
that jle/b which cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God, and laid afide that conrupiion which 
cannot inherit carruption, .1 Cor. x1 WSO. 
yet even in this hie, we may eo ap- 
proaches to that bleffed fate, by ads of 
refignation and denial of ourfelves. It was 
the generous laying of Socrates bemg about 
to die unto his friend ; O Crito, fince it is 
the will of God, fo let ir be: dnytus and 
Melytus may kill me, but cannot hurt me. 
But fuch a-refignation as it is infinitely a 
greater duty toa ‘chiiftin, fo itis alfoa 
moré firm fecurity. In that cafe it is not 
the martyr, but Jefus of Nazareth who Is 
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thus perfecuted, and he whe attacks him 
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‘will find it is hard to kick again/t the er 
Acts ix. 5. 





+. There could not be a greater ins 
itance of the profligate fenfuality of the If- 
raelites, than that they murmured for want 
of leeks and onions, Numb. xi. 5. when they 
ate angels food, and had bread rained 
down from heaven, It is impofible for 
the foul that is fenfible of God almighty’s 
favour, to repine at any earthly preffure. 
The Lord is my Bahn faith David, ibere- 
Jjore can {lack noth bing, Pralxxin $F ead 
thou haft put cladne/s inio my heart, more than 
when their corns and wine, and Hf increafed, 
Pfal. iv. 7. and in paffionate raptures he 
cries out, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25, 26, Whom have 
1 in beaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I defire in comparifon of thee? my 
fle and my heart faileth : but God is the 
Sirength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 
And likewife Pfal. xlvi. 1, 2, 3,5. God 
is our hope and firength, @ wery prefent help 
in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though 
the earth be removed 3 and though the bills 
ss carried inte the midjt of the fea. Though 
e waters thereof rage and /well, and though 
ie mountains foake at the tempeft of the fame. 
If Ged be in the midft of us, we fhall not be 
removed, he will help us, and that right carly. 
Let us therefore poffefs ourfelves of this 
fupport, and as the prophet advifes, Hai. 
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Vill. 12, 13. neither fear, nor be afraid, in 
any exigence how great foever ; but de 
Sill and. quiet, and fanétify the Lord of ho/ts 
bimfelf, and let him be our fear, and let him be 
eur dread. 


4s God that gives us many Gifts, 
That tous is not due, 

May he beftow his Grace on all 
That reads this Volumn through : 


For they will find that it contains 
What well deferves applaufe ; 

For nothing in it contradiéfs 

God’s juft revealed Laws. 
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CONTENT MENT. 
Forcer not that thy. {tation on earth. 


4S appointed by the wifdom of the-eternal ; 


who knoweth thy heart, who feeth ine 


vanity of all thy wifhes, and. who often in 


mercy, denieth thy requefts. 


Yet for all reafonable dennee for all 


honeft endeavours, his benevolence hath 


eftablifhed, in the nature of things; a. pro- 


‘bability of Hever. 


The uneafinefs thou feeleft; the misfor- 
tunes thou bewaileft, behold the root from 
whence they fpring, even thine own folly, 
thine own pride, thine own diftempered 


fancy. 


Murmur not therefore at the difpenfa- 
tion of God, but correét thine own heart: 
neither fay within thyfelf, If I had wealth, 
or power, or leifure, I fhould be happy ; 
for know, they all of them bring to their 
fevera! poffeflors their peculiar inconve- 


NIeENcies. 


The peor man feeth not the vexations 
and anxieties of the rich, he feeleth not 


the dicufhlties and perplexities of power, 


nejther knoweth he the wearifomnels of 





























leifure; and therefore it 1s that he: repin-- 
eth at his own. lot. 


But envy not the appearance of happi-. 
nefs in any man, for thou knoweft not his 
fecret griefs. 


To be fatisfied with a little, is the great- 
eft wifdom; and he that increafeth his 
riches, increafeth his cares: But a.con- 
tented mind is a hidden treafure, and trou- 
ble findeth it rot. 


Yet. if thou fuffereft not the allurements 
of fortune to rob thee of juftice, or tem- 
perance, or charity, or eae even 
‘riches cheméfely es fhall not make thee un- 
happy. 


But hence fhalt thou learn, that the cup: 
of felicity, pure and unmixed, is by no> 
means a draught for mortal man. 


Ai aia is the race which God_ hath fet 

im to run, and happinefs the goal ; which 
none can arrive at until he hath aes 
his courfe, and received his crown in the 
manfions-of eternity. . 
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After the theological and rational arguments 
that have been ufed for Contentment, the 
author begs leave to conclude with a fo- 
lemn Prayer for refignation to the Provi- 
dence of Ged in all fituations of life. 


O GOD motft holy, O Lord moft migh- 
ty, O thou fupreme Governor of the uni- 
rerfe, who governs all things by thy al- 
mighty power, and who by thy wifdom 
haft ordered the feveral degrees, and dif- 
ferent ftates and conditions of men.in this 
world ; 'grant me full contentment of 
mind in that ftate thou haft been pleafed 
to place me, and humillty to acquiefce in 
thy difpofal of me, and grace faithfully 
to difcharge thofe duties it requires of me. 
Grant me patience under all lofles and 
cifappointments, and remove all r¢pining 
and envy far from me. O God 1am thy 
creature ; my entire dependence is on 
thee; grant therefore that my faith, my 
hope, and my truft may always be in thee, 
and that my hope and my truft may not 
be in vain. J will therefore take no anx- 
ious thought for my life, what I fhall eat, 
or what I fhall drink, or wherewithal I 
shall be clothed, feeing thou knowelt I 
have need of all thefe things, and that if 
I feck thy righteoufnefs, all thefe things 
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fhall be added unto me, out of thy great 
bounty ;.nor will I be diimayed at any ca- 
lamity thou in thy wife Providence fhall 
order for me, feeing that all things fhall 
work together for. good to them that love 
and tear thee... O God grant that I may 
with-a conitant evennefs of {pirit embrace 
all’ thy difpofals,; foraimuch as T know 
not what to afk, and cannot defire abfo- 
lurely one event rather than-another, with. 
out prefumption, and making myfelf the 
judge of all thae. train. of future things 
which thy wi dom has fo jultly concealed 
from. my view.. Ov my God I commit 
my life, and the deareit coneerns that at- 
tend it to thy difpofal, in the name of Je- 
fus Chrift my Saviour,.befeeching thee 
for his fake, by fuch ways and means as 
thou feeft fit, to bring me to eternal life. 
And grant, O molt holy God,. that whe- 
ther I live, | may live unto the Lord, or 
whether I die, 1 may die unto the Lord; 
fo that whether I live or die, I may be the 
Lord’s; which | moft humbly beg for the 
fake of Jefus Chrit our Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen.. 


Grant, Lord, | eer may be content 
In this thy world, to which I’m fent ;: 
Greai God be thou my portion here, 

PU be content, and thee revere. 


i, 
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Poetic Compofitions. 













By J. SEARSON. 





A Common Prayer for the. prefent Times. 


SINCE we are taught in feripture word 


‘Po pray for friends and foes, 


‘Then let us pray for each one’s good, 


Even thofe who us oppofe. 


May heav’n fhow’r down its bleffings foon 
On this our rifing ff :te, 

So we'll be happy night and noon— 
Enjoy ev’n bleflings great. 


When Providence our ways direct, 
We foon fhall happy be ; 
We'll love like brothers and refpect, 
And {hil may we be free. 


Sins of the ftates are our worft foes, 
Let this be in our creed ; 
For thofe who break God’s hely laws 


May punifh’d be indeed. 





May ev’ry morn and ev’ning pray’r, 
Repeat t this juft petition ; 

Lord, may we from our fins forbear, 

Phou’lt pity our condition.. 


Juft-heav’n, to light all dark {chemesbring,,, 
That would divide the land ; 

And ‘may the worthy ever fing, 
May peace molt purely {tand. 


Great God, who rules this. world below;. 
Divert harm far away ; 

That we nay to thy judgments bow, 
Blefs’d in. chis land to ftay. 
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Poetic Defcription of the prefent Times, they 


ad 
wearing an tid appearance. 


N OT long ago I pafs’d along 

To feck for themes for a: new fong & 

And view the parties that’s moft {trong- 
Nowithat the tune’s alar ming. 


> “_ q 
Some cri¢s up England, and fi 
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©ur fhips and creafure are no more}. 
Our property clofe to our fhore, 


Mutt we lie down to France therefore, 
Becaule the.time’s: alarming ? 
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There’s. Tom, and Ned, and Richard too, 
Pe Pouce they will puriue, 
Asif nought clle they had to do; 

Which thews the time’s alarming. 


I chink the time wil! not be long, 
Eiore proud France, in thouiands ftrongy. 
Jnvade the land,. to help our fong, 

The times.are. fo. alarming. 


© blood, confufion, and difrefs,. 

See on our country how they sic 

A bloody war we fure may cueis 
Makes this our time slarming., 


France now defoifes all fiir mcans,y. 

For peace, although we uie fuch paias;: 

So now diltreis-we fee, not gains; 
Which makes the times alarming,. 


What" 3h the fair: American, 

Whe n thousands itrangers in our land, 
She icarce knows where to give her hand:. 
‘Tne tines are fo alarming.. 


War, war, how dreadful is the cry! 
Women and children now lie by,. 
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Gran. 


In terror fure they’re like to die, 
The times are fo alarming. 


lope now is almoft ata ftand, 
While enemies furround the land, 
FE’en merchants now can’t trade command 
Becaufe the time’s alarming. 


England again and ftates agree, 

In politics as you may fee, 

To keep our friends. from bondage free, 
Altho’ the time’s alarming. 


Let’s look for mercy from above, 

To re-inftate our former love, 

We’ll then be happy as a dove, 
And time then lefs alarming. 


But if we peace cannot obtain, 

Content with war, we’ll ftrive to gain, 

So as to mitigate our pain, 
Altho’ the time’s alarmin 


ge 
Great Wafhington is now retir’d, 
Altho’ by all the world admir’d; 
His counfel yet may be requir’d, 
Becaufe the time’s alarming. 


Farewell to thofe, wifh poets well, 
Becaufe the truth] to you tell, 
As inthis land I now do dwell, 
Altho’ the time’s alarming. 
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Having been fome time confined by a fevere in- 

difpofition in the hofpital of Philadelphia, 
1 during which I compofed the following lines 
on that charitable inftitution. 















‘ How many dimk the cup of £ bal eful grief, 
* Or eat the bitter bread of ey we 
"EHOMSGN 'S SEASONS, 


14 I OW ha ra their fate who drink afliGions cup, 
a Ande’en to the dre gs mufl fip it up, 
Alas! thefe i ies here are made of clay, 


a And dire difeafes lie mm their way. 


© 
ees 


The kind, beneficent aw tender hand, 
In pity totheir { rings és.command 3 
¥ 


x 
Commands relief from fee Vane ee 
To eafe great paims, and fet the afili€ted free. 


How blefs’d are they, who ever doing good, 
Gives Be for their pains, as alfo food, 
To footh and give them comfort in diftrefs, 
Which will encreafe their wealth nor make it lefs, 


leffed are hate (we! re told) who help the poor, 
45 Heid the aitli€ted from their wealthy door, 
We are affired by God himfelf above, 
th 


fea 
he good man atts from tendernefs and love. 


He lays up treafure, in yon heav’ns high, 
Where good men go when from th's earth they fly, 
What kind attention to the patient’ $ paid, 

By thofe who have their charge, tis truly faid. 


How clean and decent here is every thing, 
Thofe who nurfe, do comfort to the patients bring, 
° Dis very p leafing to the human mind, 
To have fuck kind rehiePas here we baa 
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The houfe is fpacious call’d the Ha/pitat, 
So elegant and neat take it in all); ; 
Blefs’d isthe memory of the firft founder, 
And if in heavy’ he’s found, ’tis no wonder. 


The beneficent man, who doth mu¢h good, 
And helps the poor with phy fic‘and witht food ; 
Has Cod above a fure reward, 

Who will molt furely all.good aéts regard. * 4. * 


Supremely blefs’d are they who do much good, 
Who heal the fick and give the hangry food; 
Fair well dear Philadelphia, fare ye well, . 
Your praife in other climes 1 foon may teil. 


. 
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An ACROSTIC. 
His name throughout the ftates well 


known, 
In Europe too-his aéts were fhewn, 
Such were his greatnefs all will own. 


Fxceeding all that ton¢ue can tell, 
Xerxes the king didn’t a&t fowell ; 
Could letters talk, as letters lead, 
Excellency would great be made. 

Let rich and poor, ‘let young and old, 
Learn wifdom which is pure as gold; 
Ev’n to walk in prudential ways, 

Nor in this walk make fhort delays ; 
Convine’d that wifdom e’er will fhine, 
Yea, and all know it is divine. 
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Gracious, humane, continued good, 
Exceeds all wifdom underftood. 
O fill my heart, eternal King, 
Replete with ev’ry virtuous thing ; 
Greatnefs and goodnefs will agree, 
Even in time and in eternity. 


Where fhall we find fo great a name, 
And fo much prudence and great fame? 
Such brav’ry great, with courage mix’d, 
His fame to future time hath fix’d ; 

In ev’ry part of the known land 
None but hath heard of his command. 
Great actions are from heav’n above, 
To all who honour God and love. 

O bleffed is retirement, 

None’s happy but with pure content. 
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An ACROSTIC. 
SuBLIMELY great, the philofophic 


mind 
In Newton fhines, unequall’d, unconfin’d, 
Regions and caufes, in dark chaos loft, 
In his folutions cleareft luftre boaft. 
Sunk in obfcurity, of proof bereft, 
Aftronomy in error’s maze was left : 
At Newfon’s call, uncertainty withdrew; 
Conviétion fpoke, and wifdom rofe to view. 
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No more the mift of ignorance affails, 

Enlighten’d truth’s pleafing form prevails. 

Withrev’rend wonderand{upremedelicht, 

The whole creation opens to our fight; 

Orb'upon orb, in awful order plac’d, 

Newton explor’d, and all their motions 
trac’d. 
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The following remarkable Prophecy was 
written by that noted and prophetical wri- 
ter, in 1651, thatis, 147 years fince. 


Great earthquakes and commotions 
by fea and land fhall come in the year of 
God 1779. Great wars in Germany and 
America in 1780. The deftruction of po- 
pery, or Babylon’s fall, in the year 1790. 
God will be known by many in the year 
1795. ‘This will produce a great man. 
The {tars will wander, and the moon turn 
as blood in 1800. Africa, Afia, and Ame- 
rica will tremble in 1893. A great earth- 
quake over all the world in 1805: God 
will be univerfally known by all; then a 
general reformation and peace for ever, 
when the people fhall learn war no more, 


T 
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On the Starry HEavens. 


The Compofer of the following Hymn was the: 
noted and juftly admired Mr. Addifon, in 
his Spectator, Vol. 6. Noe 465, and re- 
commended by the reverend Mr. ‘fames 
Hervey, in bis Meditations. 


Tur {fpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue etherial fky, 

And fpangled heav’ns, a fhining frame, 
‘Their great original proclaim. 


Th’ unwearied fun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator’s pow’r difplay, 
And publifhes to ev’ry land 

‘The work of an almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev’ning thades prevail, 

"rhe moon takes up the wond’rous tale, 
And nightly to the lift’ning earth 
Repeats the {tory of her birth ; 


‘While all the ftars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 
And fpread the truth from pole to pole. 


What though in folemn filence all 
Move round the dark terreftrial ball ; 





What though no real voice nor found 
\ midft their radient orbs be found =: 


In reafon’s ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice, 
For ever finging, as they fhine, 
The hand that made us is Divine. 
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Poetic Defcription of Auzuft. 
"y 
IEE blooming Auguill, failing g kind, 
Elates the careful farmer’s mind! 
Hear how the gentle fw elie | bi ae 
In mildnefs whifpe rs th ough the trees ; 
Ard wafting calmly o’er the plain, 
Bends into waves the yellow gra sea 
The dog-ftar now, with raging heat, 
Makes the reluctant hind r etreat 
And reft his weary lim! bs a wi Wide 
That he again may work and toil. 
The trees with juicy Plex bend, 
And pears trom loaded boughs defcend ; 
The peaches with a blufhing dye, 
Invite the tafte, and glad the eye; 
ile balmy flow’rets all around, 

With richeft honours mai tte’ p ground. 
eekies now the fwains prepare, 
joyful to the fields repair, 
ad to reap, wath buly h: nits 
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The produce of thefe ftates and lands : 
Their work with plenty Ceres crowns, 
And in rich crops their hardfhip drowns. 
With hurry ev’ry farmer teems, 

And all one fcene of bus’nefs feems, 
While frugal mortals life employ, 

In bufle, labour, care and joy: 

Now fee the ouen of all our ftates, 
Who all combine to enrich our gates : 
May providence their way now guide, 
So that we join and not divide ; ; 

May ev'ry one ia this agree, 

And monthly bring us harmony— 

So fhall we ev’ry good purfue, 

Till mild September comes in view. 
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Trust in Gop. 


fob xi. 3 é hear he flay me, yet will F 
ey in bit 


ae 


ff HOU God fupreme, he orders all things well, 
My w aes my pains, my gricf fs, I'll to thee tell, 
A nd fhould thy care ice me in my way, 
Sill, O my gracious God, Vlton thee flay : 
But fhould” thon flay me, compa flionate God,, 
ie | comfcris thou canft fhew even in thy bide 
> holy, holy, fovereign God zbove,, 

, broue rhe Our Tapes >. tlood I beg thy love. 
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Correct me, then, whene'er I go allray, 


And through the maze of life lead me thy way ; 
So chat in blifs with thee I may be found :, 

Th’ glory and praife will e’er to thee redound. 
‘Yo Father, Son, and Spirit bleflings be, 
Through every age, and to eternity. 
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Farewell, my candid Readers, f 


Pare ye wets? 
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he Mutts’ truths hereafter Lanay tect, 


Remember your Creator, &c.. Eccl. xii. 


\ HILDREN, to your Creator, God, 
Your early honors pay, 

While vanity and youthful blood, 
Would tempt your thoughts altray: 


The memory of his mighty name, 
Demands your firft regard ; 


? 
Nor dare indulge a meaner flame, 


Till you have low’d the-Lord. 
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The Welcome Mefenecr. 
Paes Oo 
L RD, when we fee a faint of thine 
Le gafping on his breath, 
With longing eyes, and looks divine, 
Smuling and pleas’d in death; 


How we could e’en contend. to lay 
Our limbs upon that bed ! 
Wre afk thine rin to convey 


Our fpirits in his ftead. 


Gur fouls are rifing on the wing, 
To venture in his place ; 

For when grim death has loft his fling, 
He has an angel’s face.. 


Fejus, then purge my crimes away, 
es WL guilt creates ny fears ; 

*Tis guilt gives death his fierce array, 
‘And all the arms it bears. 


Oh ! if my threat’ning fins were gone, 
And death had loft his fling, 
Ycould invite the angel on, 
And chide his lazy wing: 


Away thef yefit g aays, 
Wa LiiCLe interpe RLLEVS d 


And ket the lovers MCert 5 


Frey 1 } a : oe | = © : 
| ret ane : Bk we or 
a anver las a&acord emourace, 
{) 
ry iY 1 i ‘ iy } 
3 aS} * oes a ‘ tw : reat 
oUt Killa, alla .O1t ana iwect. 
4°] >) alan ryt f 
Au lod a5 ALL a WVCailid tbs 04 





lle. 








>.) ,} . ee 
l’d ruth ite his arnis 


: 
; ' ‘ 
‘nd lofe my breath, ane all ny cares, 
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Amidit thofe heav’n ly charms. 
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My foul would rife and fing 
To } 1eT C réeator too 3 

Fain : oe my tongue adore my King, 
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Spoils all that I perform ; 
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Curs’d pride that creeps fecurely in, 
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And iwells a hauehty worm. 
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Some of thy favors I forget, 
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And {teal the honecrs ot thy name 
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To build their own ap slaute. 
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